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Ralph continues his river 
cruise on the Elbe in
Torgau, Germany.

See page 5.

Andrea asks, “What Will 
You Make of Today?”

See page 10.

Looking for some new 
and different Valentine’s 

recipes?  See Cooking with 
Cookie on page 5.

Iris writes about the
Britt home

in Parrish on page 18.

Business Spotlight:  Gamble Creek Farm Stand
Mimi Sheffer

Look for Florida Railroad 
Museum upcoming events

on page 16.
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Parrish Heritage Day Parade and Festival Returns 
on March 6, 2021 at a New Location!

 Come one, come all to the Annual Parrish Heritage Day 
Parade and Festival. The Parrish Civic Association is focus-
ing on the very interesting heritage of Parrish. This year’s 
event will take place on Saturday, March 6th. The location 
has moved, as the Parrish Community High School and Man-
atee County School Board have graciously agreed to host the 
festival on the high school parking lot and grounds!! As in 
past years, the event will kick off with the parade. The parade 
starts at 10:30 am. The route is a bit different this year. The 
line up begins at 9:30 am at the south end of the open lot of 
the Parrish United Methodist Church on 121st Avenue East 
and 69th Street East. The parade will travel north on 121st 
Ave East and turn left onto Erie Road. Then it will proceed 
west to the visitor entrance of the Parrish Community High 
School, where people are free to park to enjoy the entertain-
ment, vendors and food at the festival beginning at 11:00 am.
 If you would like to participate in the parade, please call 
Cindy Chin at 941-812-5291. There is no charge to participate 

in the parade, but 
liability waivers 
must be signed for 
participation. You 
can find the Re-
lease Entry Form 
on the Parrish 
Civic Association 
website:pcafla.org.
 The event is 
right around the 
corner, so it would 

be a great time for local children’s groups to pick out a theme 
and build a float together. The parade has been running for 
over thirty years and past parades have had everything from 
horses, llamas and various other farm pets, to church groups, 
yoga groups, local businesses, and local schools. It’s a great 
opportunity to get your name out into the community!! Do 
you have an antique car, wagon, bicycling group, running 
group? Come join up and make this a great event for our 
community. 
 CALLING ALL VENDORS!! If you would like to set 
up a table at the Parrish Community High School for the 
Heritage Festival to display your jewelry, services, apparel, 
crafts, or other products/items, please contact Toby Kelly 
at 941-518-8492 or tkelley@tampabay.rr.com. Or check out 
the information on the PCA website. The festival will be set 
up along the Fort Hamer Extension which will be closed 
from Erie Road to 69th Street East with vendors set up along 
both sides of the street. And as an added bonus, just to the 
east of the extension will be the site of the new Parrish Com-

Sandra Livingston

Please see Heritage Day CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

 The Gamble Creek Farm Stand opened to the public on 
Saturday, January 16, offering Parrish residents and visi-
tors a wide variety of freshly picked produce. 
 Gamble Creek Farms is owned by The Chiles Group, which 
was founded by Ed Chiles, and supplies food to all three of 
their restaurants - the Beach House, the Mar Vista and the 
Sandbar. Charlie Munn, Marketing Manager at The Chiles 
Group, said they are most excited about meeting the people of 
Parrish, serving their needs and developing the deeper value 
of Gamble Creek Farms in the Parrish community. 
 The company believes in offering fruits and vegetables 
that are 100% USDA organic to customers. One of the most 
unique aspects of this farm-to-table stand is that it blends 
local partnerships and organic food into a completely sus-
tainable food system. Local fishermen and farmers supply 
the food for the restaurants and the food waste is then re-
turned to the farm to compost and enrich the soil. 
 Since not all varieties of produce can be grown here in 
the hot, Florida climate, the restaurants design their menus 
to match the food seasons, while making continuous adjust-

Please see Business Spotlight CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Come see Murder in Black & White at the Florida Railroad Museum. 
See page 16 for more information.
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Invitation to the NCO Zoom Webnar

 The Parrish Civic Association has been asked to 
review the North Central Overlay (NCO) for revision 
or deletion. The NCO was established to promote 
development within the North Central Overlay District 
which will be harmonious with the existing community 
and in accord with the vision of the community for 
its future. This purpose as stated in the NCO on 
the Manatee County site, Manatee County Land 
Development Code, 403.12. - North Central Overlay 
District (NCO) includes: 
1. Preserving the look and feel of the North Central area 
which has been described by the community as “green,” 
“open,” “quiet,” “natural,” and “agricultural” as the 
community transitions in the manner anticipated by the 
Comprehensive Plan.
2. Striving for development that is visually attractive, 
compatible with the existing rural components of the 
community, harmonious with a small town atmosphere 
and the residential character of the area and respectful of 
the natural environment;
3. Utilizing characteristics of the existing landscape in 
the area such as clusters of native trees and vegetative 
screening to soften the appearance of new development;
4. Promoting the incremental development of a multi-use 
trail network connecting neighborhoods, parks,schools, 
shopping, and other community focal points by providing 
development incentives; and
5. Providing for safe and convenient pedestrian 
circulation and provide standards for building 
placement that will aid in enhancing the pedestrian 
qualities of development. To read further you can go 
to :https://library.municode.com/fl/manatee_county/
codes/land_development_code?nodeId=CH4ZO_
S403OVDI_403.12NOCEOVDINC
 The NCO has been in place since 2005, yet has not 
been regularly enforced. Many developers and builders 
have requested administrative exemptions to the NCO 
and have received them. The main exemption requests 
are for the setbacks landscaping buffer requirements. The 
boundary for the NCO is large and encompasses all of 
Parrish and surrounding areas.
 The Manatee Board Of County Commissioners 

has asked that we have a workshop to determine the 
feasibility of revising or deleting the NCO. We, the PCA 
Board of Directors are asking for community input. 
Join us for a Zoom webinar to discuss the NCO and the 
impact it has on the Parrish area. 
 You are invited to a Zoom webinar.When: Feb 
11, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Topic: North County Overlay Please go to the link 
below to join the webinar:https://manateecounty.zoom.
us/j/82420150797

PCA Board Meeting Dates and Location 
Changed
 We will now have our regular Board meetings every 
3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm at the offices of 
Leslie Wells Real Estate, 8268 US Hwy 301, Parrish, 
starting with February 16th. All PCA board meetings 
are open to the public. If you would like to attend an 
upcoming board meeting please contact a current board 
member or email director@pcafla.org for details.

The scheduled board meetings for 2021 will be:
February 16th
March 16th
April 20
May 18
June 15
No July meeting
August 17
September 21
October 19
November 16
December 21

Membership Changes
 You will notice on the form below, that the Parrish 
Civic Association membership dues has been greatly 
simplified. Starting with the January renewals, there will 
only be two membership categories: $50 PCA Resident 
Supporter and $100 PCA Business Supporter. We hope 
this simplification will encourage more people to join the 
PCA and get involved.

Upcoming Parrish Events
February 11 - NCO Webinar
February 16 - Parrish Civic Association regular monthly 
board meeting.
February 12, 13, 19, 20, 26 and 27 - Murder Mystery 
at the Florida Railroad Museum
March 6 - Heritage Day Parade and 
Festival

#PCAOneVoice
To join the PCA fill out the 
membership form below.

   
 P

R
ESERVING OUR PAST

E
M

BRAC I N G  O U R F UTU
R

E

PARR I S H
Est. 1850

Parrish Community

I wish to join the Parrish Civic Association. Here are my dues.
Mail to Parrish Civic Association: P. O. Box 257, Parrish. FL 34219. (Please print.)

Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________ State______ Zip ___________________
Phone No. _____________________________ Email Address _______________________________

(Information is for PCA use only. We do not give out or sell to outside parties.) 

Please check one:  o New Member o Renewal

 o $50.00 PCA Resident Supporter o $100.00 PCA Business Supporter

  Amount Enclosed $ _______________________________
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Humane Society of Manatee County Celebrates 
50th Anniversary

 The Humane Society of Manatee 
County is celebrating its 50th Anniver-
sary of serving the animals in the com-
munity.  Founded in 1971 by Gertrude 
Decker, the Humane Society of Mana-
tee County is the leading animal wel-
fare organization in Manatee County.  
The original animal shelter, The Deck-
er House located at 2507 14th Street, 
which opened in 1980, now serves as 
the Cat Cottage on the Humane Society 
of Manatee County’s expanded campus. 
 The Second Chance Adoption Cen-
ter is located at 2515 14th Street W. 
and the Humane Society of Manatee 
County Veterinary Clinic is located 
at 2415 14th Street W.  The Second 
Chance Adoption Center opened its 
doors on May 22, 1993.  The 10,000 
square foot state of the art veterinary 
clinic opened to the public in Septem-
ber of 2015 on the site where the aban-
doned Salvation Army building had 
stood vacant for many years. 
 Humane Society of Manatee Coun-
ty started out with a small group of 
passionate and dedicated volunteers in 
1971 and has grown to include thirty- 
eight (38) staff members and more than 
three hundred (300) active volunteers.  
Throughout the fifty- year history of 
the organization, volunteer board of 
directors served to oversee and strate-
gically plan for the organization’s fu-
ture.  The Humane Society of Manatee 
County was selected as the Manatee 
Chamber Small Business of the Year, 
Non-Profit in 2018, and has received a 
Four Star rating from Charity Naviga-
tor for five consecutive years. 
 The Second Chance Adoption Cen-
ter continues today as a no-kill shelter 

as it has since its inception in 1971. 
All breeds are welcomed into the 
adoption program as well as medi-
cally and behaviorally challenged 
animals. Shelter animals receive 
the highest quality care and medi-
cal care and on average spend under 
35 days at the shelter prior to adop-
tion. A Sleep Over program allows 
prospective adopters the opportunity 
to bring an animal home for three to 
four nights to see if the animal is a 
good fit for their family and lifestyle. 
The Sleep Over program has an adop-
tion success rate of 99%. Behavioral 
programs continue to expand, serving 
animals with behavioral issues so that 
each animal in the adoption program 
truly gets that “second chance”. All 
shelter animals are current on vac-
cines, micro-chipped, spayed or neu-
tered prior to adoption and all dog 
adoptions require heartworm preven-
tion purchase by the adopter.
 The Humane Society of Manatee 
County Veterinary Clinic is a full ser-
vice veterinary clinic and open to the 
public. The high quality, low-to-moder-
ate cost services provided at the clinic 
continue to expand.  Wellness exams, 
vaccines, spay & neuter surgery, x-ray 
services, heartworm treatment and dog 
and cat dentals continue to grow in 
number and dental x-ray, walk-in vac-
cine clinics and dermatology services 
are now available. In fiscal year 2019 
/ 2020, 5063 Wellness Exams and 5615 
Spay & Neuter surgeries were complet-
ed and 13,960 vaccines administered. 
 50th Anniversary events and activ-
ities will be taking place all year long, 
starting with the annual Paws in Mo-

tion Dog Walk Fundraiser being held 
on Saturday March 20th at Caddy’s 
Bradenton.  All anniversary related 
events and activities will be posted 
on the HSMC website @ www.hum-
anemanatee.org as well as the HSMC 
Facebook page @ www.facebook.
com/humanemanatee.
 For additional information on 50th 

Anniversary Events and sponsorship 
opportunities contact Rick Yocum, 
Executive Director.    rick@humane-
societymanatee.org 
 Humane Society of Manatee Coun-
ty is committed to leading Manatee 
County in fostering compassion and 
respect for animals through care, edu-
cation and collaboration.

Ellenton Discount Pharmacy

8324 US Highway 301 N
Parrish, Florida 34219-8653

(West of Ferraro’s)

941.444.2233

Email: info@ellentondiscountpharmacy.com
www.ellentondiscountpharmacy.com

PHARMACY THE WAY IT’S
SUPPOSED TO BE

Best cash price in town
FREE same day home delivery
FREE Rx mail delivery upon request
$2.99 generic program
Accept most insurance
We match or beat all competitors’ prices
FREE antibiotics, Metformin, Lisinopril 
Rx ready in less than 5 minutes
Free FLU Shot with Medicare B & other 
insurance;  $20 for patients without 
insurance
Now providing Rx compounding non-sterile

EXTENDED HOURS: Monday - Friday
8am - 7pm - Saturday 9am - 2pm

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

Pharmacy Manager 
with Doctor of 
Pharmacy Degree 
and Consultant 
Pharmacist License
Staff Pharmacist with 
more than 35 years of 
Corporate Pharmacy 
work experience
Pharmacy Technicians 
with more than 10 
years of Corporate 
Pharmacy work 
experience

w

w

w

Staff Experience

l

*Some restrictions apply

We welcome all
customers from all
other competitors

to enjoy our
customized service.

Caring Beyond Prescription
Only at

KN95 Masks
Available

$2
SHINGRIX

Shingles Vaccine Available

No Waiting
No Appointment

A Second Home for Your Family Pets

8800 Erie Lane, Parrish, FL    941-776-1094
www.shagri-lapetresort.com
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Ralph Bellrose

Hamburg to Prague
A cruise on the Elbe River

Please see Torgau CONTINUED ON PAGE 25

Map of Torgau, Germany.

 As we continued our journey south towards Prague, the captain alerted 
us that water levels in the River Elbe were falling. The whole area had been 
experiencing a severe drought and the Czech Republic has a dam on the 
river which controls water flows downstream. The Czechs still vividly re-
member the Nazi occupation during World War ll and are happy to do what 
they can to make the Germans miserable. So much for European unity!
 Our next stop was Torgau. It’s in an area where the river flattens out 
into a broad plain. The Hartenfels Castle (Hard Rock), built in the 15th 
Century, overlooks the town and is considered the most important Renais-
sance palace in Germany. Torgau also claims the oldest pharmacy in Sax-
ony and the oldest toy shop in Germany. However, Torgau is most famous 
for an incident which took place in 1945.
 Retreating Nazi forces were trapped between American and British 
troops advancing from the west and Soviet troops advancing from the east. 
Fighting was fierce and there had already been a number of allied troops 
killed by “Friendly Fire” in scouting party skirmishes as all these armies 
converged. Allied generals were determined to avoid a major catastrophe 
when the main elements of the British- American and Soviet armies finally 
met. The American commander of the allied forces, Maj. Gen. Reinhardt 
issued strict orders that when the Soviet army was sited, he should be in-
formed immediately and that no attempt at contact should be made. A sec-
ond lieutenant named William Robertson had other ideas. He was on patrol 
when one of the locals reported a rumor of some armored vehicles being 
spotted on the east bank of the Elbe River near Torgau. Sensing an opportu-
nity to be a part of history he ignored the general’s orders and made a bee-
line for the river. He was smart enough to realize that the Soviets might be a 
bit suspicious of a white flag, since the Germans had already used that ruse, 
so he stole a bed sheet from a farmhouse, painted a crude American flag 
on it, and attached it to a pole. As he cautiously approached the river-bank 
he saw tanks on the east side of the river behind a line of trees. He stood up 
shouted “Americans” and waved the flag over his head. The Soviets immedi-

Hartenfels Castle, Torgau, Germany.



Parrish Village News PAGE 6

Every Monday - $5 fill-ups at Pomegranate Frozen Yogurt, 9023 US-301, Parrish
Every Month - Monthly Event at 83rd Street Station - See below
February 4 - Parrish Heritage Day planning meeting - Hamey Law Office, 3815 
US-301 N., Ellenton - 11:00 am
February 11 - North Central Overlay review meeting with Manatee County via 
Zoom - 7:00 pm
February 16 - PCA monthly Board Meeting, Leslie Wells Realty Office, 8268 US-
301, Parrish - If you would like to attend any of these meetings, please contact a 
PCA board member or send an inquiry to director@pcafla.org.
Every Saturday & Sunday - Gamble Creek Farm Stand - 10 am - 2pm, 14950 Golf 
Course Road, Parrish

Dear Parrish - Help us fill our Community Calendar! 
If you have an event coming up, please submit it to PVN@PCAFLA.org.   Due to 
the publishing schedule, events must be submitted by the 20th of each month for the 
following month. 

Parrish Community Calendar

 Imperial Lakes resident, 
Joseph Ciancarelli turned 104 on 
January 20th. The residents of 
Imperial Lakes turned out for a 
huge Golf Cart Parade with over 
35 carts, signs in yards and a 
huge, 6 foot birthday cake. It was 
estimated that over 90 residents 
were on hand to celebrate Joe’s 
birthday. Joe’s wife, Janet was 
very touched by the event.
 The Parrish Community joins 
Imperial Lakes in wishing Joe 
the very best!

Joseph Ciancarelli Turns 104!

Ring Sarasota Coming to Peace 
Presbyterian Church

 The premier bell choir, “Ring Sarasota,” invites you to join a musical 
tour on the “HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS” of our great country. We’ll 
start Deep in the Heart of Texas, dance the Tennessee Waltz, give our 
regards to old Broadway, jive to those California Good Vibrations, sit 
By the Lakeside in Minnesota, enjoy a Mint Julep with Georgia on My 
Mind, march to the Washington Post in D.C and bring it all back home to 
Beneath the Sparkling Skies of Sarasota.
 Join us for this outdoor musical tour at Peace Presbyterian Church, 
Lakewood Ranch, on Sunday, February 28, 2021 at 4:00 PM. Admission 
$15, under 18 $5.

 One of our great joys is knowing that 
communities north of the river, value the fu-
ture of our youth. We know when given the 
opportunity to be in community leadership 
roles, our youth can add authenticity, enthu-
siasm, and their unique experiences. This is why North River Prevention 
Partners is forming a North River Youth Coalition for teens ages 14-18. 
The coalition will be “By, With & For Youth”, meaning that the members 
drive the culture and direction of the coalition. They will have equal input, 
share credit and accountability for the coalition, and collaborate with board 
members, local business owners and government leaders. Their united voice 
will enable them to mobilize their peers and connect more youth to their 
community. NRPP is reaching out to communities North of the river to help 
them find students who fulfill the following requirements:

• have a current GPA of 2.5 or higher
• exhibit leadership qualities
• are involved in school, church and/or community extra-curricular activities
• volunteer or contribute to the community in some way

 If you know of students who would like to take advantage of this opportuni-
ty, they can submit an application at https://form.jotform.com/210184785285159 
before March 1, 2021. Additionally, as part of the application process, students 
will need one letter of recommendation from a teacher, counselor,coach, busi-
ness leader, employer, church leader, or non-parental adult. Instructions on 
how to submit the letter are outlined in the application. The program will begin 
in April 2021. Dates, times and meeting information will be communicated 
during the application process, and those selected will be expected to commit 
to maintaining good grades, living a drug- and alcohol- free lifestyle, and 
serving as a community leader and youth ambassador. For more information 
go to www.northriverpreventionpartners.org

North River Prevention Partners 
Forming a North River Youth Coalition

Don’t miss the Parrish Heritage Day Parade and 

Heritage Festival on Saturday, March 6! Parade 

starts at 10:30; Festival is from 11:00 - 2:00!
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LOCATED AT I-75 & SR70 IN THE PUBLIX/TARA PLAZA
7230 55th Ave E., Bradenton, FL 34203

Pegavault.com | E-mail: Pegavault@outlook.com

BUY. SELL. APPRAISE.

RARE AND COLLECTIBLE COINS, ENTIRE COLLECTIONS

PAYING OVER SPOT FOR SILVER, GOLD, AND           
 PLATINUM AMERICAN EAGLE BULLION COINS

TOP PRICES PAID FOR UNWANTED OR BROKEN
JEWELRY, GOLD, AND SILVER

941.725.6100
 Pegasus Coin and Jewelry

John Maben- Owner
42 Years Professional Experience

 Justin Rodriquez was the Parrish Rotary Club’s guest speaker at its January 14 
meeting. Justin is an air traffic controller at the Sarasota-Bradenton International Air-
port along with his wife Amber. After attending college, Justin joined the Air Force. 
He signed up for six potential careers and qualified for training as an air traffic con-
troller. After six months of intensive training, he honed his skills in the military, ul-
timately leaving to pursue his career as a civilian. Justin described in detail the chal-
lenges involved as an air traffic controller.  Arriving aircrafts must be separated by at 
least five miles of airspace.  During the last government shutdown, this requirement 
was expanded to 25 miles due to layoffs of personnel. On takeoff, it is critical to 
properly sequence the varying speeds of departing planes so as to maintain proper 
spacing. As a controller, Justin is typically on duty for 30-45 minutes followed by a 
15-minute break. The job is extremely stressful and rest from the rigors is critical. Air 
traffic controllers are well compensated. Justin mentioned that it is the highest paying 
career available without a college degree.
 At its next meeting in January, the Parrish Rotary Club will be updated by former 
District Governor Rich Kirschner as to progress in eradicating polio. Overall, the effort 
has been extremely successful over the past several decades. But in light of Covid19, a 
recent uptick in cases has occurred. Rotary has been at the forefront of the eradication ef-
fort along with the Gates Foundation, which matches 2 for 1 each dollar raised by Rotary. 
 Currently, Parrish Rotary is seeking children’s book donations, so we can replen-
ish our Little Library. If you have books you would be willing to donate, please con-
tact us at ParrishRotary@gmail.com. We would be happy to pick up your donation.
 If you want to make a difference in your community and the world, we would 
welcome your presence and enthusiasm. We invite and encourage Parrish-area resi-
dents to consider Rotary membership. Presently, our meetings are held from 5:30 -7 
pm on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at the Riviera Dunes Dockside Res-
taurant, 102 Riviera Dunes Way in Palmetto. For those who are interested in learning 
more about the Parrish Rotary Club, please attend a meeting or contact us via email 
ParrishRotary@gmail.com. 
 For additional information, see our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/RotaryClubofParrish 
and our website: ParrishRotary.org. 

Above: A Little Library waiting for 
eager minds to pick a book.

Below: Justin Rodriquez and Rotary President 
Kevin Almengual

Above: Justin Rodriquez

Meetings:

Riviera Dunes Dockside, 2nd 
and 4th Thursdays - 5:30 PM
102 Riviera Dunes Way
Palmetto, FL 34221
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Mon. - Fri.  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sat.  10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

PJ’s
SANDWICH SHOP

12342 U.S. Hwy. 301
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-2307

For questions about advertising in the Parrish Village News,
send us an email at PVN@PCAFLA.org

ARCHITECTURAL MARBLE
IMPORTERS

Stone Countertops & Flooring
Supply   w Fabricate   w Install

James Newby

2560 12th Street   w Sarasota, FL 34237
(941) 365-3552     Cell (941) 737-9244    Fax (941) 955-6644

email: jnewbyco@aol.com
www.architecturalmarble.com

Bill Szipocs, Owner     We Power Wash It All!

Curb Appeal Power Washing Service
Free Estimates, Fully Insured

Located in Parrish, Florida
Call 941-479-4661 or

cell 201-247-5864

Everts Insurance 
Group

Medicare Advantage Plans
Medicare Supplements

Part D Drug Plans
(941) 981-3680

Fred Everts, CLU, ChFC
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

fred@evertsinsurancegroup.com

Caring for your pets in your home or mine, year round
former Humane Society & S. E. Guide Dog volunteer

FL. resident 40 yrs. Fully insured. References
Visit includes:  Mail pickup/delivered pkgs./newspapers,

trash bins to curb and back and much more!
Email:  donnas86@gmail.com

Please call Donna at 941-447-9722

Donna’s Pet Sitting and Dog Walking

 

Electrical Contractor

Charles Gullett - Owner

941.723.4341 
asapower@verizon.net

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Industrial
  EC 13004847  •  Licensed & Insured

Looking gorgeous is easier than ever!  
Shop with me 24/7 on my Mary Kay 

Personal Website.  Get VIP service & have 
the products you love delivered right to 
your door.  What better way to get all 

your skincare & makeup!

(941) 209-2939
jmotwani@marykay.com     www.marykay.com/jmotwani

941-209-2939

Jana Motwani
Independent Beauty Consultant



®

ED’S RAIN MAKER
IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION
REPAIR

MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION

MAINTENANCE

(941) 725-8100
edsrainmakerirrigation@gmail.com
Insured

Clean-Out
Maintenance

Quality Work

Design
Installation

Free Estimates

Dave Psimer (941) 720-0239



12255 US HWY 301 N    Parrish, FL 34219w

Tue. - Sat.:  9 AM - 6 PM, Sun.: 10 AM - 2 PM

FRESH AIR   OPEN AIR   
LOCAL MARKET!!!

Jalapenos, cream cheese, chips, salsa, 
habanero cheese, celery, peanut butter, 

pumpkin roll, red velvet cake roll, amish ice 
cream, vine ripe tomatoes, fresh mozzarella, 

fresh bread, andouille sausage and more! 

Making Game Day Snacks?
We have you covered...

     
     

    W
e h

ave
 

Valen
tine

 Cand
y 

Kabo
bs!!
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Parrish Community High School FFA

Way to go, Bulls!

 A huge congratulations and job well 
done goes to Marissa Souders for rais-
ing our chapter steer this year! She won 
first in class, received a call back in se-
nior showmanship, won 2nd place car-
cass and also the new exhibitor award!! 
What an outstanding first year she had 
this week! Thank you Keen Farm & 
Grove and Gulf Coast Ag for purchas-
ing our chapter steer for this year’s 
Manatee County Fair.    We would like to say a huge thank 

you to Ellenton Nursery growers and 
Commissioner Priscilla Trace for purchasing our first ever 
chapter steer for last year’s fair! We appreciate you supporting 
our program and all of our kids!

Congratulations Jace Gutshall - 1st Place County Calf - Supreme 
Champion Overall Heifer, Grand Champion Commercial Heifer 
and 3rd Place Steer Senior Showmanship

Congratulations to 
James Keen for win-
ning 3rd Place County 
Calf, Grand Champion 
Beef Breeding Senior 
Showmanship, Re-
serve Champion Com-
mercial HeiferCongratulations Janna Groover - 1st Place County Calf 

- Reserve Grand Champion Steer, 3rd Pace Beef Breed-
ing Senior Showmanship and Reserve Champion Beef 
Breeding Registered Maine-Anjou Heifer. 

Congratulations Katlyn Brouwer 
for 1st Place Steer Carcass

Our chapter pig was 
purchased by Jerry & 
Kathy Wolfe this year 
and exhibited by Jade 
Stanton. 



Look No Further...

Is Here!

Custom Cabinetry & Granite Counter Tops
Flooring All Hard Surfaces

Tile-Backsplash-Shower Tile
Finish Trim Work

Painting
Custom Pavers

Decking
Pressure Washing

Specializing in Kitchens and Bathrooms
Established since 1986

Stephen Woodland
941-776-8068
941-445-1251

woodysdesigns1@yahoo.com

WOODY’S DESIGNS
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What Will You Make of Today?

Andrea F. Harkins
Author, Motivator & Martial Artist

Read more by Andrea at:
www.themartialartswoman.com 

 Today is whatever you make 
it. Will it be any of these: relax-
ing, productive, adventurous, 
spirited, or exciting?
 There are many choices 
that you can make to create 
a memorable and joyful day. 
However, it is easy to choose 
the opposite of positive and 
memorable. Don’t go there! 
Don’t allow negativity, lazi-
ness, or complacency define who you 
are. Find a way to reverse engineer 
your negative thoughts into actions 
to improve yourself and the world 
around you. A quick smile is a great 
way to start. It makes you feel happy 
and the people around you, too.

 If you want to truly define your 
day, use your gifts and talents to make 
a difference. You may not be certain 

what your gifts and talents are. That 
is okay! Exploration is a positive 
phase of learning more about your 
unique personality. It took me a long 
time to hone my gifts and talents and 
it all brings me right here to you via 
my mission of martial arts and posi-
tivity. I never really thought about 
blogging or podcasting. I took a look 
at what inspires me and what I enjoy 
and that lead me right here.
 You have the chance to make to-
day truly awesome. Remember, no 
one can dictate how you feel, what 
direction you choose, or your goals 
and accomplishments.  You, and 
you alone, have that power. If you 
use that power in a positive way, you 
create a meaningful and powerful 
life. It is that easy.

 We are all swayed by others, bul-
lied to believe we are not worthy or 
smart, or even told that we cannot 
reach the goals we set for ourselves. 
None of that is true. Every person is 
provided with a baseline of poten-
tial upon which they build, if they 
so desire. You are at step one right 
now, exploration. This allows you 
to move forward and upward. Think 
about your passions, what you love 
to do, or the people you love. You 
learn basic truths about who you 
are when you examine your favor-
ite things. Focus and find out what is 
important to you. Then, create posi-
tive moments in your life through 
your words and actions.
 In martial arts, every punch, kick, 
form, and technique, allows you to 
witness a part of yourself that you 
did not know existed. It’s not magic, 
but rather concentrated effort that al-
lows you to become more than you 
ever imagined. The martial artist 
develops character and believes in 
integrity and humility. They see the 
world not as an obstacle, but an op-
portunity. Life opens up.
 You have the capability to fol-

low this path through your own pas-
sions. Define the person you want 
to be, then move forward. Don’t ex-
pect life to hand you a gold medal 
without running the best race you 
can, first. You need to keep running, 
trying, and building. Eventually you 
find your pace and know that you 
can run the distance. Your life is full 
of possibilities miles long.
 The question remains for the to an-
swer. What will you make of today? 

4.5%4.5%
List Your Home with 

Re/Quest Realty’s 
#1 Parrish Realtor!

Never Pay 6% Again!

for
only

Total Commission
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News from the Manatee County Libraries

Join the Friends of Rocky Bluff Library
Name: 
Address:  
City: 
State:                   Zip:                 Date:
Telephone:
Email: 

Types of memberships

Individual - $10.00
Family - $15.00

Sustaining - $25.00
Patron - $50.00

Bronze Leaf - $100.00
Other Amount: ________

Are you a new member or a renewal?
New          Renewal

Please make check payable to Friends of Rocky Bluff Library.
Drop your completed form with your check into the Friends’ box at the library.

Dues and contributions may be tax-deductible.
Drop in the box at the library or mail to:

 Friends of Rocky Bluff Library, P. O. Box 133, Ellenton, FL  34222.

q q

Please join the 
Friends of Rocky Bluff 

Library.

There will be lots of 
programs, projects 
and a Book Sale 
coming up later in 
2021, and we will 

need your help (and... 
book donations)!

Rocky Bluff Library Honors Employee of the Year and Retir-
ing Friends’ President Doris Pope

 At a special event on Thursday, January 14, 2021 two people were 
honored at Rocky Bluff Library. Members of the Friends of Rocky Bluff 
Library, staff, Manatee County personnel and volunteers gathered to 
watch a presentation to Rich D’Alessandro, Manatee County Employee 
of the Year (2020) and Doris Pope, retiring President of the Friends of 
Rocky Bluff Library.
 Each of the honorees received a beautiful plaque which will be 
placed in the Rocky Bluff Library. Hal Harmon, Library Supervisor pre-

sented both plaques and 
enumerated the various 
accomplishments of each 
recipient.
 Rich who has been a 
library assistant at Rocky 
Bluff for three years was 
described as a compas-
sionate, personable and 
hard-working team play-
er. “He is always looking 
for ways to support his 

coworkers and build them up,” said Supervisor Hal Harmon. A veteran 
of the U.S. Army, Rich has gone above and beyond with efforts to ac-
knowledge and honor veterans.  In 2020 Rich set up a Veterans Social 
event where veterans could share their stories, connect with other vet-
erans and discuss benefits with Veteran Services staff. He plans to con-
tinue this program.
 Doris Pope joined the Friends of Rocky Bluff Library in 2004 
has worked with this group and served in many capacities ending her 
tenure as President of the Friends’ group for the past several years. 
Through her leadership and personal interaction with Friends’ mem-
bers and board members, work with Manatee County and participa-
tion with Friends’ leadership in other libraries, she has made excep-
tional progress for our library. She has initiated new programs, led 
in fund-raising efforts, helped develop a great website, seen that this 
Friends’ group received proper publicity, invited many people to join 
the Board, begun the first Friends’ group in Manatee County to par-
ticipate in the Giving Challenge sponsored by the Community Foun-
dation of Sarasota County and the Manatee Community Foundation 

Your public library at your fin-
gertips.  Anytime.  Anywhere.

hoopla is a groundbreaking digi-
tal media service offered by your 
local public library that allows 
you to borrow movies, music, 
audiobooks, ebooks, comics and 
TV shows to enjoy on your com-
puter, tablet, or phone – and even 
your TV!  With no waiting, titles 
can be streamed immediately, or 
downloaded to phones or tablets 
for offline enjoyment later. There 
are hundreds of thousands of 
titles to choose from, with more 
being added daily. hoopla is like 
having your public library at 
your fingertips.  Anytime.  Any-
where.

and generally been a driving force in the success of this Friends’ 
group.  Additionally, Doris has mentored Friends’ members and 
has devoted countless hours to library projects and programs. She 
has epitomized the title of a true and tireless leader.
 If you see Rich or Doris in the library, be sure to congratulate 
them on their achievements.  We sincerely thank both Rich and Doris 
for their contributions to make our library a positive and fundamen-
tal part of our community.

Rich D’Alessandro (center) is presented a plaque by Hal Harmon 
(right), Library Supervisor, and congratulated by Elizabeth 

Partridge, Manatee County Library Services Manager.

Doris Pope is presented a plaque by Hal Harmon, 
Rocky Bluff Library Supervisor honoring her service as 
President of the Friends of Rocky Bluff Library for her 

years of service. 
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National Donor Day
February 14

 Valentine’s Day 2012 forever became a Day of Giving 
Hearts for the Fowler family. It was the day Anthony Fowl-
er’s family made the decision to choose life for others in 
need of organ and tissue transplantation after he had passed 
away. Two days later, on 2.16.12, Anthony’s organs were 
recovered to save five people, and two more were soon to 
receive the gift of sight thanks to Anthony’s corneas.
 Anthony was eleven when he died due to an accident 
while playing outside. He was all boy who loved baseball 
and gave great hugs. He left behind dozens of family and 
friends, including his parents and four siblings, and lives 
on in their memories and actions, as well as those whose 
lives he saved. The Fowler’s started the Anthony Fowler 
Foundation in Anthony’s memory, which raises money to 
help families with children unexpectedly in the hospital for 
unknown amounts of time. Gretchen, Anthony’s mom  now 
works for LifeLink helping other families facing loss carry 
out their loved one’s wish to give the Gift of Life.
Anthony’s family misses him every single day, and all year 
round they share his story. On Valentine’s Day, and through 
February 16th, they take it a little bit further and request 
people make a decision to become a donor, register their 
wishes on their state donor registry and encourage others to 
do the same in memory of Anthony. 
 Share your decision. Share your heart.

cristina
free estimate
great references
lelei.tina@gmail.com

tina’s cleaning 
services

2035019245

 Over the past couple of years, the Parrish Fire District has 
been a supporter of the Manatee Technical College, Fire Science 
Division in hosting both certified Fire Inspector and Fire Officer 
courses for our firefighters, which are not only for state certifica-
tion but are also college accredited. These course can also be used 
to ancillary earn their Associates or Bachelors degrees in the field 
of Fire Science. With this unified partnership, our District can host 
courses here in Parrish. This affords us the opportunity to keep 
our firefighters here in the District on and off duty, which permits 
all our full-time staff, 

as well as our Reserve Responders, to attend these courses. 
With this proven partnership in hosting these courses, we are 
not confined to Parrish but can also reach out to other depart-
ments who send members in need of these courses as well. We 
have had firefighters from as far as Longboat Key and Sarasota 
County attend these Fire Officer courses, which enables excel-
lent networking and camaraderie amongst all departments.
 In establishing this private/public partnership with the Col-
lege, we also now have two fire educators from Parrish that are 
currently working on the Fire Academy Staff, 28 year veteran Captain Jason Guthrie and 10 year veteran 
Class I Firefighter Scott Fox.
 Parrish is classified by the State of Florida as a combination fire department (career and volunteer 
firefighters). We have identified the tremendous growth upon the horizon and are now using a hybrid 
model. We only accept State certified firefighter/emergency medical technicians to our Reserve Re-
sponder program. Once applicants complete and satisfactorily pass a comprehensive firefighter task 
book / practical fire evolution, they are hired on a part time basis with the District to add to the daily 
staffing and or fill open slots on the schedule. This provides the District when the budget can fiscally 
allow, that we only hire from our internal pool of qualified applicants from within the District, and do 
not have to go outside the department for a hiring process. Most of our current Reserve Responders 
are local graduates from the MTC Fire Academy. With this program partnership in place, it provides a 
continual platform to educate our District firefighters.
 The District would like to openly, ‘Thank’  MTC Fire Science Program Director Jay Bush along with 
Captain Guthrie and Firefighter Fox for setting up the program and continuing this excellent partnership.

Parrish Fire District / Manatee Technical 
College, Fire Science Division 

“Partnership in Training”
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Don’t Forget Desert!

SAVE UP TO
80% OFF
PRESCRIPTION
MEDICATIONS
A Discount, mail order
prescription service (like
a Canadian Pharmacy)

Over 14,000
medications available

941.803.7487
sabine@discountmeddirect.com

Contact us for a free quote
discountmeddirect.com
7018 US Highway 301 N
Ellenton, FL  34222

We also sell CBD Products

Corner of 301 and Old Tampa/Erie Roads

PARRISH/ELLENTON
941-723-1111
VOTED BEST!

Hours : Mon-Thurs 11 am - 9 pm
Fri & Sat 11 am - 10 pm

Sun 12 pm - 9 pm

www.FerrarosItalianGrille.com

Ferraro’s Italian Grille
With this coupon.

Not valid with offers or
prior purchases.

Offer expires 2/28/2021

8348 US 301 N. We Deliv� !

Wild Sunday - Thursday
2 for $25 Dinners

Choose from Baked Ziti, Pasta & Meatballs, Manicotti, 
Cheese Ravioli, Stuffed Shells or Lasagna with

2 House Salads, Garlic Bread

Valentine’s Day 
Special

We’re open for take out and indoor/outdoor dining!!!!
We are now serving at 100% with the recent announcement by the Governor.  

Rest assured, however, we have not changed our regimen of masks, cleanliness 
and thorough cleaning of the entire restaurant after each diner’s exit.

We’re here to serve you - our loyal Parrish customers.

Ferraro’s Italian Grille
With this coupon.

Not valid with offers or
prior purchases.

Valentine’s Day 
Free glass of house wine or beer 
with purchase of regular dinner.

 Stuck at work or home and have a sweet tooth? Don’t forget Fer-
raro’s has awesome deserts that you can add to your pick up or deliv-
ery order (or order at your table too, of course)! Below is our Frankies 
favorite, deep fried pizza dough stuffed with cannoli cream, topped 
with powdered sugar and chocolate syrup. 

OFFICE NOW OPEN AT 7915 US301 N STE 201, ELLENTON FL

Ashorerealtyllc.com

941-417-7777

Call today for a free market analysis

Rosemarie Lunardelli

Broker/Owner

Ashorerealtyllc@outlook.com

732-489-3676

New Listing! 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Townhome in Kissimee, FL

Priced at $235,000

They also offer crisp cannoli shells filled with homemade cannoli 
cream, and amazing “Cake of the Day” offerings. 
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Trivia Answers can be found
on page 40.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM FOR SUMMER TRAVELERS
I would like to subscribe to the Parrish Village News for:
______ months starting with ______ @ $2.00 per month

Total: $_____________

Please send my subscription to the following address:

Name:  _______________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: ____________________________

Enclose your check and mail this form to:
Parrish Village News

P. O. Box 257
Parrish, FL  34219

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
I reside out of the newspaper mailing area.

I would like to subscribe to the Parrish Village News for:
____1 year @ $24 per year    ____2 years @ $45 total

Please send my subscription to the following address:

Name:  _______________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: ____________________________

Enclose your check and mail this form to:
Parrish Village News

P. O. Box 257
Parrish, FL  34219# Clip and Mail#Clip and Mail

February brings us Valentines Day and 
Presidents Day. Here are some questions 
for February which might test your trivia 

knowledge.

1.  February gets its name from the word feb-
rua. What language does this word come from?
2.  What is the meaning of the word “februa?”
3.  Which flower do many people consider 
February’s flower? It’s not the one you think!
4.  What is the birthstone for February?
5.  The 2nd of February is Groundhog Day. 
It is also a special day for Roman Catholics. 
What is it?
6.  Which awards show normally occurs at 
the end of February?
7.  Which legendary character is recognized 
on the 12th of February?
8.  Which famous rocker was born on the 
fourth of February?
9.  Which criminal was associated with the 
St. Valentine’s Day massacre?
10.  Who’s plane crashed in February 1959?
11.  What solar body did Astronomer Clyde 
W. Tombaugh discover on the eighteenth of 
February, 1930?
12.  Which vaccination was first given to 
school children on the 23rd of February, 1954?
13.  Which Olympian made history by 
becoming the first person to win five indi-
vidual medals in February, 1980?
14.  President Lincoln was born in February 
in a log cabin. Who was the first president 
born in a hospital.
15.  What president liked to skinny-dip in 
the Potomac River early in the morning?
16.  Which president banned broccoli from 
his dinner plate?
17.  This president politely turned down the of-
fer of a gift of elephants from the king of Siam.
18.  St. Valentine was put to death at the 
order of what Roman emperor?
19.  Valentine’s Day evolved from what 
ancient Roman festival?
20.  Who was Cupid’s mother?
21.  The British Museum holds a letter 
believed to be the oldest valentine still in 
existence. Who wrote it?
22.  In addition to being the unofficial 
patron saint of love, what occupation is St. 
Valentine also believed to be the patron of?
23.  Which US President lost both his wife 
and his mother on Valentine’s Day?
24.  What US state produces the most roses 
for Valentine’s Day?
25.  Venus, the goddess of love, was born 
from _____________?
26.  In Old Ireland, a heart was carved into 
what as a Valentines gift?

Interesting February Dates in History
February 1, 2003 - Sixteen minutes before it was scheduled to land, the Space Shuttle Columbia 
broke apart in flight over west Texas, killing all seven crew members. This was the second space 
shuttle lost in flight. In January 1986, Challenger exploded during liftoff.
February 2, 1848 - The war between the U.S. and Mexico ended with the signing of the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo. In exchange for $15 million, the U.S. acquired the areas encompassing parts 
or all of present day California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, and 
Texas. The treaty was ratified on March 10, 1848.
February 6, 1788 - Massachusetts became the sixth state to ratify the new U.S. Constitution, by 
a vote of 187 to 168.
February 11, 1929 - Italian dictator Benito Mussolini granted political independence to Vatican 
City and recognized the sovereignty of the Pope (Holy See) over the area, measuring about 110 
acres.
February 13, 1635 - Boston Latin School, the first tax-payer supported (public) school in Amer-
ica was established in Boston, Massachusetts.
February 15, 1898 - In Havana, the U.S. Battleship Maine was blown up while at anchor and 
quickly sank with 260 crew members lost. The incident inflamed public opinion in the U.S., 
resulting in a declaration of war against Spain on April 25, 1898, amid cries of “Remember the 
Maine!”
February 19, 1942 - Internment of Japanese Americans began after President Franklin Roosevelt 
issued an Executive Order requiring those living on the Pacific coast to report for relocation. Over 
110,000 persons therefore shut down their businesses, sold off their property, quit school and 
moved inland to the relocation centers.
February 21, 1972 - President Richard Nixon arrived in China for historic meetings with Chair-
man Mao Tse-tung and Premier Chou En-lai.
February 23, 1942 - During World War II, the first attack on the U.S. mainland occurred as a 
Japanese submarine shelled an oil refinery near Santa Barbara, California, causing minor damage.
February 24, 1867 - The House of Representatives voted to impeach President Andrew Johnson. 
The vote followed bitter opposition by the Radical Republicans in Congress toward Johnson’s 
reconstruction policies in the South. However, the effort to remove him failed in the Senate by 
just one vote.
February 27, 1950 - The 22nd Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified, limiting the 
president to two terms or a maximum of ten years in office.

February 2021
Daily Holidays, 

Special
and Wacky Days:

1  Decorating With Candy Day
1  No PoliticsDay
1..Robinson Crusoe Day
1..Spunky Old Broads Day
2  Groundhog Day
2  Sled Dog Day
3  The Day the Music Died
3  Feed the Birds Day
4  Sweater Day
4  Facebook’s Birthday
4  Thank a Mailman Day
5  Bubble Gum Day
5  Shower With a Friend Day
5  Western Monarch Day
6  Eat Ice Cream for Breakfast Day
7  Superbowl Sunday
8  Boy Scout Day
8  Clean Out Your Computer Day
11  Don’t Cry Over Spilled Milk Day
11  International Day of Women and Girls 
in Science
11  Get Out Your Guitar Day
12  Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday
12  Paul Bunyan Day
13  Get a Different Name Day
14  Valentine’s Day
14  Library Lovers Day
15  Annoy Your Boss Day
16  Pancake Day
16  Mardi Gras
17  Random Acts of Kindness Day
18  National Hate Florida Day 
20  Love Your Pet Day
20  World Day for Social Justice
21  Card Reading Day
22  George Washington’s Birthday
22  Margarita Day
22  Be Humble Day
22  Cupcake Day
23  International Dog Biscuit Day
24  Pink Shirt Day
24  National Tortilla Chip Day
25  Rubber Ducky Day
26  World Pistachio Day
26  Tell a Fairy Tale Day
27  Open That Bottle Night
27  International Polar Bear Day
28  National Tooth Fairy Day
28  Oscar Night
28 Public Sleeping Day

Next Leap Day is 2024.
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February News from Williams Elementary School
  Please join us in celebrating First Grade, eLearning teacher,  
Mrs. Sonja Schubring, ABC Channel 7’s Chalkboard Champion for 
December. She was surprised with a zoom call from Channel 7 on 
December 17th sharing this amazing news with her.
 We are so proud of ALL of our teachers, but it is so great when 
special recognition comes a teacher’s way.  
 Congratulations, Mrs. Schubring!

 Principal Connie Dixon and 5th grade teacher, Cinda 
Byrd congratulate Ethan for winning the Daughters 
of the American Revolution Annual Contest with his 
essay “The Boston Massacre”. March 5, 2020 marked 
the 250th Anniversary of the Boston Massacre, 
considered to be a pivotal event that paved the way 
to the American Revolution. Students were asked 
to imagine they were living in Boston and, after 
witnessing the events of March 5th, describe their 
family’s discussion about the Boston Massacre and 
what role it played in organizing the colonists against 
the British King and Parliament.
 Ethan was presented this prestigious award for his 
essay being chosen out of every public and private 
school that submitted.
 We are so proud of Ethan and this very special 
accomplishment.

Celebrating 20 years in Parrish!

Esthetic, Sedation, and General
Dentistry for Adults

776-0885

 C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
and a BIG Howl Out 
to Palma Bosworth, 
Guidance Clerk.
 Mrs. Bosworth 
is officially Public 
Relations certified 
having attended the 
District’s Customer 
Service 101 training. 
The School District 
of Manatee County is 
the first school district 
in the state to have at 
least one certified PR 
individual at each 

school. Mrs. Bosworth’s duties will be to 
continue offering, to the best of her ability, top 
quality customer service to staff, parents, and 
all community individuals.  “The knowledge 
I learned from this course can be used in all 
areas of my personal and professional life.  
The course provided strategies to improve 
listening skills, communication skills and 
provide a foundation of the SDMC customer 
service standards,” said Mrs. Bosworth. 

Principal Mrs. Dixon, Media Specialist Mrs. Willis 
celebrate 5th grade student Omar with the Bell of 
Excellence for showing kindness to and helping a 
fellow student. We are very proud of you!
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News From The 
Florida Railroad Museum 

Wanted! Volunteer Workers at the Florida Railroad Museum!
 Looking for volunteer work close to home? Do you like working with chil-
dren? Do you like working with others?  Do you like trains? Well, look no fur-
ther! The Florida Railroad Museum right here in Parrish is hiring seasonal work-
ers for their upcoming events. Many workers are needed for many jobs.
 The different jobs include: setting up, tearing down, and working events  

at the Willow location or 
in Parrish and also work-
ing as a car attendant on-
board the train. wWe can 
keep you busy all season 
long. Additionally, there 
are jobs such as track 
maintenance, train main-
tenance, restoration, op-
erations, working in the 
gift shop and taking res-
ervations.  

 Highly qualified volunteers with thousands of hours of service will guide 
you through all the training necessary to perform your duties. The most rig-
orous training can be found in the Operations Department where volunteers 
work their way from car host to locomotive engineer. It is a rewarding journey.
 As a volunteer, you decide the level of service and number of hours to 
work.  Some positions in the Operating Department do require a minimum 
number of trips or days worked during the year to maintain certification. 
 If you are interested in working at the museum this season, please email 
gmiley@frrm.org or call the ticket office (941) 776-0906.
 Reach out and Join Our Crew.

Murder Mystery Dinner Train
 The popular Murder Mystery Dinner Train will be back on track in Febru-
ary as the Florida Railroad Museum hosts a dinner party for its passengers.  
Opening February 12, 2021: Murder in Black & White by Eileen Moushey. 
Greet the suspects (or victims?) at the Parrish station, and watch the show pre-
sented on stage at the Willow depot! Prizes will be awarded to guests who are 
the Best Dressed in black and white, too. This show is one of the most popular, 
so get tickets while you can. Parrish Playworks wants you to solve the mur-

der mystery, but the show isn’t going 
smoothly this year, and it looks like 
an innocent(?) audience member may 
be poisoned, while three others have 
close calls. What do a retiring nun, 
a waitress at a diner, a kindergarten 
teacher, and a “personal escort” have 
in common?  Very little, except it 
looks like they’ve all been targeted 
for murder. But why? And where did 
the mysterious butler go? The detec-
tive who takes charge of the investi-
gation must decide which one is the 
real intended victim . . . and which 
one is the murderer. Audience mem-
bers may have seen and heard more 
than they’re saying, and they may be 
called upon to “testify” about things 
they learned about the victim before 
her untimely demise. Things can get 
complicated, even when it’s a Murder 
in Black and White. The performance 
dates are February 13, 14, 20, 21, 27 
and 28, and March 6 and 7. Come 
see your favorite Parrish Playworks 

troupers (Phil Montgomery, Debbie 
Davidson, Tami Vaughan, Jay Wright, 
Dawn Reif, and Mandy Kersey) per-
form along with some new faces 
(Charlie and Haley Goodson Magee) 
in this cast of culprits. Go to www.
FRRM.org to reserve tickets for this 
really fun event! Murder in Black and 
White by Eileen Moushey is produced 
by special arrangement with Myster-
ies by Moushey.

Covid-19 Advisory
 For 2021 the events will operate 
at 50% capacity.  Due to the complex 
nature of ticketing in reserved seat 
cars, window seats will only be sold.  
However, you may consolidate your 
group using unsold aisle seats within 
your seating area.
 Extra staff will be on hand to keep 
the museum sanitized during your 
visit.  Your safety is important to the 
museum. All guests are encouraged to 
wear masks.

 Boarding begins 30 minutes be-
fore departure.  Be sure to allow extra 
travel time for traffic, parking, ticket 
pickup and boarding.
 More information and tickets can 
be found on the museum’s website at 
www.FRRM.com or by calling the 
ticket office Wednesday through Sun-
day from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm at 941-
776-0906.

Directions to the 
Rail Road Museum

 The Museum is located 25 miles 
north of Sarasota and 35 miles south 
of Tampa off Interstate 75 at exit 229. 
The physical address is: 12210 83rd 
Street East, Parrish, FL 34219. 

Pictured above: Charlee Magee and Jay Wright. 

Pictured above right: Charlie Magee, Debbie Davidson, Haley 
Magee, Tami Vaughan, and Jay Wright
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YOUR SKIN HEALTH IS OUR   

FIRST 
PRIORITY

We are here 
when you need us!

YOUR PARRISH PROVIDERS

Brett Blake  
MD, FAAD

Leslee Baute
MMS, PA-C

PARRISH
9015 US-301 North, Parrish, FL 34219

NOW ACCEPTING 

Humana Gold Plus, Freedom Health 
& Optimum HealthCare Insurance Plans

941-776-1577 
 RiverchaseDermatology.com

Ligaya 
Buchbinder

MD, FAAD, FASDS

ments. The Chefs at the three Chiles Group 
restaurants regularly visit Gamble Creek 
Farms to meet with the farmers and create 
menu dishes based on the local harvest. 
 Gamble Creek Farms is an important 
part of the cul-
ture in the Par-
rish commu-
nity, celebrating 
farmers and the 
long tradition 
of farming in 
our area. Lo-
cated at 14950 
Golf Course 
Road, the Gam-
ble Creek Farm 
Stand will be 
open Saturdays 
and Sundays from 10 am – 2 pm. 

Gamble Creek CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Heritage Day CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

munity Park, so have a look while you are at the festival!
 The Heritage Day Festival promises to be a fun way for families to 
spend the day outside. After the parade, the fun continues with vendor 
booths, kids’ games, prizes, 
arts and crafts, food trucks and 
entertainment.
 The PCA has been fortu-
nate enough to secure Ari and 
the Alibis for a return perfor-
mance. Grab your chair and 
check them out.
 ALSO CALLING SPON-
SORS!! The PCA is a non-
profit organization who works 
to protect the interests of the 
community of Parrish and 
host community events. As you can imagine, these events cost money and 
the PCA and the Heritage committee are reaching out to request sponsors 
to donate. There are sponsorships at many different levels. Please reach out 
to Lorraine Prosser at colorsbylorraine@gmail.com if you are interested in 
being a sponsor and to discuss the levels available.
 As has become our new normal, concerns exist about Covid 19. The 
PCA will have hand sanitizing stations throughout and masks available at 
their tent. The entire event is outside and while masks are strongly sug-
gested, they are not required. 
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Iris Worth McClain, widow of Merle Mc-
Clain, moved from Sarasota to Parrish in 
1973 with two young sons, Kenneth (Kenny) 
and Larry.  Her boys went to local schools, 
made lifelong friends, went fishing, hunt-
ing and raised cattle.  After retiring from 
a career in banking, Iris became actively 
involved in the Parrish community with 
the Parrish Civic Association, The Parrish 
Foundation, the Parrish Chili Cook Off, the 
Parrish Arts Council and the Parrish Y.  She 
coordinated the Children’s Christmas Party 
for needy children in Parrish and loves to 
read and learn about Florida history.  She 
wants to provide interesting stories of old 
homes and old buildings to preserve the his-
tory of Parrish and promote the vitalization 
of Parrish. Iris Worth McClain

This Old House
Articles about Parrish Homes and

Buildings Is Available for Purchase
 You can purchase a compilation of Iris McClain’s articles on “This 

Old House.  Her book, This Old House, is available in paperback 
format.  The book tells the stories and recollections of the town 
with the old houses, buildings, and the people that lived in them, 
our old churches, schools, post offices, etc. Iris has been writing 
articles for this newspaper for years. She has now collected them 
for this book.

 The books are available at PJ’S Sandwich Shop, Manatee Vil-
lage Historical Park and the YMCA in Parrish.  A donation of 

$10.00 will provide grants for children’s nonprofit organizations in our community 
to encourage them to participate in the arts.  

Iris Worth McClain

This Old House
Charles Mead Britt, Jr. & Rosalind C. Britt

12210 71st Street East
Parrish, Florida

 This home was built by Arabie Lasseter Gillett, widow of William H. 
Gillett in 1917. They had lived in a home located on 121st Avenue, most 
of their married life. William H. Gillett and his first wife, Mary Elizabeth 
Turner Gillett had several children and they lived in Parrish until Mary Eliza-
beth passed away in 1901 at the age 55. William was a prominent citizen 
in Manatee County, a pioneer cattleman and fruit grower. He was also the 
first commercial tomato grower in the west central Florida area. William 
passed away in 1917 at the age of 70. 
 Arabie Gillett lived in this home until she passed away in 1932 at the 
age of 72. The home then went to Grover and Edna Lasseter Gillett. Edna 
and Arabie were half- sisters. Grover was the son of William H. & Mary 
Elizabeth Turner Gillette. After Grover passed away, Edna continued to live 
there with her daughter Lewin Elizabeth Gillett.
 For a number of years, Edna cooked lunch for the school children and 
served them lunch on her front porch. The Parrish Elementary School, built 
in 1924, was just across the street from their home.
 Edna passed away in 1966 and Lewin passed away in 1992. Edna’s Grand-
son Charles Mead Britt, Jr., and his wife Rosalind Britt are the present owners. 
 There is much history centered around this grand old home, many families 
have enjoyed living and raising their families there. With names like Turner, 
Lasseter, Gillett and Britt “This Old House” has a legacy that incorporates 
many of the founding fathers of Parrish.
 Thanks to all that have shared so much history through the years, making 
it possible to write these articles in the PVN & “This Old House” book; Mead 
Britt, JoAnn Rogers, Sidney & Vivian Buice, Joel Whidden, Lamar and Pam 
Parrish, Norma Kennedy, Jim Parks, the Gillett family, the Masengale fam-
ily and many more. Much of the information found in these articles and the 
book, was gathered at the Historical Libraries in Bradenton and Palmetto.
 If you know of an old home or building you would like to see in this 
column, please give me a call 776-1041 or e-mail irismcc@msn.com 

HeatherSniffen@michaelsaunders.com

HeatherSniffen.com
8325 Lakewood Ranch Blvd  
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

941.720.1526

Your resource for  
Manatee County  
real estate.

Heather Sniffen
REALTOR®
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Two Imposters
John Phillips

 Learn the art of 

GUITAR  
JJOOHHNN  PPHHIILLLLIIPPSS  

IInnssttrruuccttoorr  

LLIIVVEE  VVIIRRTTUUAALL  LLEESSSSOONNSS!!  
Call/Text (941) 915-4694  

www.GuitarLessonsManatee.com 
All Styles & Skill Levels 

Gift Certificates Available! 

We Find you the
Best Coverage

for the Best Price...

 There is a famous poem, written by Rudyard Kipling, entitled “If.” 
In this poem, Kipling sets forth those qualities which he believes will 
lead a person to be a success as a human being. One of my favorite 
lines from this poem reads, “If you can meet with triumph and disaster 
and treat these two imposters just the same.”
 It is these two imposters: Triumph and Disaster, which I will briefly 
attempt to address in this month’s column.
 We all know that we prefer life’s triumphs. We like it when things 
come easily to us. It is great when everything goes according to the 
plan. We feel that vicarious thrill when ‘our team’ wins. In short, it is 
nice when things go our way.
 Unfortunately, things don’t always happen that way, do they?
 Oftentimes, things do not go according to plan. Things are more dif-
ficult than we expected. Sometimes, to be honest, our efforts seem to 
end in disaster.
 Like Kipling, I propose that we view both triumph and disaster as 
imposters. Obviously, we should celebrate our triumphs, but consider 
this; what if everything always went our way? What if we never had to 
experience defeat or overcome difficulties? What if we only did what 
came easily to us? What if, out of fear of failure, we never did anything 
truly challenging?
 I submit to you that such a life would be very shallow indeed. Simi-
larly, we must consider that getting what we want does not always turn 
out to be a good thing. In such a case, what you had thought was a 
triumph could actually be a disaster. (Be careful what you wish for.)
 In the same way, disaster, while certainly unpleasant, can be seen as 
an imposter. In this life, it is often our fiery trials and tribulations which 
refine us. It is often life’s disappointments which can make us even 
more determined. It is often our failures which give us the opportunity 
to begin again more intelligently. If we use the opportunity properly, 
that imposter posing as a disaster can actually serve to strengthen and 
improve us more than any easy triumph possibly could.
 In conclusion, I leave you with this quote from Thomas Paine, who 
sums it all up better than I ever could: “The harder the conflict, the 
more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too 
lightly; it is dearness only that gives every-
thing its value. I love the man that can smile 
in trouble, that can gather strength from 
distress and grow.”

 If you have any topics which you would 
like to see in future columns, or to inquire 
about guitar lessons, you may contact John 
Phillips at guitarlessonsmanatee.com or by 
phone at (941) 915-4694.
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For Tee Times call (941) 744-9771

Call Janice at (941) 718-4848 or jreed@waterlefefl.com
Open to the Public

PLAY WHERE THE PROS PLAY!

There’s no better time than now to think about a golf membership!
Golf Memberships and Programs for 2021

Single & Family
Memberships:

Full Executive
Sr. Executive (75 yrs. young)
Jr. Executive
Young Executive
Pre-Payment Not Required
No F & B Minimum
69/90 Day Trial Programs

w
w
w
w
w
w
w

HOST TO THE 2021 US OPEN QUALIFIER

1022 Fish Hook Cove, Bradenton, FL  |  waterlefegolfandriverclub.com
Host to the US Open Qualifying Tournament an unprecedented six times.
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Open
Monday - Saturday

Sister Practice to Braden River Animal Hospital

Serving Parrish, Ellenton,
Palmetto, Bradenton &

Surrounding Communities

12805 County Road 675      Parrish, FL 34219
www.northriveranimalhospital.vet   contact@nrah.vet

w
w

Support our advertisers!
They make it possible to deliver this 

paper to you at no cost to you.

1. You make me melt.

2. Pie like you berry much.

3. You’re soda-lightful.

4. I a-peach-iate you.

5. We go together like mac & 
cheese.

6.  We stick together like PB&J.

7. You’re the loaf of my life.

8. You’re my everything bagel.

9. You whisk me off my feet.

10. Let’s avocuddle.

11. You take the cake.

12. Words cannot express 
hummus I love you.

13. Will you be my Valenlime?

14. You’re my soymate!

15. We’re butter together.

16. Bee mine?

17. Can’t bear to be without you.

18. I love you like no otter.

19. I’ll owl-ways love you.

20. You’re o-fish-ally my favorite.

Valentine’s Day Puns For 
Your Sweetheart

21. Seal-ed with a kiss.

22. You’re one in a chameleon.

23. Hey corgeous!

24. Meow and forever.

25. You octopi my heart!

26. No bunny compares.

27. When I’m with you, I’m feline 
good.

28. I turtlely love you.

29. I ain’t lion when I say I love 
you.

30. You’re such a deer.

31. Lookin’ sharp.

32. Aloe you vera much.

33. I’ll never desert you.

34.  I lava you.

35. Pining for you.

36. Life would succ without you.

37. Wood you be my Valentine?

38. I’ve fallen for you.

39. So glad I pricked you.

40. Do you beleaf in love?



Parrish Village News PAGE 23

The Facts About Cataract 
Surgery

Dr. Doug Black
 Last month, we discussed how the development of cataracts happens and I 
explained specifically what a cataract is.  As I mentioned, in most cases cata-
racts can be easily taken care of through surgical removal.  A vast majority of 
the time, this can lead to a life-changing improvement in overall vision.  How 
does this happen?
 During cataract surgery, the natural lens in the eye, which has become 
cloudy over time, is removed.  This is done as an outpatient procedure and 
typically takes a matter of just a few minutes.  A synthetic lens, called a “lens 
implant” is then placed into the eye to replace the natural lens that was re-
moved.  This implant is clear, just like the natural lens was earlier in life.
 Aside from the main goal of replacing the clouded natural lens from the 
eye, one of the best benefits of having an implant placed into the eye is that 
this implant can have the ability to provide clear vision without the use of 
glasses or contact lenses.  For many years, surgeons have been able to give 
patients implants with the proper power to achieve clear distance vision.  This 
has allowed millions of people to be able to drive, watch television, watch 
movies, and attend sporting events without the need of wearing any vision 
correction, even if they required glasses or contacts to see clearly at distance 
for most of their life.
 With this traditional form of cataract surgery, reading glasses are need-
ed to see clearly at close distances.  However, in today’s world there are 
more specialized options available with implants.  Patients undergoing 
cataract surgery now have options to have implants to correct astigmatism 
and even multifocal implants, which can greatly reduce the need for any 
vision correction at all.
 There are some commonly belived myths out there regarding cataract sur-
gery that simply are not true. One statement that I commonly here from pa-

tients when we discuss cataract surgery is, “They will just laser my cataract, 
right?” A cataract cannot be simply lasered away, it must be actually removed 
from the eye.  The most modern versions of cataract surgery do utilize a laser 
to help make the procedure more precise, but cataract surgery is not simply a 
laser procedure.
 Another commonly believed myth regarding cataract surgery is that some 
patients are concerned that at some point after having surgery, their cataract 
will grow back.  It is not possible for any removed cataract to grow again.  
During surgery, the natural lens is removed from the eye and, once removed, 
it cannot re-grow itself.
 As you can see, there are a number of great benefits that can be achieved 
through cataract surgery.  It’s amazing how such a relatively simple surgical 
procedure can lead to a big improvement in quality of life. If you’ve been told 
that you have cataracts that are having enough impact on your vision to war-
rant doing surgery, it could be something to actually look forward to!.
 Douglas Black, O.D., is a Doctor of Optometry at Eye Center, Inc.
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News from Buffalo Creek Middle School
Art classes, led by Mrs. 

Hernandez won the UTC 
greeting card contest-1st place 

for middle schools! 
Go Hawks!

 Rylee Williams won 
Grand Champion 
for her pig at the 

Manatee County Fair 
This is our 3rd Grand 
Champion in the past 

5 years at Buffalo 
Creek Middle School 
Several of our FFA 

members showed pigs 
and received awards. 
We are so proud of 
all of  you and your 
accomplishments.

 We are so proud of Emma Spivey, who 
won Best of Breed, Best of Variety, 
Champion Bantam, Best of Show Grand 
Champion. Her winning chicken is a 
White Crested Black Polish named Mari-
lyn. Emma also won 2nd place Intermedi-
ate Showmanship. 

RESPECT was the PBIS 
Character of the month.  These 

students displayed respect 
proudly. So proud of our Hawks!

Coach Hickey was interviewed as a former student 
of Christa McAuliffe, the Teacher/Astronaut of the 
Space Shuttle Challenger in 1986.  She and two of 
her former classmates joined Hoda from the Today 
Show for an interview on them becoming teachers 
and carrying on their teacher’s legacy.  This marks 

the 35th anniversary of the Challenger disaster.

Our Mission: The mission of Buffalo Creek Middle School is to inspire our 
students with a passion for learning, empowered to pursue their dreams 

confidently and creatively while contributing to our community, nation and world.
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Torgau CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

While buying
or selling a home is a 
big “to-do”, it doesn’t 
have to be a hassle! 

I’m the REAL-tor who 
“KEEPS IT REAL”

Tiffney Mosley
941-725-2636

ctm4902@yahoo.com

Service, Repair and Replacement

Reasonable Rates
for all your Cooling

Needs

Clint Mosley, Owner
Meeting Your Air
Conditioning Needs Since 1988

Attention Parrish Residents!

Need a new system?
We are replacement specialist,

get a quote before you buy!

Mosley A/C is owned
& operated right here in Parrish

Visa & Mastercard accepted

Owner Performs All Work!

941-504-2331

Coming soon 3 bedroom, 2 bath Palmetto Point great starter house.  $239,900

Commercial Property with GC zoning and plenty of road frontage. Start 
your own business here.           $249,900

Large 3 bedroom 2 bath beauty for rent $1100 per month.

ately opened fire. Fortunately, no one 
was hit and Robertson scrambled to 
safety to work on Plan B. Torgau had 
been used by the Germans to house 
prisoners of war and the allies had 
recently liberated the camps. Robert-
son found a Soviet officer who spoke 
English and brought him down to the 
river. This officer shouted across the 
river in Russian that these really were 
Americans and to please “hold your 
fire”. Robertson and his translator got 
in a small boat and oared their way 
across the river to the waiting Sovi-
ets. After a suitable amount of hug-
ging a Russian lieutenant got in the 
boat with Robertson and came back 
across the river. First Contact had 
been made. The date was April 25th 
1945, now known as Elbe Day. When 
Gen. Reinhardt heard what had hap-
pened, he had Robertson arrested and 
thrown in jail to await court martial. 
However, when Gen. Omar Bradley 
was advised that contact had been 
made, with no lives lost, he con-
gratulated Gen. Reinhardt on this 
outstanding accomplishment and rec-

ommended commendations for all of 
the men involved. Reinhardt was no 
dummy, so Robertson was immedi-
ately released from the brig and given 
a medal. It’s the Army way!
 None of the history books give 
this account of what happened on 
Elbe Day. Publicity pictures and 
newsreels show General Reinhardt 
and his Russian counterpart General 
Rusakov, shaking hands, smiling, 
and reaffirming their commitment 
to the defeat of the Nazis. We were 
told the real story, proudly, by a local 
guide who was 14 years old at that 
time and witnessed the whole event. 
 Next, we visit Meissen, famed for 
its porcelain. Hang on to your wallet!



Parrish Village News PAGE 26



Parrish Village News PAGE 27

Parrish Charter Academy

Over the last month, our kindergarten classes at Parrish Charter Academy built their 
literacy and science skills as they engaged in a study of the weather. They studied 
the weather through a variety of informational texts. They created a class weather 
journal and tracked their individual learning in a meteorologist’s notebook. They 
also broadened their study of weather as they thought about how weather affects 
people in different places around the world. They even explored how weather 

affects people by reading a 
variety of narratives where 
the characters are affected 
by a weather event. Students 
are prompted to think about 
how the weather affected the 
choices people made on a 
day-by-day basis.  
 At the end of their 
weather unit, our kindergartners completed home projects, which was displayed in our 
Weather Expo. They even had a chance to listen to a short presentation and a question 
answer from a field expert, Josh Linker from Spectrum Bay News 9.
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“We’re in your neighborhood.”
Climate Controlled Units

Non-Climate Drive Up Units
Flexible Terms & Accommodations

Moving Supplies
24 Hour Access

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 3:00 pm

Located behind C&K Smokehouse

Locally owned and managed.
Variety of sizes to fit all needs and budgets.

12123 US Hwy 301 North 941-479-7877
Parrish, FL 34219 parrishstorage@Reagan.com
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Pre-Retirees: Plan Now for Health Care Costs
James F. Morrison, Financial Advisor

FA
P

-1
9

6
6

E
-A

 

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

When it comes to  
your to-do list, put  
your future first.

To find out how to get your  
financial goals on track,  
contact your Edward Jones  
financial advisor today.

James F Morrison III, CFP®, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

7915 Us Highway 301 North 
Suite 210 
Ellenton, FL 34222 
941-722-0163

James Morrison, Financial Advisor
Edward Jones
7915 US Highway 301 North
Suite 210
Ellenton, FL 34222
941-722-0163

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor.  Edward Jones, Member SIPC.  

 If you’re close to retirement, you’ll have several financial issues to consider. 
But you’ll want to pay attention to one of the most important of these issues: 
health care costs. How can you prepare yourself for these expenses?
 First, get an early start on estimating health care costs. More than two-thirds of 
those planning to retire in the next 10 years say they have no idea what their health 
and long-term care costs will be in retirement, according to the Edward Jones/Age 
Wave Four Pillars of the New Retirement study. And some people don’t worry 
much about these costs, which may be considerable, thinking that Medicare will 
pay for most of them.
 While Medicare does cover many medical expenses, it also has its own costs. 
You probably won’t pay a premium for Part A (inpatient/hospital coverage), since 
you likely had this cost deducted from your paycheck when you were working. 
But if you are hospitalized, you’ll have to pay deductibles and coinsurance (the 
percentage of costs you pay after you’ve paid your deductible). Part B (doctor’s 
visits) requires a premium, deducted from your Social Security checks, and you 
must pay an out-of-pocket deductible. After you meet this deductible for the year, 
you typically pay 20% of the Medicare-approved amount for most doctor’s ser-
vices. And when you enroll in Part D (prescription drug plan), you will likely also 
have to pay a monthly premium, an annual deductible and coinsurance or copays.
 To help pay for the Medicare deductible, coinsurance and copayments, you 
may want to get supplemental insurance, known as Medigap. Premiums for 
Medigap vary, depending on the plan you choose.
 As an alternative to original Medicare, you could select Medicare Advantage
(sometimes called Part C). Medicare Advantage plans are offered by private com-
panies approved by Medicare, but the benefits and costs vary by plan.
 These plans generally will incorporate Medicare Parts A and B and will provide 
additional medical coverage, such as prescription drugs.
 When you incorporate all the above, the annual out-of-pocket costs for tradition-
al medical expenses likely will be about $4,500 to $6,500 per year, per person – not 
insignificant, but certainly a number that can be addressed by careful planning.
 But there’s one more expense to keep in mind: long-term care. The average cost 
of a private room in a nursing home is more than $100,000 per year, according to the 
insurance company Genworth. And Medicare typically pays few of these expenses.
 Clearly, between regular medical costs associated with Medicare or those not cov-

ered by it, and costs resulting from the possible need for long-term care, your health 
care bills can mount. To meet these costs, you need to plan ahead – and take action.
 For example, it’s essential that you incorporate health care expenses into your 
overall financial strategy. You can also work with a financial professional to run 
some “what-if” analyses to see if your strategy would be derailed by a potential 
long-term care stay. And the professional you work with may be able to suggest 
specific protection vehicles that can help you meet the costs of long-term care.
 The best time to prepare for your health care costs during retirement is well be-
fore you retire. So, if you haven’t already started, now is the time to do so. When 
it comes to paying for health care, the fewer surprises, the better.

NOW OPEN!!NOW OPEN!!

Parrish Bait & Tackle Parrish Bait & Tackle 
Shop Located at Parrish Shop Located at Parrish 

RV & Boat StorageRV & Boat Storage

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Full tackle shop plus 
marine and RV supplies

12155 US Hwy 301 North12155 US Hwy 301 North
Parrish, FL  34219Parrish, FL  34219
941-776-1290941-776-1290

www.Parrish-Storage.comwww.Parrish-Storage.com
parrishstorage@reagan.comparrishstorage@reagan.com

Across from Parrish Post Office
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Kansas City, Tampa Bay to Vie for the 
Championship at Raymond James Stadium

 When the Kansas City Chiefs and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers face off in pro-
fessional football’s annual championship game on Sunday, February 7, Raymond 
James Stadium will be in sharp focus in millions of households. The stadium, 
named for Raymond James Financial when it opened in 1998, is located only 13 
miles from the firm’s international headquarters.
 Even if you’re not a dedicated football fan, between now and the official face 
off, you’ll likely see or hear the name of Raymond James Stadium referred to 
frequently in print or broadcast news. After such a challenging year, I thought you 
might enjoy a more light-hearted update on our stadium in advance of one of the 
most-watched annual U.S. sports events.
 This year will be the third time that the biggest game in football is played at 
Raymond James Stadium since it first broke ground in 1996. Since opening, the 
stadium has seen its fair share of triumphs, upsets and renovations, but remains a 
fan favorite for its iconic 103-foot-long replica of an early-1880s pirate ship and 
an animatronic parrot that chats away to fellow fans as they pass by. Adding to fan 
excitement this year is the fact that this will be the first time one of the competing 
teams will play the big game in their home stadium.
 There’s no telling ahead of the kickoff whether Tampa’s big game day will 
produce a squeaker like the Giants-Bills contest in 1991 or a blowout like the 
Raiders-Redskins game. However, investors who pay attention to market trivia 
will probably be wondering about the tongue-in-cheek indicator that suggests 
market prices will rise over the course of the year depending which conference’s 
team comes out on top.
 Of course, it’s just a fun theory and there is obviously no real connection be-
tween the big game and the stock market, so I strongly suggest limiting your 
predictions this year to the winner’s sports drink color or the length of the national 
anthem! In the meantime, if you have questions about your financial plan or the 
markets, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
 As always, thank you for your continued trust in me as we work toward your 
goals through 2021 and beyond.

Jim Zientara, MBA, CIMA®
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Rachel McGinnis, Leo&Lucky’s

February Events Leo&Lucky’s

Saturday, February 13th - Anesthesia-Free Doggy Dental Cleanings (by appoint-
ment only, call 941.776.0770 to schedule)
Saturday, February 13th – Low Cost Vaccines Mobile Pet Hospital 1-3 p.m.
Saturday, February 27th - Anesthesia-Free Doggy Dental Cleanings (by appoint-
ment only, call 941.776.0770 to schedule)
Saturday, February 27th – Low Cost Vaccines Mobile Pet Hospital 1-3 p.m.

Show your Pet How Much You
Love Them this Valentine’s Day and Beyond

 Our pets hold such a special place in our heart and are an im-
portant part of our family. Pets provide us emotional fulfillment, a 
furry shoulder to cry on or celebrate with, a great motivation to get 
our daily exercise, and so much more. We know our pets love us, 
and happily, there are ways we can show them our love in return.

Provide them mental stimulation
 Every pet requires something to do during the day, but ev-
ery pet’s needs are different. Some pets, like working dogs or pets 
with anxiety, need plenty of activity as well as a high level of men-
tal stimulation. More energetic pets can benefit from activities like:
 • Structured training sessions
 • Multiple walks per day
 • Off-leash play time in the backyard or dog park
 • Pet day care
 • Agility training
 • Flyball
 Other, more sedentary pets, like some cats or non-sporting compan-
ion dogs, might need a little more incentive to be active. Treat-dispens-
ing toys are often a favorite of pets who would otherwise sit around most 
of the day. The more they push the treat around or manipulate it, the 
more rewards they get. Try it with small ice cubes or low calorie treats.

 Remember, the more active a pet is 
during the day, the more likely they are 
to be too tired to find more “creative” 
things to do. It’s a win/win. 

Feed them a balanced diet
 One of the best ways to show 
your pet love is to feed them a bal-
anced, nutritional, hydrating diet. 
A high-quality diet doesn’t have to 
break the bank. If you feed kibble, 
consider rotating flavors, or add-
ing a frozen or freeze-dried top-
per for some moisture and variety. 
Pouring goat milk or pet-specific 
bone broth on top of kibble can 
provide a treat as well as the extra 
hydration our pets need in Florida. 
 Offering a variety of chews, 
treats, no-hide, and pet grass in addi-
tion to a variable diet is a good idea. 

We have extensive information on 
feeding on our website at Leoand-
Luckys.com/blog or feel free to give 
us a call or come in with any questions. 

Celebrate them
 Do you know when your pet’s 
birthday is? Maybe not if you adopt-
ed them (and thank you for rescuing!) 
If you don’t know their birthday, (or 
even if you do!) you can celebrate 
their “Gotcha Day,” which is the day 
you rescued them. We have all kinds 
of pet-friendly birthday treats, toys, 
and outfits in the store, and if you let 
us know your pet’s birthday or got-
cha day, you’ll get a special birthday 
rewards coupon to celebrate them. 
Bring them in on their birthday for 
extra spoiling from our entire staff. 
 See you soon in store!

Mike Young

myatthelake@msn.com

Screen & Window Repair
New screens, Re-screening, Replacement
Rollers, Reglazing, Balance Rods, Sliding Glass
Door Rollers, Awning Window Operators

941-932-7819

Support our local 
businesses as they 
support Parrish!
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Specialized Dental Care for Infants, Children & Adolescents
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Friendly Dental Team
State-of-the-Art Technology, Software & Equipment

Themed Rooms for Your Child’s Enjoyment
Digital Radiographs

Sedation Options Available
Participates with Most PPO Insurances

Mention theParrish Village Newsto receive a FREEDental Exam forKids Under2 Years Old*!*offer valid for patientswithout insurance

Animal Rescue Coalition Appoints 
New Executive Director

 Laura McCann was recently chosen as the executive director of the Animal 
Rescue Coalition (ARC), a not-for-profit organization with a mission to end the 
killing of adoptable dogs and cats in Sarasota and Manatee Counties.
 McCann brings more than 30 years of legal and executive experience in the 
military, corporate and nonprofit sectors to ARC.
 In her new role, she will lead, support and guide the organization’s mission, 
ensure the nonprofit’s financial health, oversee resources and day-to-day oper-
ations and fulfill ARC’s mission through programming, strategic planning and 
community outreach.
 “We are very excited to have Laura join our team and the ARC family,” said 
Joanna Pace, ARC board chair. “Laura’s passion for animals, military service and 
legal background, as well as her tremendous energy, aligns well with the demands 
of this position. More importantly, her impressive track record of donor and part-
ner relationship building as a senior member of the United Way of Greater Chat-
tanooga’s executive team made her the top contender to expand upon ARC’s mis-
sion by ending needless euthanasia through proactive spay and neuter programs.”
 Most recently, McCann was the founder and president of Philanthropy Part-
ners, a firm that provides professional guidance to nonprofits, corporations and 
foundations. She helped advance the mission of nonprofits through expert assis-
tance on compliance with state and federal laws regarding formation, governance 
and tax reporting and identified funding opportunities. In this capacity, McCann 
secured more than $1 million in federal grants and private donations for clients.
 Prior to that, she served as the vice president of United Way of Greater Chat-
tanooga. During her 5-year tenure, she developed the program model for the Hub 
for Social Innovation, a United Way initiative, and oversaw design and construc-
tion of the space. McCann also initiated the rebrand of Venture Forward, formerly 
the Center for Nonprofits, and grew membership from 110 nonprofit members to 
360 organizations, provided consulting services and organized and hosted five 
nonprofit conferences, quadrupling attendance annually.
 She is a veteran of the U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General’s Corps, where she 
was selected to serve as the first Regional Counsel to the Naval Criminal Inves-

tigative Service. McCann’s career also includes employment as a litigation man-
ager for General Electric Company and roles as compliance officer and corporate 
counsel in the insurance industry.
 “In the 20 years that ARC has been in existence, the nonprofit’s spay and 
neuter services and partnerships with other animal welfare agencies have made 
tremendous strides towards reducing the number of unwanted pets in the Sara-
sota region,” said McCann. “The ARC leadership team has successfully raised 
awareness of its mission and impact in the past two decades. I hope to use my 
passion for animals, love for community 
and skills as a nonprofit leader to con-
tinue ARC’s growth for the benefit of the 
dogs and cats in our care and for future 
pet owners who will provide their for-
ever homes.”
 McCann earned her Juris Doctor 
from the New England School of Law 
in Boston, Mass. and received her bach-
elor’s degree in management from Regis 
College in Weston, Mass. She holds a 
certificate from the Society of Human Resource Management and is certified by 
Board Source as a board training facilitator. 
 Active in the community, McCann is a member of the Association of Fund-
raising Professionals, Chattanooga Women’s Leadership Institute, Southeast Ten-
nessee Veteran’s Coalition and Chattanooga Chamber of Commerce Small Busi-
ness Awards committee. She also serves as a mentor for the Chattanooga Chamber 
of Commerce’s Young Professionals Association and a coach for Chattanooga 
Youth Hockey.
 Mary Dietterle, the previous executive director, is relocating to North Caro-
lina but will assist with the transition and the organization’s February fundraising 
event. The talent management company MBJ Group led the nonprofit’s successful 
search for the position.

Laura McCann with Ian, her Labrador RetrieverLaura McCann with Ian, her Labrador Retriever
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Greetings From The Manatee 
County Extension Service!

Services Available
 The Agriculture & Extension Service of-
fers a wide variety of educational classes 
and events throughout the year.  Topics and 
events include gardening, lawn irrigation, 
landscape maintenance, nutrition, health 
and wellness, budgeting, composting, rain 
barrels, nature tours and much more.
 For a list of upcoming classes and events,  
go to mymanatee.org and click on Manatee 
County Extension Service
 For more information, please call (941) 
722-4524.

Upcoming Webinars/Events
Interested in attending our webinars/events? 
Here are a few that are upcoming:

February 05, 2021 - Veggie Influenza - Join 
us for a workshop on common vegetable 
diseases. Get answers to the plant disease 
questions you have. This 2-hour class cov-
ers basic identification skills, host plants, 
and management. For more information, 
please contact Mack Lessig at (941) 722-
4524 ext. 1821 or mlessig@ufl.edu. 

February 10, 2021 - Fruit Tree Series: 
Selection and Planting. Join Master Gar-
dener Volunteer John Dawson for a series 
of three webinars on fruit tree cultivation. 
This first webinar covers what to look for 

when selecting trees and proper planting 
techniques.
February 10 - Selection and Planting
February 17 - Care and Maintenance
February 24 - Varieties for Central Florida 
Go to https://ufl.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_
eB7J83RfT2mxbF-YU7TFCQ to register.

February 12, 2021 - Florida-Friendly 
Landscaping™ for Newcomers - This 
Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ class will 
be brought to you by a Master Gardener 
Volunteer with the personal experience of 
adapting to all of the challenges that gar-
dening in Florida has to offer newcomers.  
Informational and sometimes humorous, 
you will be sure to learn a thing or two 
about the new experiences of gardening in 

a new state. To register: 
https://ufl.zoom.us/we-
binar/register/WN_A6r-
cV8AsSRObawJPpi-JdQ.

February 23, 2021-Webi-
nar - Taking the Mystery 
Out of Micro-Irrigation 
- Join Don Adkins, Wa-
ter Conservation Program 
Assistant, to discuss an 
“Introduction to Micro-

$650 value

Consultation, 
Examination, Full 
Spine Xrays, and 
Vitamin D3/CRP Test

Your Community Chiropractor

We are excited to have the pleasure to meet the members of 
our community and be able to impact the health and wellness 
of your family and friends. It has always been my goal to make 
our community healthy with an evidence-based approach to 
conservative health care. My wife Tamara, my three daughters (Lillian, 
Lola, and Evelyn), and myself are excited to become a big part of this
great community in Parrish. Our mission is to help others fully recover
and advance to their optimum level of health and wellness.

Dr. Edward Johns D.C.

12353 US-301 N. Parrish, FL
941-933-1500 

www.nrchiropractic.com

Irrigation”. This will include the pros & cons, along with 
learning how to select, install, and operate your own wa-
ter saving irrigation system. The discussion will include 
information regarding the components, and how to as-
semble and maintain. Join the webinar to hear the benefits 
and why it is important to water plants, shrubs and other 
landscape plants separate from your lawn. This class satis-
fies the irrigation educational requirement for the Mana-
tee County Outdoor Water Conservation Rebate Program. 
Contact: Deina (941) 722-4524 ext: 1828 or deina.brink-
er@mymantee.org for further class information. Class size 
required or class will be cancelled. Registered attendees 
will be notified.

Wish Farms grows ‘white strawberries’ 
in Manatee County

 A farm in Manatee County is growing a new type of fruit 
that will soon be available on store shelves. Acres and acres of 
white strawberries grow at G & D Farms in Duette. The berries 
are also known as pineberries.
 “It’s really an interesting piece of fruit. It has unique flavors. 
It’s hard to relate it to a red strawberry. Sometimes you get a 
little pineapple hint and sometimes you get a little peach or 
pear,” said Gary Wishnatzki, Owner of Wish Farms.
 Wish Farms is a year-round supplier of strawberries, blue-
berries, blackberries and raspberries. The family-owned com-
pany has been around for nearly 100 years.
 “The pineberries are currently available in South Florida. 
They will be available in this area coming up later this week. 
We expect local supermarkets to start having them on the 
shelves,” said Wishnatzki.
 It’s always our pleasure to be of assistance! 
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News from Harvey Elementary School
The 5th Grade Shark Squad at Harvey spreads some Jawsome Friday vibes 
during arrival! 

Mrs. McCrone’s Kindergarten 
friends celebrated Mr. Art, 
Harvey’s School Guardian for 
appreciation day

Our house cup winners, the 
red team, Amistad celebrate 
earning the most points school 
wide! 

Wave Runners kicked off the last week in January! A huge 
thank you goes out to Ms. Haan, Mrs. Pescuma, Mr. Coberly 
and Coach Baggetta for “reaching for extra” and providing 
this opportunity for our Harvey Sharks!
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A Patient Focused, Multi-Specialty Group
National Expertise l Multiple Locations

Lakewood Ranch I
11505 Rangeland Parkway, 1st Floor, Bradenton, FL 34211

www.intercoastalmedical.com
Medicare and most insurances accepted

Dr. Mark Dreyer brings to Intercoastal Medical Group at the Lakewood 

Ranch I office a wealth of knowledge and experience in Podiatry.

Undergraduate:  Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL
Medical School:  Doctor of Podiatric Medicine, 
     Midwestern University, Glendale, AZ
Residency:          Podiatric Medicine, Reconstructive Rearfoot and 
     Ankle Surgical Residency, Westside Medical
                        Center, Plantation, FL
Fellowship:    Reconstruction and Limb Salvage Surgical 
     Fellowship, Family Foot & Leg Center, Naples, FL
Certification:       American Board of Podiatric Surgery

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS! 
 TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT, PLEASE CALL

941-362-8662

WELCOMES
 

Mark A. Dreyer, DPM
Board Certified, Podiatric Surgeon

Christmas Tree Decorating 
Contest Winners

 The annual tree decorating contest at the 2020 Parrish Hometown 
Christmas presented some delightful and original ideas! The participants 
were the Anthony Fowler Foundation, FFA, Barbara Harvey Elementary 
School, North River Dental, Cindy Gorrus Christ, Kiwanis of North Mana-
tee, Manatee County Sheriff’s Department K-9 Unit and The Teal Turtle. 
 The winner, North River Dental, received a $100 prize, depicting the 
Grinch carrying the tree away. Dr. Delrose very generously donated the 
winning check back to the Parrish Civic Association! The PCA is very 
grateful for his generosity. Second place winner was Susan Grainger’s Par-
rish Community High School FFA, with $75 and third place was a tie be-

tween the Manatee County 
Sheriff’s Department K-9 
Unit and Barbara Harvey 
Elementary School. Lt. 
Jeremy Bertolino from the 
K-9 Unit was very grate 
ful to receive the check as 
was from Barbara Harvey 
who said it would be used 
to buy uniform shirts for a 
student
 Thank you to all who 
partiipated and the PCA 
looks forward to seeing 
your creations again in 
December.

Pictured Above: The First place 
winners from North River Dental. 
Dr. Daniel Delrose, Dr.Richard 
Steinberg and, of course, The Grinch.

Pictured Right: Second place win-
ners from the PCHS FFA, Susan 
Grainger, FFA Advisor and Marissa 
Sounders, Vice President of PCHS 
FFA Chapter

Pictured Left: Lt. Jeremy 
Bertolino of the Manate County 
Sheriff’s Department K-9 Unit. 

Pictured Right: From left to right, 
Stacy Connors (administrative 
assistant), Hayley Rio (principal) 
and Lisa Camulo (school secretary).
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Cooler Temperatures 
Change Pace Of Fishing!!

Capt. Jason Prieto

For charter information
contact Capt. Jason at

813-727-9890 or
www.steadyactionfishingcharters.com.

Captain Jason Prieto is a native resident of Tampa and has fished Tampa Bay and its sur-
rounding waters for the past 20 years.  He is owner and operator of Steady Action Fishing 
Charters which is based out of lower Tampa Bay.  To book a charter, you can reach him at
813-727-9890 or www.steadyactionfishingcharters.com.  If you would like to catch him 
on Facebook go to @steadyactionfishingharters, Twitter @captjasonprieto, Linkedin @
jasonprrieto, Instagram @steadyactionfishing charters or Instagram @captjasonp.  Capt. 
Jason is Regional Director of the Florida Guides Association.  Come join us in the fun.

Parrish Office:
12215 U.S. Hwy 301 North

Parrish, FL 34219

941.776.1188

CenterStateBank.com

 January 1st was the start of winter for Tampa Bay .We have been blasted with 
cold fronts every 3 to 5 days. This can really take a toll on fishing, as drastic 
drops in water temperatures and not a lot of consistent weather will make for 
some tough fishing. Fortunately for people who fish Tampa Bay ,we have plenty 
of warm water refuge. Power Plants warm water discharge and springs feeding 
the river systems offer constant warm water. Tampa provides some great winter  
fishing. With that being said February is here and while it can be just as cold as 
January, we start to see signs of spring and a light at the end of the tunnel.
 Sheepshead really take center stage this time of year as they use the residential 
canals, reefs and wrecks to spawn. There are various ways to target sheepshead 
and all work well ,but some can be a bit involved. I like to take the easy route 
using a smaller shrimp hooked on  a #1 super sharp daiichi circle hook. (You can 
even use pieces of shrimp.) As stated earlier these fish get on the reefs, docks and 
wrecks that are all over the bay so finding a good spot isn’t that difficult. Simply 
drop your shrimp down with the adequate amount of weight depending on depth 
and tide and get ready for some great fishing. Sheepshead are known to be great 
at stealing bait, so you will want to bring a bunch of shrimp.
 Trout are also a hot fish to target going into February. You can expect to catch 
a ton of fish on the flats using both live and artificial baits. I prefer to use artificial 
bait when targeting Trout in the winter. It is a great way to catch fish when drifting 
the flats you can also cover a lot of ground. One of my favorite Trout rigs is the 
Mirrolure Mirrodine 17MR BCH. This is a sinking suspending twitch bait and the 
Trout absolutely love it. And another great option is a soft plastic Mirrolure Lil Jon. 
Match this with a 1/8 once Jig head on the shallows and you will be amazed at the 
amount of fish you will catch on artificial bait. Remember the cooler the water the 
slower you will work the baits!
 Redfish is another great option this time of year. While you won’t find too 
many big schools of fish roaming the flats, you can have a blast catching the 
smaller reds around the creeks, docks and rivers. There are a bunch of different 

baits and methods and techniques to use but I like to use a select size shrimp on 
either a free line or a split shot to get it down. Reds love shrimp and other crus-
taceans and they work great for the winter time since they are slow moving bait. 
The last thing to do is get ready for some great spring fishing. Take advantage of 
those bad weather days and get your boat and gear in good shape and ready for 
spring because it will be here before you know it. Tight lines.
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For the LOVE of 
Real Estate

Leslie Wells.

Don’t miss the Parrish Heritage Day 
event on the Ft. Hamer Extension, 
just East of the Parrish Community 

High School!   March 6!

 To be in a career for as long as I have (this is 
year #45 for me) and still LOVE what you do is 
certainly a blessing. There are hundreds upon 
hundreds of reasons I find my work so satis-
fying. Meeting great people, helping first-time 
homebuyers, helping improve desperate situ-
ations, assisting sellers navigate staging and 
promotion; the list goes on and on. But there is 
one perk that towers above all others and keeps 
me coming back day after day with a big smile 
on my face- Facing the daily unknown.

 Having the “unknown” play such a large role isn’t for everyone. For many, stability 
and routine can be just as rewarding. Don’t get me wrong, I am a planner. I start each day 
with a list of goals. Sometimes I put them on paper, sometimes they’re just a mental note, 
but there is always a plan. However, in the world of real estate, one phone call can derail 
everything, and one random text can change someone’s life. Sure, the unknown can be a 
problem, especially on an already busy day. However, over the years I have chosen to see 
the shift in focus as an opportunity to be embraced and explored. I have learned to LOVE 
the unexpected journeys.  
 Last March, my Realtor daughter Madison learned a house we had been eyeing was 
finally going to be put on the market. Like some of you, I often admire other homes 
based on location, decor and architecture and play the game of “what if” just for fun. But 
Madison’s call to us that day meant the house I had fallen in LOVE with from the minute 
I saw it had become a real possibility. 
Buying a house was not exactly in my 
plan for that day but my willingness 
to embrace the change in plans made 
it a reality. Fast forward to present 
day…we have found our new piece 
of paradise. Terra Ceia Island.
 Over the years, I have listed and 
sold several properties on Terra Ceia 
Island and I have always known it is a 
charming place to live. But, it wasn’t 
until moving here that I really expe-
rienced the rich history, the culture, 
and the island vibe. The community 
has its own Facebook page to keep 
neighbors in touch with one another 
and up to date on special events. The 
mix of old homesteads, new houses, 
waterfront, acreage, big boats, kay-
aks, canoes, and pontoons really cre-
ates a wonderfully eclectic ambiance 
that is hard to resist. 
 Terra Cia is also home to pelican rescues, manatee 
watchers, dolphin performances and breathtaking sunsets. 
There are golf cart parades, food trucks, church services at 
the park and so much more.
 Our little slice of Florida never ceases to surprise me, 
even after 45 years! What a little gem we have here. From 
Terra Ceia to Parrish, From Palmetto to Ellenton, Braden-
ton, Lakewood Ranch, Myakka, the islands and beyond, 
this is a wonderfully special community. I hope each of 
you finds your real estate LOVE story right here in Mana-
tee County! If you need a matchmaker, look for a Realtor! 
We’ll help you find your perfect place and hold your hand 
while you explore the unknown. 
 Happy Valentine’s Day!

Complimentary
Second Opinion

New patients
always welcome
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The Parrish Civic Association welcomes our new and returning members!

 The Parrish Civic Association has been going strong for over 30 years.  In the beginning, it accomplished a really significant thing for Parrish - helping to 
establish the Parrish Fire Department. This has had so much importance to Parrish. After all these years, the Parrish Civic Association is still working hard for 
the common good of the community: organizing the Parrish Heritage Day Festival, helping with the Parrish Children’s Christmas Party for needy children and 
families, developing Overlays to the Manatee County Comprehensive Plan and the Village, hosting the Parrish Hometown Christmas and Membership Apprecia-
tion events, bringing important programs to PCA meetings during the year, and currently working with the Parrish Arts Council on cleaning up the corridor along 
301 from CR 675 to Moccasin Wallow Road. We still have work to do including bringing more parks and community improvements to Parrish.
 Help us out in this effort by joining the Parrish Civic Association in 2021. Forms are on page 2 and page 47. Clip one of them out, complete it, enclose a check 
and mail it in today!  Help your community continue the efforts! 

Join the Parrish Civic Association for 2021

Thank you for your support!
Basic

Cindy Chin
Steven Finn

Parrish Partner
Shaun Ausborn

Gretchen Fowler
Norma Kennedy
Tami Vaughan

Parrish Promoter
C j & Kerry Stanko

Dennis & Mary Frances Beville

Parrish Business Supporter
Alan Jones - Jones Potato Farm
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Answers to February Trivia

1. Latin
2. Purification
3. Primrose
4. Amethyst
5. Candlemas Day
6. Academy Awards
7. Paul Bunyan
8. Alice Cooper
9. Al Capone
10.  Buddy Holly
11.  Pluto
12.  Polio
13.  Eric Heiden
14.  Jimmy Carter
15.  John Quincy Adams
16.  George H.W. Bush
17.  Abraham Lincoln
18.  Claudius II
19.  Lupercalia
20.  Venus
21.  Charles d’Orleans
22.  Beekeepers
23.  Teddy Roosevelt
24.  California
25.  Sea -foam
26.  Spoon 

10yr. Warranty

Mobile Home 
Heating & 

Cooling Units

$ 3 4 9 5
  Installed

Integrity AC, LLC
941-704-9413

License#CAC1819044
1202 Gary Ave. Suite #101, Ellenton, FL 34222

Really great prices and excellent service. 
Lorie is fantastic. I have had my unit 
installed and serviced  by Lorie for 3 
years without any issues what so ever. 
GREEEAT prices and service.             

Google review by Dan Torony

Brands that qualify 
for this price are Frigidaire, 
Goodman, and Tempstar.

Great Location

$65,000
Lovely 2/1.5 doublewide, 55+ community, 15 minutes 
to the beach, remodeled and freshly painted, new 
flooring throughout, spacious kitchen, large lot, great 
rear patio, community pool, tennis and clubhouse.
Jann Mink 941-779-6098

“WELCOME TO PARADISE”

SALES AND RENTALS
Ellenton Office: 941-729-2381

Holmes Beach Office: 1-800-237-2252

HOLMES BEACH OFFICE
5201 Gulf Drive

Holmes Beach, FL 34217

ELLENTON OFFICE
Ellenton Plaza, 945 25th Drive East, Suite 10

Ellenton, FL 34222

VisitAParadise.com

MOBILE HOMES NEEDED FOR SALE OR LEASE
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS AND

MOBILE HOMES SALES PERSONS NEEDED

5312 16th Street West, Bradenton, FL 34207

$35,900
Spacious 2/2, completely turnkey, split plan, full size laundry 
room, solid wood flooring, 4 year old A/C, newer appliances, 
large garage and storage shed plus a covered carport, 
nicely furnished including a flat screen TV, 55+ community.
Jann Mink 941-779-6098

New Listing New Listing

$228,000 NEW LISTING!
The world is your oyster!  This is an opportunity to make this home your own 
or buy as an investment to remodel.  It is a project.  All the characteristics of 
a true classic Florida home but needs TLC and updating.  Lots of windows 
and space give this home so much potential.  2BR/2BA concrete block 
West Bradenton home close to the main travel arteries make it easy to be in 
Sarasota or at the beach in 15-20 minutes.  AC installed in 2013, roof in 2014.  
New electrical panel installed in the garage in December of 2020.  Just tented; 
one year termite warranty is transferrable to new owner.  Beautiful knotted 
wood ceilings and walls in front room of the home as well as the family room.  
Master bedroom features a cedar lined closet.  Huge Florida room with tons 
of windows showcases the backyard.  Room for a pool in backyard that can 
be surrounded by lush landscaping.  Sold AS-IS.  Don’t miss the opportunity 
to create your own masterpiece.  Sue Carroll 941-962-7727

Featured Listing

$49,900
Spacious, spotless doublewide, 55+ community, 
bright, cheery furnishings, large lanai, updated 
plumbing, electric breakers in meter have been re-
placed, active community with a heated pool and 
new workout building, pet friendly.
Jann Mink 941-779-6098
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12159 US Hwy 301 North      Parrish, FL  34219

Phone: (941) 776-5585      Fax: (941) 776-5655      Email: Realhabinc@tampabay.rr.com

WE Have Officially Moved OUR LOCATION

Physical Therapy, Aquatics, Wellness
New Patients and Walk-Ins WELCOME
UV LIGHT PURIFIED A/C
State of the Art WELLNESS EQUIPMENT
Most INSURANCES Accepted, Call for Information

Monthly GYM MEMBERSHIP
INSURANCE PROGRAMS
Soon To Be INDOOR POOL
Aqautic Therapy for “Healing Waters of Parrish”

w

w
w
w
w
w

w
w
w
w

READY FOR NAVY BOOT CAMP!

24/7 CLUB ACCESS • FITNESS ASSESSMENT • PERSONAL TRAINING • EQUIPMENT ORIENTATION

My name is Chris and this is my fitness story. I was going to the YMCA in Parrish on and off but 
never stuck to a consistent schedule until 2018. At that time I was working on a farm preparing 
for culinary school. I was in the gym up to 2 hours daily, 6 days a week, for almost 3 months. I 
ended up getting burnt out and stopped going to the gym.  A few months ago my mother took 
me to Parrish Anytime Fitness. I did not have any experience with free weights, so I decided to 
work with a Personal Fitness Trainer. I am learning new exercises and have lost 40 pounds while 
gaining muscle mass. I know that I will be physically fit for Navy boot camp. Chris Beckett
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COLDWELL
BANKER

REALTY
jaarnes@tampabay.rr.com

sarasota-bradentonhomes.com
8334 Market Street

Lakewood Ranch, FL  34202

Parrish Professionals Third 
Round of PPP Loans

 Thursday January 21st Parrish Professionals had 
their monthly networking meeting. Kevin Fish from 
Grow Financial Federal Credit Union presented infor-
mation on the third round of the CARES ACT - Pay-
check Protection Program (PPP). 
 PPP’s are Small Business Administration spon-
sored forgivable loans for small businesses impacted 

economically by COVID-19.  If your 
small business has not yet received a 
PPP loan you can still apply. If your 
business took advantage of the PPP pro-
gram last year, you may be able to take 
a second draw. As always refer to the 
SBA website and your financial institu-
tion for questions and advice. https://
www.sba.gov/

 The PPP program has helped many strug-
gling in these difficult times and is well worth 
pursuing for most small business. 
Kevin Fish is currently the Branch Supervi-
sor for Grow Financial FCU Lakewood Ranch 
branch. He has been with Grow Financial for 7 
years and in the banking industry for 13 years. 

Parrish Professionals networking group meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month, and we welcome 
your participation.  For more information, visit our website: www.ParrishProfessionals.org  or call 

Jackie Felix 941-504-2376. 
Parrish Professionals: “Connecting lives one referral at a time”

GriefShare 
Support Group
 Starting January 3, 2021, Faith Lutheran Church 
located at 9608 US Highway 301 N. in Parrish will be 
hosting GriefShare, a weekly support program for anyone 
seeking help and encouragement after a loved one’s 
death. The program, open to anyone in the community, 
will be meeting on Sunday afternoons from 2:00 – 4:00 
p.m. for 13 weeks, although participants may start at 
any time and do not have to attend sessions in sequence. 
 Video presentations featuring practical suggestions 

and reassurance by some of the nation’s foremost Christian counselors 
and grief experts will be followed by small group discussion. Topics to 
be discussed will include “The Challenges of Grief,” “Is This Normal?”  
“Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?” and “Guilt and Anger.” 
 For more information or to register in advance, call the Faith Lutheran 
Church office at 941-776-1395 or send an email to office@faithlutheranfl.com.

THE MASTER
CABINET MAKER, INC.

All Custom Cabinetry
Locally owned and operated by 3rd generation cabinetmaker.

Experienced, insured, referrals.

941-723-0278
Custom made cabinets, 3D designs & remodeling: Kitchen/Bath/e.
center/wall unit/bar & more. Laminated countertops. We are also 

dealers of RTA-builder grade cabinets. Special cabinets for mobile 
homes. Custom outdoor Starboard® kitchens. Custom concealed 

storage cabinets. Residential & Commercial

5004 US 41 N • Unit “A” • Palmetto
www.themastercabinetmaker.com 

The Master Cabinet Maker MasterCabinetMaker
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12125 71st Street East (PO Box 195)
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-1533
www.fi rstbaptistchurchofparrish.org

Church12125@verizon.net

St. Mary’s Baptist Church
Erie Road

Parrish, Florida 34219

Reverend Fletcher Lawson, Jr., Pastor
941-776-3723

Fellowship Alliance Church
5735 69th Street East

Palmetto, Florida 34221
Phone: 941-723-9593

www.FellowshipAllianceChurch.com

Sunday School - 9:30 for all ages
Sunday Services - 10:45 AM

Wed. Eve. - Dinner 5:30 PM - $3 per person
Bible Study - 6:00 PM
Prayer Time - 7:00 PM

Crossroads Christian Church
1400 10th Street W, Palmetto, FL

941-729-2327
Pastor Jeff Mohler

Bible Study - Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Church Services - Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesdays 10:00 a.m.

North River Church of Christ
13885 U.S. Highway 301 North

Parrish, Florida 34219
(941) 776-1134

www.nrchurchofchrist.org
mail@nrchurchofchrist.org

Sundays
Bible Classes (all ages) . . . . . 10:00 AM
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . .11:00 AM
Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 PM

Wednesdays
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 PM

Audio Sermons Available
“Our passion is pursuing God’s Word and His Glory”

EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
OF PARRISH

8305 Highway 301 North
Parrish, Florida 34219

Church Offi ce - 722-0218
Dr. Scott Douglas, Pastor

Sunday Services
9:15 AM....................Sunday School
10:30 AM ......................................Worship

Tuesday
9:30  AM. . . . . . . . . . . Women’s/Men’s Bible Studies

EVERYONE WELCOME!
(Nursery Provided)

First Baptist Church of Gillette
3301 Moccasin Wallow Road

Palmetto, Florida 34221
(941) 722-1937

contactus@gillettefbc.org
www.gillettefbc.org

Sunday Service
Sunday School - 9:30 AM

Children’s Worship - 10:30 AM
Worship Service - 10:30 AM

Everyone Welcome!  (Nursery Provided)

Harvest Field
Community Church

Where you can count on Christ!
Non-denominational

Bible based - Christ centered

7710 121st Avenue East, Parrish, FL

Bible Study 7:00 PM each Wednesday

“Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore to
send out workers into his harvest fields.”

Mat. 9:38 NIV

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church

11915 82nd St E
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-2568

Rev. James W. Berrien, Pastor

WE SAY YES TO CHRIST!!!!!!

Back to the Word Church
Pastor : Dr. Jim Parker

310 Bougainvillea Cir., Parrish, FL 34219
118 S. Winter Cir., Avon Park, FL  33825

941-773-7081

Sabbath Services:
Saturday at 10:30 AM - Parrish, FL

Saturday at 7:30 PM - Avon Park, FL

Worship Services
10:00 AM
Sundays

Nursery available

Casual dress, warm fellowship
Music is a combination

of contemporary and hymns

Pastor:
Rev. Terry L. Cary - 941-725-4150

www.harvestfi eldcc.org

BETH ISRAEL
The Jewish Congregation of Sun City Center

1115 Del Webb Blvd. E.
Sun City Center   (813) 634-2590

SHABBAT SERVICES   FRIDAY EVENING AT 7:45 PM
TORAH STUDY   SATURDAY AT 12 NOON

Rabbi: Philip Aronson     Cantor: Dr. Sam Isaac
Email:  FellowshipAllianceChurch@gmail.com

Small Groups - call Church Offi ce for times

Come Check Us Out

Everyone Welcome - Casual Dress
Service Time:

Sunday 10:00 AM
www.westcoast-church.com

11750 U.S, Highway 301
Parrish, FL 34219
(941) 776-2422

casual atmosphere, engaging music
relevant teaching, fun kids programs

@ Williams Elementary School
3404 Ft Hamer Road

941-803-4722

Check our website for
Sunday Service Times
www.gonorthriver.org

North River
     Apostolic Church
          of Jesus Christ

3914 US 301 N
     APOSTOLIC in doctrine
               PENTECOSTAL in experience

941-723-9693

St.	  Mary's	  Episcopal	  Church	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Iglesia	  de	  Santa	  Maria)	  

1010	  24th	  Ave	  W	  
Palme;o	  FL	  34221	  
(941)722-‐5292	  

Holy	  Eucharist/	  Santa	  Eucaris,a	  

The	  Episcopal	  Church	  welcomes	  you!	  
La	  Iglesia	  Episcopal	  le	  da	  la	  bienvenida!

The	  Rev.	  Glen	  Graczyk,	  Priest	  
The	  Rev.	  William	  de	  la	  Torre,	  Sacerdote	  

Wednesday/	  Miércoles	  
	  	  Holy	  Eucharist	  and	  Healing	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  9:30	  am
Grupo	  de	  Oración	  y	  Alabanza	  	  6:30pm

Sunday/	  Domingo	  
	  	  	  Rite	  II	  (Contempory	  	  language)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  7:45	  am	  
	  	  	  Rite	  II	  (Contemporary	  language)	  	  10:00	  am
	  Santa	  Eucaristá	  	  (Español)	  	  	  1:00	  pm	  

Wednesday
6:00 PM . . . Bible Study/Prayer/Children/Youth

Website:  ebcparrish.org
Email:  offi ce@ebcparrish.org

2nd Friday each month - Friday Night Coffee House - 7 to 10 
PM.  The coffee house offers:  praise music, a featured artist or 
group (genre varies from month to month), open mic and free 

refreshments

Sunday Services

Sunday School..........................................9:45 am
Morning Worship..................................11:00 am
Evening Worship..................................6:00 pm
Children’s Ministry......................................6:00 pm

 
NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH 

 
 
 
 
 

Kevin Thompson – Senior Pastor 
Brandon Kanerva – Youth Pastor 

Sunday 
Sunday school (all ages) ……….… 9:15 am 
Worship Service .………………..… 10:30 am 
(Children’s Church & Nursery Available) 
Worship Service ……………………. 6:00 pm 

Wednesday 
Awana Club (Ages 3 -6th Grade)  6:55 pm 
CrossEyed Youth ………………….… 7:00 pm 

“Working Together With GOD To 
Prepare People For Eternity” 

 

9422 Old Tampa Rd 
Parrish FL 34219 
941-776-8687 
www.nhbconline.org 

Parrish United 

Methodist Church 
Connecting people with the life-changing  

power of Jesus Christ 
 

Check out our online worship service  
and in person worship times  

at www.parrishumc.com 
 

12180 Highway 301 North 
Parrish FL 34219 
(941) 776-1539 

 

Parrish Episcopal Church
Where all are welcome!

Christmas Eve Holy Communion
December 24, 2020 at 4:00 PM

Holy Communion
Sunday 10:00 AM

St Thomas Chapel @ DaySpring
Episcopal Conference Center

8411 25th Street East
Parrish Florida 34219

Visit on the Web at ParrishEpiscopalChurch.org
cfl eming@episcopalswfl .org

Noon

www.stmaryspalmetto.com

Sunday Worship
9:30 am Outdoors; Socially Distant
Virtual worship available weekly via 

YouTube at peacepcusa.com
or Peace PSCUSA Facebook page.
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February Blood Drives

Wednesday, February 3, 2021: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM. Terra Ceia Island-“The 
Citrus Place, 7200 US Highway 19, Palmetto

Thursday, February 4, 2021: 8:30 AM-12:00 PM, Veranda Springs, 9286 
Sucia Circle 3, Parrish

Thursday, February 4, 2021: 1:00 PM-4:00 PM, Parkwood Square Shopping 
Center, 8915 US 301, Parrish 

Monday, February 8, 2021: 8:00 AM-1:00 PM, The Gardens, 11300 US 
Highway 301 North, Parrish

Monday, February 8, 2021: 8:00 AM-1:00 PM,Winterset RV Park, 8515 
Orange Grove Boulevard, Palmetto 

Thursday, February 11, 2021: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Popi’s Place Too, 815 8th 
Avenue West, Palmetto

Friday, February 12, 2021: 11:00 AM-5:00 PM, Dunkin’ Donuts - Ellenton, 
6420 US-301, Ellenton

Sunday, February 14, 2021: 8:00 AM-1:00 PM, St. Frances Cabrini Church, 
12001 69th Street East, Parrish

Friday, February 19, 2021: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Popi’s Place IV, 3911 US-
301, Ellenton

Saturday, February 20, 2021:8:00 AM - 2:00 PM, Kostas Family Restaurant, 
1631 8th Avenue West, Palmetto

Tuesday, February 23, 2021: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, North River Dental, 3030 
US Highway 301 North, Ellenton

Sunday, February 28, 2021: 2:00 PM-5:00 PM, American Legion Post #309 
- Palmetto, 2419 Bayshore Road, Palmetto

Call Marilyn Sakelaris - 941-356-3167
or email Marilyn@LeslieWellsRealty.com

Florida Licensed Realtor, Leslie Wells Realty, Inc.

Your Local Realtor Since 2004

God Bless America

North River Estates - Ellenton 55+ Community
Home built in 2006, pet friendly

LAND OWNED, 3/2/1 Waterfront - $237,500

Ridgewood Meadows. 55+, Ellenton - 
LAND OWNED

2 Small Pets, 1986 Palm Harbor, 1006 SF
2/2, Carport, Screened Porch and Shed - 

$129,900

For Your Valentine!
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 “PAC will support local artists and cultivate an artistically inspired community.”
By promoting Art Education, Artists and the Arts in Parrish

and the surrounding communities, we inspire others
while preserving our artistically rich history.

The Parrish Arts Council is a 501(c)3 non-profit serving Manatee County and the surrounding region since 2013.

Nancy White

Join the Parrish Arts Council
today for 2021!

You’ll meet new people
and enhance your own art skills!

February ART Challenge 
February Art Challenge theme is ’Hearts’.  What creative artwork can you 
come up with when we say “Hearts”?  Are you thinking of an actual heart, 
Love, something that you love or just caring?  Let’s see what type of cre-
ativity we have.  All mediums and ages are invited to participate.  We’d 
love to have you post your completed artwork on our Facebook page and 
tag #parrishartscouncil on Instagram. Express and share your creativity.  
You do not have to be a member to participate.  We are looking forward 
to see what everyone shares.  For more information, check out the Call to 
Artist link on our website.  If you have an idea for a challenge, contact us, 
getinvolved@parrishartscouncil.org.

Exhibitions and Call To Artists
The ‘Spring’ exhibit is a Call to Artists and 
will be displayed late February to early 
May.  What creative artwork can you create 
to represent your ‘Spring”? This exhibit is 
open to all artists and all ages.

We will also be hosting an art exhibition at 
the ComCenter at Lakewood Ranch from 
April - June. Stay tuned for the Call to Artist.

Don’t forget to check out the current exhi-
bition “Winter” at the Rocky Bluff Library 
through the end of February. 

Save The Date
Annual Membership Meeting - has moved to mid April.  More to come.

ArtConversations! - February 24, 2021 from 6pm - 7pm via Google Meet.  
Please let us know if you have suggestions or want to teach a mini session 
during our ArtConversations!

Online Art Auction - early Spring

Call To Members
We have so many talented members so don’t forget to share your artwork 
and your works in progress on our Facebook Page and Instagram.

We are always looking for artists, volunteers, artists and sponsors that want 
to participate, learn, share and network with other artists and art enthusiast. If 

Oil Pastel and Colored Pencil by Nancy White

you are interested, please contact 
the Parrish Arts Council at getin-
volved@parrishartscouncil.org.

Artist’s Tip of the Day
When sketching out your subject, 
don’t do it on your good paper.  

First sketch/draw it out and then transfer to your good paper.  This will 
save your good paper from eraser and redrawing marks.  Be sure to add 
your tips to our Facebook Page. If you have any subjects you’d like to get 
tips on, ask us on Facebook or email us at getinvolved@parrishartscouncil.
org. 

Members Benefits
There are many advantages to becoming a member of the Parrish Arts 
Council. Opportunities to exhibit, ArtConversations!, sharing knowl-
edge, meeting other artists, and keeping art in the community are just a 
few to mention.  Members also enjoy free or discounted participation in 
art activities throughout the year.  Single PAC Adult Memberships are 
$25 and single PAC Youth Memberships are $15 with both being annu-
ally, January through December.  More information regarding member-
ship may be found on our website:  parrishartscouncil.org.

February Announcements From The
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Opinion Page
The Uncharted Year
 As the dusk sets on the year 2020, one cannot help but dispense wisdom on the 
merits and demerits that this year has brought upon us.
 Years come and years go. For many of us these bygone years leave indelible 
marks on our memories. Winter, spring, summer, and fall come every year. But 
what makes each of them worthy of expending our neurons? Some brought us joy, 
some brought sadness, birth or birthdays, marriage, educational successes, voca-
tional triumphs, medical emergencies, perhaps a memorable vacation. Other than 
a memorable vacation, most of us can still relate to these emotional roller coasters 
during 2020.
 The unique twist that has taught us to deal with life events is the virus pandem-
ic. Virus, oh yes, the virus, and the challenges it has bestowed upon us. Corona 
Virus Disease of 2019–COVID-19. 
 At the beginning we did not not know how to face this disease.  It presented 
challenges in an uncharted territory. Medical personnel were stumped. Should we 
go to the grocery store? Should we safely pick up the mail from our mailboxes? 
Should the children go to playgrounds?
 As with any upcoming calamity, the first thing that disappears from store 
shelves is the toilet paper. Either an upcoming snowstorm, or a hurricane, tornado, 
the front line victim is the toilet paper. Don’t we keep extra toilet paper in our 
cupboards in case we run out? Then why are the shelves empty? This will even 
boggle Andy Rooney’s mind. (Rooney was a commentator on CBS’s 60 minutes.)
 Despite 2020’s ups and downs, it has not been a bad year. We have learned 
many new ways to conduct our lives. A new word has been added to our vocabu-
lary – Zoom. Winners have been companies that provide us with communication 
technology: video chat has become a norm of conducting our daily professional 
and personal business. Running to the mall has been replaced by online shopping. 
We now insist on vendors that provide free shipping. Drive thru business of res-
taurants have exceeded all imagination. Ask Amazon if they had a good year.
 Many countries have printed money as fast as they could. They have flooded 
the markets to alleviate the victim’s blight. Governments are offering free loans, 

extending repayment deadlines for loans, rents, mortgages, etc. History books 
will be written on the wisdom of these unprecedented actions. Despite these des-
perate measures, the inflicted scars are deep and will be long lasting.
 In my humble opinion, the largest victim has been – the personal contact, 
a hug, a handshake. The human interaction. Family and friends cannot sit and 
discuss insensible sensible topics. How do you play a game of football without 
80,000 fans screaming in bleachers? The adrenaline source. 
 We humans are a social animal, and we must have a social network.  Yes, 2020 
has given us the new iPhone, SpaceX’s successful launches, scientists engineered 
plastic-eating “super-enzymes” that can break down bottles in days, and much 
more. But the social web is missing.
 I am desperately hoping for the day that this imaginary wall that this pandemic 
has erected, will be torn down.

Prabhat Kumar
Parrish, FL 34219
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Letter from the Editor
It looks like I successfully navigated through the January 
publishing process and I am slightly overwhelmed at how 

quickly February is upon us! I have received mostly positive comments so 
far, but if you have any suggestions or would like to submit some materials, 
please feel free to reach out to me at pvn@pcafla.org. 

The Parrish Foundation and the YMCA
 We received several inquiries as to the status of the Parrish YMCA. 
The Parrish Civic Association has no involvement with the Old Parrish 
School house. The Parrish Foundation has been the steward of that 
building since it was renovated by the county in 2009. Here is a short 
excerpt from the Parrish Foundation Website, followed by an explanation 
from the Manatee County YMCA website:
 “The Parrish Foundation regrets the inability to come to lease terms 
with the Manatee County YMCA for the Parrish Branch to continue to 
utilize the old School House Building. The Foundation was established 
in 2009 as a 501(c)3 with its then sole purpose of obtaining a YMCA in 
Parrish after a 2008 Parrish Village News survey. Parrish area residents 
responded that they wanted an after-school program, community gather-
ing space, exercise classes and youth sports. That response germinated the 
idea of having a YMCA.
 The Parrish Foundation contacted the Manatee County YMCA who 
agreed to establish a YMCA Branch in Parrish. The Foundation then worked 
with Manatee County to get the old Parrish School House renovated to house 
the Parrish Branch. The renovation cost approximately $2,000,000 and was 
completed in fall of 2009. The Foundation rented the building from Manatee 
County and signed an operating lease with the Manatee County YMCA with 
a 5-year term. The Foundation currently owns the building.” For more infor-
mation, please go to www.parrishfoundation.com.
 And from the Manatee County YMCA site: “The Manatee County Family 
YMCA has operated a facility in the Parrish Community since October 2009. 
The facility is located in the “Old Schoolhouse Building” and the YMCA 
has proudly served the Parrish Community with its programs, services and 
scholarships for children, families and seniors since its opening. The YMCA 
has spent more than $250,000 in facility upkeep over the course of 10 years 
under its arrangement with the building owner, The Parrish Foundation, Inc.
 The YMCA originally leased the facility in October of 2009 for a 
5-year term. That lease expired in October of 2014; after which the YMCA 
continued occupancy on a month-to-month basis under the original lease 
terms, paying all operational expenses and the expenses of upkeep for the 
1920’s-era building. Prior to and during the COVID-19 pandemic, The 
Parrish Foundation Board presented the Manatee County Family YMCA 
with a long-term lease agreement that included continued payment of all 
maintenance and other upkeep costs of the facility, together with a new 
requirement to pay additional rent. We are disappointed to announce that 
we cannot come to terms with the Parrish Foundation and will have to 
cease usage and operation of the facility. Our original agreement was to 
provide all upkeep on the maintenance of the facility; and in exchange, the 
YMCA would be able to provide programs and services to the community of 
Parrish. We have done just that for the past 10 years, and now the Foundation 
has decided that the only option for us to continue is a new long-term lease 
requiring payment of rent in addition to upkeep expenses. Under normal 
circumstances that would impose a significant and potentially unbearable 
burden on our organization during these uncertain times it is financially 

February 2021

Tami Vaughan
Editor/Publisher

Parrish Village News
pvn@pcafla.org

941-776-8222

Parrish Civic Association
Parrish Village News

See page 2 for the membership sign up form!

and practically unfeasible.” For more information, please go to https://
manateeymca.org/parrish-branch-updates-and-membership/.

In this month’s Issue
 You will notice on page 2 that the Parrish Civic Association has changed 
their meeting dates and location. Please make note in case you would like 
to attend one of the board meetings to see what the PCA is all about.
 As I mentioned in the January issue, the Murder Mystery Train is 
back in action at the Florida Railroad museum and the show is running 
February and March so look on page 16 for more information. Note who 
the person in the animal print dress might be...
 The Parrish Fire District has agreed to do a monthly section on what 
is happening there, so look for that this month on page 12.
 Also look for our local schools contributions. Many of the Parrish 
community’s students won prizes in this year’s Manatee County 
Fair through their FFA programs. And we have a start on our 
Announcements page, so please be sure to check it out on page 6 send 
me your announcements for March by February 20th.
 And of course, be sure to read the cover story about our upcoming 
Heritage Day Parade and Festival on Saturday, March 6.

Are You Really Reading the PVN?
 Somewhere hidden in the pages of this issue, is a picture of a small 
monkey. The first person who sends me an email identifying his location, 
gets a free membership to the PCA for one year... 
Read on and good luck!!
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