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Ralph continues his river 
cruise on the Elbe in
Dresden, Germany.

See page 5.

Today Is The Day To 
Build Your Dream

See page 10.

Spring is here! See 
Cooking with Cookie for 
some great Spring recipes  

on page 5.

Iris writes about the
history of Parrish

 on page 18.

Look for Florida Railroad 
Museum upcoming events

on page 16.
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by Mimi Sheffer

Parrish Heritage Day Parade and Festival is a 
Huge Success!

 The Parrish Heritage Day 
Parade and Festival was a great 
family event! Not even a rain de-
lay could deter the Parrish Civic 
Association! There were many 
vendors with a huge variety of 
items for sale and with infor-
mation; an array of games for 
the children, including a bungee 

jumping machine; the Par-
rish Fire Station was giv-
ing out fire hats and treats; 
and  ABC 7 was broadcast-
ing from the event. The pa-
rade was filled with horses, 
big trucks and our honor-
ary Grand Marshals, Dana 
and Larry Parrish as well 
as the Hernado DeSoto 
Krewe and their giant ship. 
The Manatee County Fair 
Queen, Princess and court 
were gracious enough to 
join in the festivities! Our 
Parrish Civic Association 
was available to answer 
questions about the Parrish 
heritage, including photo-
graphs of times gone by in 
this beautiful community. 
A huge thank you to every-
one for their time and ef-

fort to make this a great time for all 
who attended. 
 We are very grateful to our 
sponsors who were generous and 
so obliging when we had to move 
the event date. A huge thank you to 
our Main Event Sponsor, Falkner 
Farms, our Stage Sponsor, Neal 
Communities and our Band Sponsor 

Jennifer Hamey, Esq. It takes a village to put on such a great 
event, so a big thank you to Centerstate Bank, Prosser Paint-

ing, McGhee Electric, Trusted Pool & Spa, MSH Brick Pav-
ers, Inc., AEG Home Inspections, Dustin Hay Law and Farm 
Bureau Insurance. A 
big thank you to our 
In Kind Sponsors, 
Parrish Fire Depart-
ment, JJ Carne, Go-
Tonight.com, and 
Teez by Design. 
 Now let’s talk 
about that band!! 
Ariella Music was 

by Sandra Livingston

Please see Heritage Day CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

 Storybook Cafe is a hidden treasure in our community.  
Owned by Michelle Smith, it is tucked away inside the 
Rocky Bluff Library, offering fresh, delicious food, catering 

services and specialty cakes. 
 Storybook Cafe offers both 
breakfast and lunch menu 
items, including bagels, quiche 
and a wide assortment of sand-
wiches, including chicken sal-
ad, roast beef, club, turkey pa-
nini, BLT, grilled cheese, philly 
cheese steak, reuben and more.  
Fresh baked cookies are also 
available. 
 In addition to serving break-
fast and lunch at the Storybook 
Cafe, Michelle also provides 
several of her desserts to local 
restaurants in the area; she of-
fers catering services for small 

Please see Storybook CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Business Spotlight: Storybook Cafe
to medium sized events for any type 
of event. But she might be best known 
for her custom cakes. Michelle’s 
cakes are creations and are com-
pletely customized to the customer’s 
needs. She has wedding cakes, en-
gagement cakes, birthday cakes and 
any kind of celebratory cakes. From 
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Parrish Community Park Update
 The Parrish Community loves to have a party, aka 
festival, aka event. The Parrish Civic Association hosts them 
regularly and in the last few years more frequently. We have 
the Parrish Heritage Day Parade and Festival, Parrish Small 
Business Expo, Parrish Hometown Christmas, the Children’s 
Christmas party, the Fall festival, movies on the lawn, 
business meet and greet, pizza and politics/pancakes and 
politics, candidate meet and greets, other open air meetings 
and a multitude of opportunities. The problem is, we are 
running out of places as growth occurs. Not only is space 
being built up, the number of people is growing and the 
venues we have aren’t large enough.
 In July 2017 the Parrish Civic Association reached out to 
Commissioner Priscilla Trace to assist the Parrish community 
with identifying an area to have a park with a band shell for 
our events. A piece of land owned by Manatee County, next to 
the new Ft Hamer Road in the center of Parrish, was found and 
I brought the idea to the attention of our then Commissioner 
Trace. Her quick, simple response was, “I don’t see why 
not.” She took that request to the Manatee County Parks 
Director, Charlie Hunsicker on behalf of the PCA and the 
Parrish community. On September 5, 2017, a formal request 
was sent to the Manatee BOCC and the new Parrish Central 
Community Park was added to the parks master plan for 2018.
 While reviewing the land parcels, another piece of vacant 
land adjacent to the Manatee County owned parcel was 
identified. On December 6, 2017, as a representative of the 
Parrish community, I walked into the FDOT District 1 
office in Bartow and asked to speak with the representative 
for land parcels owned by FDOT. Deborah Long came 
down and sat with me in the lobby where we discussed the 
parcel adjacent to the Manatee owned parcel, whi was now 
officially planned for use as a park site. I asked what steps it 
would take to obtain that parcel from FDOT. On December 
12, 2017, email exchanges occurred describing the FDOT 
piece as “utilized by FDOT as an emergency debris site, 
burn site, material and maintenance site”. It was known as 
the Parrish ‘pit’. At the same time, we informed FDOT that 
in the time they have used the “pit,” there has since been a 
high school (Parrish Community HS) built across from the 
FDOT parcel, SCF is going to be building across the street, 
and a Neighborhood Action Plan has been adopted by the 
county which surrounds the piece of land including the 
park planned on the property next to the FDOT property. 
The use at the current location of the FDOT Parrish ‘pit’ 
is not a safe place with all the new surrounding activity. 
At that time, the FDOT representative said they could 
barter a different location with Manatee County under 
the auspice it’s for community use. “We would consider 
swapping parcels 1, 2, 3 & 4 for a 13.50 acre site to be 
located somewhere else in that area – even more to the east 
which is cheaper property. We would also consider swapping 
parcels 1 & 2 only; provided the county bought the 6 acres 
of grove directly north of parcels 3 & 4 and gave them to 
the FDOT so we would have a large contiguous space to use 
as we do now.” That same night, December 12, 2017, all the 
information gathered from FDOT and their response was 
forwarded on to Commissioner Trace, and Parks Director 

Charlie Hunsicker who both immediately looking for ways 
to make the arrangement happen.
 This barter has now been in negotiations since 2018! 
As the Parrish area has grown, so has land valuation. Both 
Manatee County and FDOT have had the parcel surveyed 
and the numbers don’t match, with FDOT having the 
parcel valued at a higher number than the county. This 
was an initial barter discussion for a parcel that cannot be 
safely used in that area, and would be for use by the Parrish 
community. What started as a straight-foreward exchange, 
has grown exponentially over the years. 
 Manatee County has offered to give FDOT a larger 
parcel of land located away from the proposed Parrish main 
street area. FDOT requested the exchanged land to be made 
turnkey with a storage facility similar to what they have on 
the current piece. Manatee County graciously agreed. Now 
the PCA has learned that FDOT has asked for Manatee 
County to pay them money, on top of the turnkey barter! 
“The piece is worth more.” Well of course it is, land in 
Parrish area is a hot commodity and they have watched 
the value climb tremendously over the last 3 years while 
FDOT stalled negotiations. A formal public records request 
in relation to the Parrish park and Parrish ‘pit’ was sent by 
the PCA to Manatee County and FDOT. The PCA will be 
reviewing the records thoroughly.
 What started as an opportunity for Manatee County, 
FDOT, and The Parrish Civic Association to work together 
to create a better, safe, fun gathering space for the Parrish 
community has now become a cumbersome back and 
forth. We just want our Park! We want a gathering space 
for the community. Manatee County has Parrish Central/
Community Park in the parks master plan and an initial 
budget of $500,000 allocated for 2021. 
 We are ready to move forward on the Manatee County 
owned piece this summer. Manatee County can start with 
design of the piece owned by them but can’t plan for the 
full park site without the purchase/exchange of the FDOT 
parcel. A Kimly-Horn representative did the original design, 
the ones you see on the signs, as a volunteer project for the 
community. Manatee has adopted that original concept and 
will be getting community input soon as to the final design. 
 We hope the negotiations will wrap up and we can have 
an agreement soon. We’d love to get the park concept moved 
to a final design and break ground. We all know how it 
works, if the money isn’t used for the park, it can get re-
allocated. So, if you see the PCA President, Gretchen Fowler 
with a shovel in her hand putting it in the ground on the 
planned park site, know that the PCA purchased a shovel 
and billed it to the Parrish Community Park budget to show 
we are using the money! The negotiations may stall, but we 
will have our park!

Upcoming Parrish Events
April 20 - PCA monthly Board Meeting, Leslie Wells 
Realty Office, 6:30 pm

#PCAOneVoice
To join the PCA fill out the membership
form below.

Parrish Community

I wish to join the Parrish Civic Association. Here are my dues.
Mail to Parrish Civic Association: P. O. Box 257, Parrish. FL 34219. (Please print.)

Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________ State______ Zip ___________________
Phone No. _____________________________ Email Address _______________________________

(Information is for PCA use only. We do not give out or sell to outside parties.) 

Please check one:  o New Member o Renewal

 o $50.00 PCA Resident Supporter o $100.00 PCA Business Supporter

  Amount Enclosed $ _______________________________
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No Axe to Grind Here
 There is a real sense of satisfaction in 
restoring antiques to their original con-
dition.  There is an exhilarating payoff 
when one discovers that an old bed cov-
ered in nine coats of paint is really dark 
walnut underneath; and a sense of de-
lightful accomplishment in reconstruct-
ing a child’s hay wagon that was found 
in pieces stashed in a cardboard box.
 Many of these artifacts are not only 
examples of fine craftsmanship, but 
they recall the history of a bygone era.  
A Western Electric hand-cranked phone 
that once hung on the kitchen wall of 
a farmhouse in southern Ohio brings to 
mind a time when phone service was a 
party line and neighbors could eaves-
drop on one’s conversation.  There is 
elegance in a pressed-back rocking 
chair that was made for the 1893 Chi-
cago World’s Fair, and exquisiteness in 
a functioning Regulator wall clock that 
once counted the minutes to recess in an 
old schoolhouse in Tennessee.  
 To revitalize a piece that has been 
neglected or abused is a treasured ex-
perience.  Over the years I have fixed 
my share of aborted attempts by previ-

ous owners who used five-penny nails 
to attach a leg to a fine mahogany table 
or gorilla glue on an antique spinning 
wheel where no glue was ever intend-
ed.  Quite frequently undoing the dam-
age that has been done is the most dif-
ficult part of the renovation.  
 I am amused when I see what others 
try to pass off as antiques.  I once re-
stored a wooden duck decoy.  Albeit not 
an antique, it had been a nice decorative 
piece that needed some attention.  Af-
ter repairing the damaged wood, I used 
a dark stain to bring life back into the 
piece. Later a friend sold my decoy at 
her yard sale and in a few weeks, I saw 
my duck in an antique mall.  It looked 
the same as when I restored it, but the 
price had greatly appreciated.  An at-
tached note said, “Notice the lovely old 
patina.”  Now isn’t this ducky I thought 
as I stood there laughing.  I painted that 
lovely old patina on that duck.  It is 
nothing more than burnt umber.  Well, 
buyer beware. As P.T. Barnum once 
said, “You can fool most of the people 
most of the time.” 
 I recently restored a Martha Washing-

ton sewing cabinet. While Martha never 
actually owned the Depression-era piece 
her husband George once held an artifact 
I have in my possession. It is my most 
cherished acquisition -- the hatchet that 
our first President used to chop down his 
father’s cherry tree. I procured it from an 
old man in Hazel, Kentucky who assured 
me of its authenticity.  He said that over 
the years it had five new heads and 25 
new handles, but other than that it was 
100% original.  
 I think it is ready for a new handle. 

Email: info@ellentondiscountpharmacy.com Website: ellentondiscountpharmacy.com

A Second Home for Your Family Pets

8800 Erie Lane, Parrish, FL    941-776-1094
www.shagri-lapetresort.com

by G.L. Donhardt, PhD
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Ralph Bellrose

Hamburg to Prague
A cruise on the Elbe River

Please see Dresden CONTINUED ON PAGE 25

Map of Dresden, Germany.

 Today, Dresden is a city full of life, beauty, and charm, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. It’s hard to walk these streets and forget that in 1945 
this city center was destroyed by an allied bombing raid in which over 
40,000 people were killed. It was not a nuclear attack, but pictures from 
that period show devastation similar to Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Some his-
torians suggest the bombing of Dresden was retaliation for the destruction 
of Coventry, England by the Nazis early in the war in an attempt to terror-
ize and break the will of the English people. General Tecumseh Sherman 
got it right. “War is hell!”
 In the 1800’s Dresden was the capital of Saxony and the wealthiest city 
in Germany. It was nicknamed “Florence on the Elbe” and “The Baroque 
Pearl”. Enormous amounts of money were spent on its buildings, gardens, 
and parks. All of this was completely destroyed in one terrible night. After 
the war ended, the city began a meticulous, 60 year restoration project, to 
rebuild the ravaged buildings using original plans, and materials salvaged 
from the rubble. 
 We began our tour in the southern part of the city and walked north 
along a stone promenade that borders the Elbe River. The views were 
spectacular and the buildings impressive. The Fauenkirche (Church of 
Our Lady) was left in ruins for many years as a reminder of the destruc-
tion, but today its giant dome and elegant cupola dominate the city sky-
line. The Town Hall Tower, at 330 ft., was and always will be the city’s 
tallest building. The 18th Century Zwinger Palace, a beautiful collection 
of graceful pavilions, houses a large collection of Old Masters, including 
works by Raphael and Rembrandt. Dresden Castle built in 1547 contains 
the Green Vaults; a stunning collection of jewelry, sculpture, ivory, pearls, 
coral and crystal, amassed by the Saxon princes. You enter and exit the ex-
hibit through an air-lock which allows these treasures to be maintained in 
a totally controlled environment. There are plenty of guards and no duffel 
bags allowed! The Semper Opera House, sited on a beautiful plaza, was 
first completed in 1841, burned down in 1861, and was reconstructed by its 
original designer, Gottfried Semper, in 1878. Its final reconstruction after 
World War II was not finished until 1985. It has hosted many world pre-

The Semper Opera House, Dresden, Germany.

 Best wishes for a great Easter or 
Passover holiday. I hope you enjoy 
these spring recipes and can take ad-
vantage of our wonderful southwest 
Florida weather and beautiful beaches.

 Bon appetit!
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Parrish Community Calendar
Every Monday - $5 fill-ups at Pomegranate Frozen Yogurt, 9023 US-
301, Parrish

Every Month - Monthly Event Parrish Small Business Market at 83rd 
Street  Station, 3rd Saturday of the month- See below

April 17 - Gamble Creek Estates and Preserve Semi-annual community 
garage sale event - From 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. The Estates entrance is 
off of Golf Course Road and the Preserve entrance is off of Spencer 
Parrish Road. 

April 19 - PCA monthly Board Meeting, Leslie Wells Realty Office, 
8268 US-301, Parrish 6:30 pm - If you would like to attend any of these 
meetings, please contact a PCA board member or send an inquiry to 
director@pcafla.org.

Every Saturday & Sunday - Gamble Creek Farm Stand - 10 am - 2pm, 
14950 Golf Course Road, Parrish

Dear Parrish - Help us fill our Community Calendar! 
If you have an event coming up, please submit it to PVN@PCAFLA.org.   
Due to the publishing schedule, events must be submitted by the 20th of 
each month for the following month. 

Parrish Community High School 
Home Events Calendar

April 1: Flag Football, Girls - 6:00PM; Varsity - Bell Creek (Riverview)
April 5: Baseball - 6:00PM; Varsity - IMG Academy (Bradenton)
April 6: Softball - 5:00PM; Junior Varsity - Lemon Bay (Englewood)
 Softball - 7:00PM; Varsity - Lemon Bay (Englewood)
April 8: Baseball - 4:00PM; Junior Varsity - Lakewood Ranch (Bradenton)
 Baseball - 7:00PM; Varsity - Southeast (Bradenton)
April 9: Tennis, Boys - 3:30PM; Varsity - Sarasota Christian
 Tennis, Girls - 3:30PM; Varsity - Sarasota Christian
April 12: Baseball - 7:00PM; Varsity - Palmetto
 Softball - 7:00PM; Varsity - Bayshore (Bradenton)
April 16: Softball - 5:00PM; Junior Varsity - Palmetto
 Softball - 7:00PM; Varsity - Palmetto
April 20: Baseball - 6:00PM; Varsity - Manatee (Bradenton)
 Softball - 7:00PM; Varsity - Sarasota
April 21: Softball - 6:30PM; Varsity - Braden River (Bradenton)
April 22: Baseball - 6:00PM; Varsity - Imagine School (North Port)

5 tier wedding cakes gorgeous enough for royalty, 
to fun-festive and playful birthday cakes, Michelle 
can create anything. In fact, two of her amazing cre-
ations are a “purse cake” and a “sweet shop” cake. 
 Visit the Storybook Cafe on Facebook at FB: @
freshfood.cafe (or do a search for Storybook Cafe).  
 See all her incredible cake creations at http://
www.yourcupcakeartist.com/ or call 941.704.3351. 
 The Rocky Bluff Library is located at 6750 US-
301 in Ellenton.  

Storybook CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



Parrish Village News PAGE 7Parrish Rotary Club News

 The Parrish Rotary Club welcomed 
back Assistant District Governor Susan 
Courter as its speaker at the March 11 
meeting. Susan shared information about a 
new initiative know as Rotary Works. Ro-
tary Works is a new program just started 
this past December which utilizes educa-
tion, networking and financial resources 
for the purpose of enabling personal and 
professional career development. The pro-
gram specifically seeks out individuals who 
are between careers whereafter a match occurs with a qualified mentor or career 
coach. Once an applicant is identified, career webinars and technical assistance 
can be resourced. After which, they are referred to a job board where potential 
employers advertise positions for job seekers. Job seekers are counseled as to how 
best to present themselves, developing an “elevator speech” for presentation to a 
potential employer and proper attire. Grants are also available to assist with the 
transition from unemployed to employed status.
 Also, at our March 11 meeting, we welcomed three guests that have expressed 
interest in joining our club. We certainly welcome anyone curious about what we 
do and how we serve our community to join us for our dinner meeting. 
 Currently, Parrish Rotary is actively soliciting children’s book donations, so we 
can replenish our Little Library. Additional Little Libraries will be placed at pub-
lic venues around the Parrish community on a “take one, leave one” basis. If you 
have books you would be willing to donate, please contact us at ParrishRotary@
gmail.com or call 941-500-3013. We would be happy to pick up your donation.
 If you want to make a difference in your community and the world, we would 
welcome your presence and enthusiasm. We invite and encourage Parrish-area 
residents to consider Rotary membership. Presently, our meetings are held from 
5:30 -7 pm on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at the Riviera Dunes 
Dockside Restaurant, 102 Riviera Dunes Way in Palmetto. For those who are 
interested in learning more about the Parrish Rotary Club, please contact us via 
email ParrishRotary@gmail.com. 
 For additional information, see our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ 
RotaryClubofParrish and our website: ParrishRotary.org. 

Meetings:

Riviera Dunes Dockside, 2nd 
and 4th Thursdays - 5:30 PM
102 Riviera Dunes Way
Palmetto, FL 34221
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Mon. - Fri.  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sat.  10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

PJ’s
SANDWICH SHOP

12342 U.S. Hwy. 301
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-2307

For questions about advertising in the Parrish Village News,
send us an email at PVN@PCAFLA.org

ARCHITECTURAL MARBLE
IMPORTERS

Stone Countertops & Flooring
Supply   w Fabricate   w Install

James Newby

2560 12th Street   w Sarasota, FL 34237
(941) 365-3552     Cell (941) 737-9244    Fax (941) 955-6644

email: jnewbyco@aol.com
www.architecturalmarble.com

Bill Szipocs, Owner     We Power Wash It All!

Curb Appeal Power Washing Service
Free Estimates, Fully Insured

Located in Parrish, Florida
Call 941-479-4661 or

cell 201-247-5864

Everts Insurance 
Group

Medicare Advantage Plans
Medicare Supplements

Part D Drug Plans
(941) 981-3680

Fred Everts, CLU, ChFC
Licensed Independent Insurance Agent

fred@evertsinsurancegroup.com

Electrical Contractor

Charles Gullett - Owner

941.723.4341 
asapower@verizon.net

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Industrial
  EC 13004847  •  Licensed & Insured

Looking gorgeous is easier than ever!  
Shop with me 24/7 on my Mary Kay 

Personal Website.  Get VIP service & have 
the products you love delivered right to 
your door.  What better way to get all 

your skincare & makeup!

(941) 209-2939
jmotwani@marykay.com     www.marykay.com/jmotwani

941-209-2939

Jana Motwani
Independent Beauty Consultant

w

®

ED’S RAIN MAKER
IRRIGATION

IRRIGATION
REPAIR

MAINTENANCE

(941) 725-8100
edsrainmakerirrigation@gmail.com
Insured

Clean-Out
Maintenance

Quality Work

Design
Installation

Free Estimates

Dave Psimer (941) 720-0239



All 3 routines received 90s from all judges. YAY! Jazz and Hip Hop got 2nd 
place and the Officer Trio got first! Great Job Girls!!!
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Parrish Community High School

Way to go, Bulls!

amazing! What a repertoire of songs; there were songs for every age!! The music 
was lively and energizing, lots of dancing and singing to the tunes. And a special 
treat during their “intermission” was the line dancing led by our own Toby Kelly.  
 Now, a big shout out to the committee who put all this together!! Cindy Chin and 
crew organized the parade, Jennifer Hamey, Gretchen Fowler, Toby Kelly, Norma 
Kennedy, Tami Vaughan and Mike Williamson and crew set up, 
managed and broke down the whole event. Great job!!!
 The parade winners were announced during the festival, but 
the trophies weren’t available at that time. First place went to Po 
Boy Towing Truck, Second to Red Ryder and Third to Bayside 
Chuch. If the winners haven’t received their trophies by print 
time, please reach out to Cindy Chin to arrange delivery.
 A great time was had by all and if you didn’t get to attend 
this year, be sure you get there next year!! 

Heritage Day CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



Look No Further...

Is Here!

Custom Cabinetry & Granite Counter Tops
Flooring All Hard Surfaces

Tile-Backsplash-Shower Tile
Finish Trim Work

Painting
Custom Pavers

Decking
Pressure Washing

Specializing in Kitchens and Bathrooms
Established since 1986

Stephen Woodland
941-776-8068
941-445-1251

woodysdesigns1@yahoo.com

WOODY’S DESIGNS
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Today is the Day to Build Your Dream

Andrea F. Harkins
Author, Motivator & Martial Artist

Read more by Andrea at:
www.themartialartswoman.com 

 Most people today forget about 
the importance of effort. They think 
that success should happen simply 
because they want it. Many forget 
the hours of hard work and dedi-
cation it takes to reach a pinnacle. 
Think about climbing a mountain, or 
learning to fly an airplane. You can-
not do it without practice, effort, and 
the belief that you can.
 I was several months pregnant when 
I tested for my second degree black 

belt. First of all, I never imagined 
in my life that I would earn a black 
belt, never mind a second degree, and 
never did I imagine that I would be 
pregnant when doing it! When the day 
came for the test, I had some fears. I 
was several months pregnant and my 
history of miscarriages lingered in the 
back of my mind.
 The doctor gave me the go ahead 
and consent because the pregnancy 
was past the crucial point and I was 

fit from training. Of course, I 
would not be required to per-
form any forward or backward 
rolls or participate in sparring, 
but I had already proven these 
skills in class.
 This 2nd degree black belt 
test is important for so many rea-
sons. I broke through personal 
fears and I did it while carrying 
another life inside of me. It was 
as if we were both testing.  I man-
aged through the test and I earned 
the belt.  It was 1997 and I day I 
will never forget. I earned a sec-
ond degree black belt while preg-
nant with my 2nd child (eventu-
ally I had 4 children total).

 There are so many lessons learned. 
From this single day in my life, I 
learned that life itself is a test of 
magnificent proportions. No one else 
shares the same path or goals as you 
and no one understands your fears, 
excitement, joy or peace. You have 
to decide what boundaries are worth 
pushing through and when to assess 
the difficulties. Weigh the risks and 
options and make choices that guide 
you in the direction you want to go. 
Test yourself. Ask yourself why the 
outcome of any given effort is impor-
tant to you. That will always guide 
you in the right direction.
 In life, you are given every oppor-
tunity to excel. The choice is yours. 
How hard are you willing to work to 
be the person you truly want to be? 
I know that I had to work very hard 
for that test, both physically and 
mentally. Now, it is a story I cher-
ish because not many women  test 
and experience a martial art triumph 
when they are pregnant.
 Even sharing my stories takes ef-
fort. Certainly, there are moments 
when I wonder if the effort is worth 
it. Does it make any difference? Is 

4.5%4.5%
List Your Home with 

Re/Quest Realty’s 
#1 Parrish Realtor!

Never Pay 6% Again!

for
only

Total Commission

anyone listing? Does anyone care? 
How many times have you asked 
yourself similar questions?
 If you feel your life lacks the suc-
cess you desire, or if it feels empty 
and unsure at times, make the effort 
needed to build your dreams. Begin 
by assessing to what in your life 
you are drawn or that you cannot 
live without it. What combination 
of things brings you a sense of ac-
complishment or success?
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News from the Manatee County Libraries

Join the Friends of Rocky Bluff Library
Name: 
Address:  
City: 
State:                   Zip:                 Date:
Telephone:
Email: 

Types of memberships

Individual - $10.00
Family - $15.00

Sustaining - $25.00
Patron - $50.00

Bronze Leaf - $100.00
Other Amount: ________

Are you a new member or a renewal?
New          Renewal

Please make check payable to Friends of Rocky Bluff Library.
Drop your completed form with your check into the Friends’ box at the library.

Dues and contributions may be tax-deductible.
Drop in the box at the library or mail to:

 Friends of Rocky Bluff Library, P. O. Box 133, Ellenton, FL  34222.

q q

Please join the 
Friends of Rocky Bluff 

Library.

There will be lots of 
programs, projects 
and a Book Sale 
coming up later in 
2021, and we will 

need your help (and... 
book donations)!

 Sebastian Lemke, a teenage pa-
tron of Rocky Bluff Library, loves 
to play Minecraft. He has turned 
that love into dollars and was a gen-
erous donor of $500 to the Friends 
of Rocky Bluff Library for teen pro-
graming.
 For those of you who don’t know 
about Minecraft, it is a sandbox video 
game touted as the best-selling video 
game of all time, with 200 million 
copies sold and 126 million monthly active users as of 2020. It was 
developed by Mojang. The game was created by Markus “Notch” 
Persson in the Java programming language. Following several early 
test versions, it was released as a paid public alpha for personal 
computers in 2009 before releasing in November 2011, with Jens 

B e r g e n s t e n 
taking over 
development. 
Minecraft has 
since been 
ported to sev-
eral other plat-
forms includ-
ing Android 
IOS, Nintendo 
Switch, Win-

Your public library at your fin-
gertips.  Anytime.  Anywhere.

hoopla is a groundbreaking digi-
tal media service offered by your 
local public library that allows 
you to borrow movies, music, au-
diobooks, ebooks, comics and TV 
shows to enjoy on your computer, 
tablet, or phone – and even your 
TV!  With no waiting, titles can be 
streamed immediately, or down-
loaded to phones or tablets for 
offline enjoyment later. There are 
hundreds of thousands of titles 
to choose from, with more being 
added daily. hoopla is like hav-
ing your public library at your 
fingertips.  Anytime.  Anywhere.

Sebastian Lemke presented a $500 check to Carl Backman, President of the Sebastian Lemke presented a $500 check to Carl Backman, President of the 
Friends of Rocky Bluff Library.Friends of Rocky Bluff Library.

dows Phone, Raspberry Pi, PlayStation 4, New Nintendo 3DS, 
PlayStation 3 and Xbox One. In Minecraft, players explore a 
blocky, procedurally-generated 3D world with infinite terrain, and 
may discover and extract raw materials, craft tools and items, and 
build structures or earthworks.
 Sebastian donated $500 of his money earned while playing 
Minecraft at the Rocky Bluff Library. Sebastian is a good student 
and had the full support of his parents to donate the gift. The Friends 
appreciate Sebastian’s wonderful gift.

Sebastian Lemke shows off his certificate Sebastian Lemke shows off his certificate 
to Kaitlynn Bosley, Friends of Rocky to Kaitlynn Bosley, Friends of Rocky 
Bluff Library Children’s Librarian.Bluff Library Children’s Librarian.

Sebastian Lemke (left) is shown with the certificate from the Sebastian Lemke (left) is shown with the certificate from the 
Friends’ group President Carl Backman (center) and Children’s Friends’ group President Carl Backman (center) and Children’s 
Librarian Kaitlynn Bosley (right).Librarian Kaitlynn Bosley (right).
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One Woman Making a Difference
 Tonia Martinez was born 
and raised in Rubonia. She is 52 
years old, and a single mother of 
3 boys, Tomas 25, L’tonee 22, 
Jeremyah 16, and one daughter 
Angela 23. She also has a young 
grand daughter who is her ‘mini 
me’.
 I met Tonia a couple years 
ago through the Anthony Fowler 
Foundation, her son Jeremyah 
was the recipient of one of the 
2019 grants.  
 We had an instant connection. She is smart, 
kind, generous, caring, has a strong belief in God, 
and is constantly giving of herself. But there is 
another side to Tonia, inspirational, focused and 
driven and when she gets an idea, a calling to 

help someone, either get on board or get out of 
her way. 
 I spent some time with her recently helping 
with her latest project. She gathered a group of 
people, called on her friends and had her plan in 
mind. With the help of Skyway Community Cha-
pel and the generosity of the community, through 
donated items and money we made 150 brown 
bag lunches, with socks and masks included. 
With loaded carts, we walked the Bradenton 
Riverwalk and downtown Bradenton for 3 hours 
handing them out to the homeless and anyone 
who wanted them. That was the beginning of her 
vision, her mission: “to provide goods and ser-
vices that will benefit not only the homeless, but 
anyone in need.”
 I asked if I 
could share her 
dream and without 
hesitation, ‘yes of 
course’. 
 About 3 years 
ago Tonia used to 
walk a lot and would 
see the homeless 
everywhere she 
walked. She would 
talk with them, 
share her experi-
ence of when she 
too was homeless at 

one point, bring them 
to her home to shower, 
and give them a meal. 
She would pick them 
up for church and try 
to find ways for them 
to earn money. When 
she started having 
health issues and had 
to go on disability, she 
no longer had the ‘ex-
tra money’ to continue 
her crusade. 

 Recently as the temperatures dropped, and 
since here in Central Florida, we are not pre-
pared for that, the idea came to her to hand out 
blankets to the homeless. She prayed to make a 
way and ‘doors began to open’. People donated 
blankets, socks, bags, masks, clothing, and mon-
ey. She took to the streets with her blankets and 
handed them out personally, not just in her area 
of Rubonia and Palmetto, but also came to Par-
rish in search of our homeless, one in particular 
we all know.
 After reflecting back on the time when she 
was homeless, and ‘much prayer’, she thought 
“I have to give it a name to make it real not only 
to me but to others as well”. That’s when Bless-
ings with Borders was born. Tonia is now ac-
tively working on starting a non-profit organiza-

tion with some of the remaining donated funds. 
Long term, she envisions being in a building 
with “enough space to be able to offer people 
a place to come in and receive services I now 
have to take to the street. I want to give them 
a sense of privacy, to be comfortable, receiving 
whatever I have to offer. My prayer is that God 
enlarges my territory”

 For more information or if you want to help 
in any way with “Blessings with Borders” con-
tact Tonia at 941 462-8778 or send an email to 
bless_borders@yahoo.com.

by Gretchen Fowler
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Special Customers

Corner of 301 and Old Tampa/Erie Roads

PARRISH/ELLENTON
941-723-1111
VOTED BEST!

Hours : Mon-Thurs 11 am - 9 pm
Fri & Sat 11 am - 10 pm

Sun 12 pm - 9 pm

www.FerrarosItalianGrille.com
8348 US 301 N. We Deliver!

Ferraros Will Be 
Closed For Easter 

to Spend Time With 
Family

We Hope All of Our 
Restaurant Family 
has a very Happy 

Easter and Come See 
Us The Following 

Week!

We’re open for take out and indoor/outdoor dining!!!!
We are now serving at 100% with the recent announcement by the Governor.  

Rest assured, however, we have not changed our regimen of masks, cleanliness 
and thorough cleaning of the entire restaurant after each diner’s exit.

We’re here to serve you - our loyal Parrish customers.

 A lot of people celebrate their birthdays at the Grille, but one 
of the most special ones was today! Wally turned 101!! He’s such 
a funny caring man, the servers can’t wait to serve on him when he 
comes in. Happy birthday Wally and here’s to 101 more! Salute!

HeatherSniffen@michaelsaunders.com

HeatherSniffen.com
8325 Lakewood Ranch Blvd  
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

941.720.1526

Your resource for  
Manatee County  
real estate.

Heather Sniffen
REALTOR®

OFFICE NOW OPEN AT 7915 US301 N STE 201, ELLENTON FL

Ashorerealtyllc.com

941-417-7777

Call today for a free market analysis

Rosemarie Lunardelli
Broker/Owner

Ashorerealtyllc@outlook.com
732-489-3676

NOW HIRING NEW AND EXPERIENCED AGENTS
CALL THE OFFICE FOR AN INTERVIEW TIME

Where Serenity Finds Home
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SUBSCRIPTION FORM FOR SUMMER TRAVELERS
I would like to subscribe to the Parrish Village News for:
______ months starting with ______ @ $2.00 per month

Total: $_____________

Please send my subscription to the following address:

Name:  _______________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: ____________________________

Enclose your check and mail this form to:
Parrish Village News

P. O. Box 257
Parrish, FL  34219

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
I reside out of the newspaper mailing area.

I would like to subscribe to the Parrish Village News for:
____1 year @ $24 per year    ____2 years @ $45 total

Please send my subscription to the following address:

Name:  _______________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: ____________________________

Enclose your check and mail this form to:
Parrish Village News

P. O. Box 257
Parrish, FL  34219# Clip and Mail#Clip and Mail

In honor of Anthony’s adventurous spirit and life lived in 
sports, the Anthony Fowler Foundation is offering grants for 

individual youth sport’s equipment. Four grants will be award-
ed: two $100 grants for recreational/middle school level and 

two $200 grants for competitive/high school level. The money 
is to be used to pay for equipment to encouraging  participa-

tion in local sports programs.

To qualify, you must be a resident of Parrish, attend a Parrish 
identified school or play a sport in Parrish, be between the 

age of 6 and 18 years old, participate in any sport at any level 
(recreational , competitive, or school), and show proof of at 

least 10 hours of volunteering/community service. 

Anthony’s Story 

Anthony was a typical 11-year-old boy and like most boys his age, was very adventurous. One sunny Saturday afternoon Anthony and a friend were 
playing at a local park. They dug a tunnel into the side of a dried up ravine, which collapsed while the boys were still digging. His friend was able to get 
out and call 911. The first policeman to arrive helped dig and began CPR, allowing EMS workers to revive Anthony. That led to 12 days in the PICU and 
ultimately end of life. With the help of family, friends and the community, his parents were fortunate enough to be with him every day. Anthony became 
an organ donor and hero on 2/16/12, paying it forward with the ultimate gift: life to 5 people and sight to 2 others.

The Anthony Fowler Foundation, AFF Inc., was established in his memory. His story brought a community together to rally  financial and emotional 
support for Anthony and his family. All of the money raised went back into the community. We then turned this tragic event into a way to help others. 
AFF provides financial and emotional support, paying for funerals, burials or cremation when a family can’t, and sports equipment grants to local youth. 

2019
Grant Recipients

2020
Grant Recipient

And Interesting Dates in History Will Be 
Back Next Month!
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March News from Williams Elementary School

Miss Abby, a 1st grader, was the winner 
of Principal of the Day, as a prize her 
mom won for our online Gala!! We all 
had extra smiles around the Den today 
with this one in charge!! She put Mrs. 
Dixon to work all day!! 

Congratulations to our top grade level Annual Fun 
Run winners Aislyn B, Remington N, Connor C, 
Nicholas B, Dominic N and Jack M.

Color Run Top Grade Level Winners Connor, Merrick and Dominic 
enjoyed being Principal for the Day with Principal Dixon. 

 Pictured left and below: Nicholas, 
Palin and Jack.

Pictured right 
are the top 
winners for 
our Color Run 
Painting Party.

SAVE UP TO 80% 
OFF PRESCRIPTION
MEDICATIONS
A Discount, mail order prescription 
service (like a Canadian Pharmacy)

Over 14,000 medications available

941.803.7487
sabine@discountmeddirect.com

Myrbetriq 25/50 mg  90 tablets  $213.16
Xifaxan 550 mg  100 tablets  $201.00
Ventolin 100 mcg   3 inhalers  $78.73
Synthroid 125 mcg  90 tablets  $82.00
Eliquis 2.5/5 mg  168 tablets  $313.00
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News From The 
Florida Railroad Museum 

Tickets for “ A Day Out with Thomas” Still on Sale!!
Seating Increased to Accommodate More Passengers

 Great news for all parents, grandparents and children – seating has been 
increased for A Day Out with Thomas at the Florida Railroad Museum for 
its upcoming event. There will now be 360 seats available for each of the 
rides. And … tickets are still available online, at the Ticket Office located 
at 12210 83rd Street East in Parrish, Florida or by phone at 941-776-0906.

 Be prepared for a really good time! Thomas the Tank Engine will come 
rolling in to Parrish on April 17th and 18th and 24th and 25th.  You can 
hop on board for a real train ride with Thomas and grab your party pass to 
pick up favors at stops along the way.  Say hello to Sir Topham Hatt, stop in 
party corner for lawn game fun, have a blast in the bubble zone and check 
out the gift shop for exclusive Thomas swag!
 For those of you who are not familiar with Thomas the Tank, here is 
the brief story. Thomas the Tank Engine is a British anthropomorphized 
fictional steam locomotive in The Railway Series books by the Reverend 
Wilbert Awdry and his son, Christopher, published from 1945. He became 
the most popular and famous character in the series, and is the titular pro-
tagonist in the accompanying television spin-off series Thomas & Friends.
Thomas is a blue steam engine and has a number 1 painted on his side.  
All of the vehicles in 
The Railway Series were 
based on prototypical en-
gines; Thomas’s basis is 
the LB&SCR E2 class. 
Thomas first appeared in 
1946 in the second book 
in the series, Thomas the 
Tank Engine, and was 
the focus of the four short stories contained within. Thomas’s best friends 
are Percy and Toby.  In 1979, British writer/producer Britt Allcroft came 
across the books, and arranged a deal to bring the stories to life as the TV 
series Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends (later simplified to Thomas & 
Friends). The program became an award-winning hit around the world, 
with a vast range of spinoff commercial products.
 Capacity for the Parrish event is limited and advance tickets are re-
quired. There will be multiple train rides on each of the four days.  Con-

tact the Ticket Office for exact 
times and availability or go to 
www.ticketmaster.com/Flori-
da-Railroad-Musseum-tickets-
Parrish/venue/343373.
 Plan to bring the entire fam-
ily and enjoy Thomas’ visit to 
Parrish. All aboard!

The Importance of Volunteers at FRRM
 Every non-profit organization is 
highly dependent on its volunteers.  
The Florida Railroad Museum is no 
different and would not exist without 
its generous and hard –working volun-
teers!  From restoring old equipment 
and maintaining operating equipment, 
renewing the track and operating the 
train each weekend, our volunteers are the backbone of this organization.
 There are many opportunities to volunteer: Track Maintenance, Train 
Maintenance, Restoration, Operations, Gift Shop, Reservations, Training 
and many more areas.

 Highly qualified volunteers with thousands 
of hours of service will guide you through all the 
training needed to perform your duties.  Your sched-
ule can be flexible. As a volunteer you decide the 
level of service and number of hours to volunteer. 
Some positions in the Operating Department do re-
quire a minimum number of trips or days worked 
during the year to maintain certification.
  Maintenance and restoration activi-
ties are scheduled throughout the week. Train op-

erations and the gift shop run on weekends with occasional charter work 
during the week. Phone reservations operate from volunteer’s homes 
throughout the week.  
  Membership dues, donations of money and materials and vehicle 
mileage traveling to/from the museum for volunteer duties are all deduct-
ible under IRS 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization guidelines.
 All that’s left is to get started. All volunteers must be members of the 
Florida Railroad Museum. Membership starts at just $40 per year for an 
individual.  Go to the FRRM website at www.FRRM.org for more infor-
mation on joining the railroad and becoming a volunteer.
 Look for announcements on the Florida Railroad Museum website 
(www.FRRM.org) for a Meet & Greet opportunity to learn about volun-
teering for the Florida Railroad Museum.  We’d love to meet you and pro-
vide you the opportunity for a cup of coffee and a chance to ask questions 
about the railroad and volunteering.
 So, if you have a desire to work with real trains, want to donate your 
time and genuinely want to make a contribution to a valuable organization, 
you are needed! We will gladly Welcome You Aboard!
travel time for traffic, parking, ticket pickup and boarding.
 More information and tickets can be found on the museum’s website at 
www.FRRM.com or by calling the ticket office Wednesday through Sunday 
from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm at 941-776-0906.

Directions to the Rail Road Museum
 The Museum is located 25 miles north of Sarasota and 35 miles south 
of Tampa off Interstate 75 at exit 229. The physical address is: 12210 83rd 
Street East, Parrish, FL 34219. 
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Endangered Plants in Your Backyard
 Florida is home to thousands of unique species of plants. AA dramatically increasing number 
of which, are on the verge of extinction. Sometimes, these amazing and endangered species are 
found near our homes. You may have handled them yourself, with no understanding of their rarity. 
Endangered Plants in Your Backyard is designed to raise awareness of our local endangered plant 
species, in an effort to keep our wild species wild. 
 Correction: Last months edition on tillandisa utriculata showed two photos. One was cor-
rect and the other showed a different species, tillandisa Fasciulata. Tillandsia fasciculata is also 
critically endangered - not expected to survive in the wild, making it a perfect subject for this 
edition of Endangered Plants in Your Backyard.

Plant of the Month: 
Scientific Name: Tillandsia fasciculata; Common 
Name(s): Cardinal airplant, quill-leaf airplant, 
common wild pine, clustered wild pine, dog-drink-
water. 
Status: Critically Endangered

Order: POALES
Family: BROMELIACEAE
Genus: Tillandsia 
Species: Fasciculata
Habitat: Hammocks, cypress swamps, pinelands.
Description: Tank epiphyte; plants often grow in clusters; 20-50 leaves, long, stiff and leathery 
(grayish-green, scaly, brownish at base), 30-70 cm (1228 in.) long, wider at base and tapering to 
a pointed tip; inflorescence 30-60 cm (12-24 in.) tall, spikes 7-15 cm long, 3-15 side branches; 
floral bracts usually bright red but many color forms exist in Florida, including yellow, green, 
and rose; 10-50 flowers; petals violet or rarely white, 4.5 cm (1  3/4 in.) long; seeds in capsule 
3 cm (1  1/8 in.) long; seeds windborne.
 Very much like tillandis utriculata, t. fasciulata are large, slow growing epiphytes (plants 
that live on trees). Epiphytes are (generally) not parasitic and do no harm to the trees they in-
habit. T. fasiculata form large, dense colonies on sunny oak branches and trunks. As it is not 
unusual for many oak species to shed a branch or two each year, the weight of tillandsia colonies 
on weak oak branches can influence when those branches drop.

 You can easily differentiate t. fasiculata  from t. utriculata both by the shape of its foliage 
and the structure of its inflorescence (flower spike). T. fasciculata have ridged, relatively short 
leafs with not much curl, and short, stocky, dense inflorescence, showing coral pinks, purples, 
and yellows. Comparatively, T. utriculata have long, curling leafs and very long, slender, and 
branching inflorescence of mostly yellow and greens. 
 As with most of Florida’s endangered bromeliads, t fasciulata face three major threats to 
their survival in the wild. 
 1: Habitat loss. New development comes with high costs. Using the recent Canoe Creek 
housing complex in Parrish as an example, several hundred acres of oak trees were uprooted and 
burned, to clear the land for houses and duplexes. Several critically endangered tillandsia were 
known to inhabit these trees and yet, no effort was made to rescue and relocate any plant species. 
Existing Manatee County “Environmental Reviews” make no provisions for plants. 
 2. Human collection. Florida statute 581.185 “Preservation of Native Flora of Florida” made 
it illegal to harvest endangered plants for personal use or sale. This includes plants found on pri-
vate properties. Tillandsia are easy to harvest and keep, making them a favorite target for poach-
ers. It is not unusual to find our endangered tillandsia for sale online, in local farmers markets, and 
even a handful of nurseries. If poaching continues, our endangered tillandsia will soon be extinct. 
 3. Mexican Weevil (Metamasius callizona). This “Evil Weevil” was introduced to Florida 
in a shipment of bromeliads in 1989 from Veracruz, Mexico. As bromeliads are the Mexican 
Weevils favorite food, these weevils are a major contributing factor to the decimation of our 
native bromeliads. 
 In ten years, I have found only one colony of t. fasciculata. That colony “came to me” when 
a water oak dropped a large branch on which the colony lived. Luckily, most of the mature plants 
were already in spike when the colony fell and it wasn’t long before their inflorescence were 
bursting with fine, cottony, seeds. Those seeds were dispersed on a nice windy day as well as 
sewn deliberately onto several local oaks. 
 If you are fortunate enough to have one of these amazing plants drop into your possession, 
the best thing to do is to securely mount it back into the tree it came from. If that is not possible, 
I find they grow well if sat on top of a bush in a shaded area. The bush provides water through 
morning condensation, provides a secure perch, and protects the plants from ground insects and 
rot. Let nature take care of it from there.
 I hope you enjoyed this edition of Endangered Plants in Your Backyard. More information on 
endangered plants can be obtained from your local USDA or by visiting https://www.fdacs.gov

By Plant Man
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Iris Worth McClain, moved to Parrish in 1973 
with her husband Merle and her two son’s 
Kenny & Larry, coming from Sarasota. After 
retiring from her banking career of 42 years 
she became actively involved in the Parrish 
community with the Parrish Civic Assoc. The 
Parrish Foundation, Parrish Chili Cook Off, 
Parrish Arts Council and the Parrish “Y”. 
She coordinates with much help from the local 
community, the Parrish Children’s Christmas 
Party each year. She wants to provide 
interesting stories of old homes, buildings 
and families in and around Parrish to help 
preserve the history of Parrish.

Iris Worth McClain

This Old House,
Articles about Parrish Homes and Buildings Is Available for Purchase

 You can purchase a compilation of Iris McClain’s articles on “This Old House. Her book, This Old House, is available in pa-
perback format. The book tells the stories and recollections of the town with the old houses, buildings, and the people that lived in 
them, our old churches, schools, post offices, etc. Iris has been writing articles for this newspaper for years. She has now collected 
them for this book.
 The books are available at PJ’S Sandwich Shop A donation of $10.00 will provide grants for children’s nonprofit organizations 
in our community to encourage them to participate in the arts and community projects.  

Iris Worth McClain

This Old House
A Big Part of Parrish History

John and Mary Magdalene (Yates) Parrish’s Home

 “This Old House” John & Mary’s home and land, was located on U.S. 
Hwy 301 North. John was a cattle rancher, he produced wool from his 1,000 
head of sheep, and he also had large orange groves in “Oak Hill” (now Par-
rish). 
 He is the son of Crawford and Mary Bratcher (VanZant) of Parrish. He 
was born in 1857 coming to Oak Hill (Parrish) from Hamilton County, Fl 
in 1869. He, along with his siblings received a common education in a one 
room schoolhouse in the community and his accomplishments were exten-
sive throughout the county. Although, he had to go to work as a young boy, 
he developed great study habits and became one of Florida’s most well-
informed men. 
 The Parrish name changed from “Oak Hill” when the Postal Service dis-
covered another established town of Oak Hill in Florida. In honor of John 
Parrish who had donated land for the Railroad in 1902, it was changed to 
Parrish.
 John was given land by his father before his marriage, he built this home 
in 1882-3, he owned 1,000 acres of land. He became interested in raising 
cattle stock, his own and he helped other cattlemen take care of their cattle 
in his area. He planted 75 acres in citrus groves with the seeds collected by 
his bride, while he was working on the cattle range. She gathered the seeds 
from the original trees which were found growing wild in this area. These 
seeds were brought into this country by the Spaniards. The original orange 
fruit was sour, but eventually by way of grafting a sweeter version orange 
bud to the sour tree stock, the fruit then produced better tasting orange. Some 
of those original trees can still be found in the wild today in Florida.
 John was a leading merchant, as well as Postmaster of the township of 
Parrish. His public service was extensive, he gave land for the Seaboard Air 
Line railroad station and five acres for the provision of a freight warehouse, 
water tank, and other necessities needed for the railroad to function. Fifteen 
years later, two hundred and fifty solid carloads of vegetables, as well as 
other farm products, were being shipped annually from this station.
 He served on the school board and the Parrish Chamber of Commerce. 
He was active in the Methodist Church and also a 33rd degree Mason.
 In 1882, John married Mary Magdalene (Yates), daughter of Jonah and 
Harriet (Holloway) Yates. They had seven children, Ralph, Magdalene, 
Jonah, Mary, Marcus, Kenneth, Elizabeth “Bessie” and John, Jr.  He pos-

sessed all the attributes of a good husband, a 
good father, a good friend and a good citizen. 
In his passing, in 1918, the community of Par-
rish mourned a great loss. He is buried in the 
Parrish Cemetery.
 This old home burned to the ground some-
time in the 1950’s.
 The Parrish family had a big family reunion 
with 75 people in attendance. I can just see the 
food tables covered with delicious southern 
food. The Parrish family started out a big fam-
ily in the 1800’s and has continued to grow; it 
is a great life having a big and happy family. 

We Find you the
Best Coverage

for the Best Price...
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Paddling A Canoe
John Phillips

 Learn the art of 

GUITAR  
JJOOHHNN  PPHHIILLLLIIPPSS  

IInnssttrruuccttoorr  

LLIIVVEE  VVIIRRTTUUAALL  LLEESSSSOONNSS!!  
Call/Text (941) 915-4694  

www.GuitarLessonsManatee.com 
All Styles & Skill Levels 

Gift Certificates Available! 

 There is an old saying about learning that goes something like this, “Learn-
ing a skill is like paddling a canoe against the current.”
 The meaning of this is obvious. When you are paddling a canoe against the 
current, if you stop paddling for a little while, you will not remain where you 
are. You will always go backward. If you wish to keep moving forward, you 
must keep paddling. In the same way, when you are learning the guitar, or any 
other skill, if you wish to continue to progress, you must continue to put forth 
effort.
 There should never come a time when you say, “I’m good enough.“ When 
you reach that point, and you cease to work to improve yourself, you will in 
fact begin to lose many of the skills for which you had previously worked so 
hard. To cease moving forward is to move backward. To cease to progress is to 
regress. 
 We must, therefore, resolve to constantly improve ourselves. Make up your 
mind each day to surpass your current skill level. Challenge yourself.
You are capable of much more than you may think. 

 If you have any topics which you would 
like to see in future columns, or to inquire 
about guitar lessons, you may contact John 
Phillips at guitarlessonsmanatee.com or 
by phone at (941) 915-4694.
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Y0040_GHHHXDDEN_21_C *No obligation to enroll. 

When you need to 
choose a Medicare plan, 
Humana can help
Talking it through, helping you choose, getting 
answers, finding resources—human care.

SHERRY KELLY  
863-333-2994 (TTY: 711)
Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
skelly6@humana.com
humana.com/skelly
FB.me/SherryKellyFLAgent

Call a licensed Humana sales agent 
for a free consultation*
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Open
Monday - Saturday

Sister Practice to Braden River Animal Hospital

Serving Parrish, Ellenton,
Palmetto, Bradenton &

Surrounding Communities

12805 County Road 675      Parrish, FL 34219
www.northriveranimalhospital.vet   contact@nrah.vet

w
w

Support our advertisers!
They make it possible to deliver this 

paper to you at no cost to you.
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Replace Contacts Regularly 
To Keep Them Comfortable

Dr. Doug Black

 Most contact lens wearers really like wearing their contacts. In fact, too 
often, they like wearing their lenses so much that they end up over-wearing 
them. People that wear disposable contacts are familiar with the fact that 
their lenses should be replaced on a regular schedule, either daily, every 2 
weeks, or every 4 weeks, depending on the type of lens worn. However, 
every day I ask patients how often they replace their lenses and the answer 
that they give (usually after some hesitation!) is commonly a longer time 
period than that.
 So what’s the big deal? Extending the life of contact lenses means hav-
ing to buy less contacts, which saves money, right? That may be true, but 
the problem is that contact lenses develop microscopic build-up on them 
the older they get, no matter how well a person cleans their lenses. This is 
why certain lenses are made to be replaced at certain intervals. After that 
time period, we know that the contacts are not as clean as they should be.
 The inside lining of the upper eyelid is constantly in contact with the 
front surface of a contact lens.  This means that any build-up on the lens is 
also in contact with this lining of the lid.  Deposits are very irritating to the 
eyelid and over time can cause it to become inflamed.  As this process hap-
pens, small bumps start to form on the inside lining of the eyelid.  As time 
goes by, the bumps grow in size.  This is a condition called “giant papillary 
conjunctivitis,” or “GPC.”
 Many contact lens wearers are in the early stage of GPC and are not 
even aware of it.  In this early stage, the bumps are small in size and are 
not noticeable.  This is why many people go for several years extending the 
life of their contacts and feel that there isn’t any problem.  It can take years 

for the bumps to grow to the point that they are noticeable and interfering 
with comfortable wear.  However, as the inside of the eyelid becomes more 
inflamed, the bumps on it begin to interfere with how a lens sits on the eye, 
making contact lens wear very uncomfortable.
 Here’s the problem.  Since GPC is a condition that takes a long amount 
of time to develop, it also takes a very long time to resolve.  And the only 
way to get rid of GPC is to not wear contacts at all and to use anti-inflam-
matory eye drops.  As you can imagine, this is not something that full-time 
contact lens wearers want to hear.  Unfortunately, once GPC reaches a cer-
tain stage, the wearing of contacts, even new ones, only makes it worse.
 So keep this in mind the next time you think about wearing your contacts 
for a longer time period than they are meant for.  If you enjoy wearing your 
contact lenses, do everything you can now to make sure that you can con-
tinue to wear them in the future. 
 Douglas Black, O.D., is a Doctor of Optometry at Eye Center, Inc.
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News from Buffalo Creek Middle School
Our 2020-21 Soccer Hawks!

 Our cafeteria staff is just the best!

Go Hawks!

 On February 25th Members from the Buffalo Creek FFA Chapter competed 
at the 60th Annual Manatee County Land Judging Contest held at Rye 
Preserve. Members evaluated soil for a variety of physical characteristics 
including organic matter, surface texture, permeability and the slope of the 
surrounding land. Buffalo Creek FFA teams placed 1st and 2nd at the county 
contest. The first-place team was comprised of Kaycee Kirby, John Keen, 
Ciara Cannon and Duniyah Morkus. The team placing 2nd consisted of Owen 
Griffin, Connor Griffin, Jakob Stewart and Greg Collins. The first-place team 
will move on to the state contest held in Gainesville on March 26th.

The Buffalo Creek Middle School Hawks win the district championships 
for another year 2021! So proud of these young men, working so hard 
through a challenging year of Covid to this result!

Our Buffalo Creek Middle School drumline visited Mills Elementary School to recruit for next year’s 
program.  Led by Mr. Reaney and Mrs. Baker, this new program is a huge hit with our Hawks! 

BCMS 3rd quarter PBIS 
rewards These students 
showed amazing positive 
behavior! GO HAWKS!
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Dresden CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

While buying
or selling a home is a 
big “to-do”, it doesn’t 
have to be a hassle! 

I’m the REAL-tor who 
“KEEPS IT REAL”

Tiffney Mosley
941-725-2636

ctm4902@yahoo.com

Service, Repair and Replacement

Reasonable Rates
for all your Cooling

Needs

Clint Mosley, Owner
Meeting Your Air
Conditioning Needs Since 1988

Attention Parrish Residents!

Need a new system?
We are replacement specialist,

get a quote before you buy!

Mosley A/C is owned
& operated right here in Parrish

Visa & Mastercard accepted

Owner Performs All Work!

941-504-2331

Coming soon, You will want to wait for this one, 3 bedroom 3 bath on almost 
an acre right downtown Palmetto.                                                           $389,900

Coming soon, Adorable 3/2 in Thousand Oaks.                              $249,900

Coming soon, 2 bedroom 1 bath  in boating community with boat ramp.
$225,000

mieres, including” Tannhauser” and “The Flying 
Dutchman” by Richard Wagner. The opera house 
is still active today with performances given from 
September thru May. 
 After our extensive tour we grabbed a pretzel 
and a beer and trudged our way back to the ship. 
The Captain gave us the bad news at dinner. The 
water level in the Elbe River was so low that the 
ship could not proceed. We were only one stop 
away from leaving the ship anyway but the final 
15 miles was through some of the most spectac-
ular landscape on the Elbe River; the towering 
sandstone rocks of Bastei. Oh well, I guess I’ll 
have another glass of wine! Next time, our bus 
trip to Bad Schandau, then on to Prague.
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Parrish Charter Academy

Hands on Learning at Parrish 
Charter Academy
 Students at Parrish Charter 
Academy have been actively 
engaged in their Units of Study 
this year!  PCA’s Kindergarten 
students have been learning 
about what makes something 
living or nonliving, about 
different types of living things, 

and the common needs of all living 
things. Students also conducted 
investigation viewing various 
living things (as seen in their 
butterfly release picture), caring 
for seedlings and observing what 
happens over time, and recording 
their observations. They also had a 
guest field expert come in to share 
their expertise in their profession!  
This learning culminates in a series 
of Science Talks designed for them 
to share their research findings 
(pictures of some of their dioramas 
they presented).
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“We’re in your neighborhood.”
Climate Controlled Units

Non-Climate Drive Up Units
Flexible Terms & Accommodations

Moving Supplies
24 Hour Access

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 3:00 pm

Located behind C&K Smokehouse

Locally owned and managed.
Variety of sizes to fit all needs and budgets.

12123 US Hwy 301 North 941-479-7877
Parrish, FL 34219 parrishstorage@Reagan.com
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Time for Some Financial Spring Cleaning
James F. Morrison, Financial Advisor
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

When it comes to  
your to-do list, put  
your future first.

To find out how to get your  
financial goals on track,  
contact your Edward Jones  
financial advisor today.

James F Morrison III, CFP®, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

7915 Us Highway 301 North 
Suite 210 
Ellenton, FL 34222 
941-722-0163

James F. Morrison III, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

7915 US Highway 301 North
Suite 210
Ellenton, FL 34222
941-722-0163

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.  Ed-
ward Jones, Member SIPC. Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot provide tax 
or legal advice. You should consult your attorney or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

 Recently, we experienced the vernal equinox – one of the two times in the year 
when the sun is exactly above the equator. Apart from this astronomical anomaly, 
though, the equinox is mostly known as the beginning of spring – a fresh begin-
ning and the time to spruce things up. This year, as you tidy up your home and 
surroundings, why not also consider some financial spring cleaning? 
 Here are a few ideas for getting your financial house in order: 
 • “De-clutter” your portfolio. Over the years, many of us tend to pick up dupli-
cate items that find their way into the nooks and crannies of our homes, gathering 
dust and remaining unused. Over time, your investment portfolio can also accumu-
late redundancies – that is, you might own several investments that are essentially 
similar. It might be appropriate to replace some of these and broaden your holdings.
 • Own your investments purposefully. You own certain things for certain rea-
sons – a broom to sweep the floors, a microwave to heat the food and so on. As an 
investor, you should be following a goal-based strategy that includes the matching 
of certain investments with certain objectives. For example, you might own stocks 
or mutual funds to eventually provide the capital appreciation potential you’ll need 
to retire comfortably. But you might also own other vehicles, such as bonds or 
other fixed-income investments, to provide you with a source of regular income.
 • “Dust off” your investment strategy. Over a long winter, your windows can 
get dirty and grimy, so, when spring arrives, you may want to get out the glass 
cleaner – and when you’re done, you’ll be able to see out more clearly. Over time, 
your investment strategy may get somewhat “dusty,” too, especially if you’ve ex-
perienced significant changes in your life, such as a new job, a new child or even 
a new plan for retirement. By periodically reviewing your investment strategy, 
you’ll be able to clarify your vision for the future.
 • Protect yourself from hidden dangers. If you poke around your garage, 
shed or other storage area, you may well find some objects – gardening tools, 
paint thinners and engine fluids, leaning ladders and so on – that could be danger-
ous, either because they aren’t stored properly or they’re hard to see and can cause 
trips and falls. As part of your spring cleaning, you’d want to get these objects out 
of harm’s way to safeguard yourself and your family. But when you think of your 
financial situation, are you also exposing yourself and your loved ones to risk? If 
something were to happen to you, could your family members stay in their home? 

Could your children still go to college? To help keep their lifestyle intact if you 
weren’t around, you’ll need adequate life insurance. And to avoid burdening your 
grown children with potentially huge expenses should you ever need some type of 
long-term care, such as an extended nursing home stay, you may want to talk to a 
financial advisor about protection strategies. 
 By taking some spring cleaning measures, you can brighten your living space for 
the seasons ahead. And by applying some of the same principles to your financial 
environment, you can help improve the prospects for meeting your important goals.

NOW OPEN!!NOW OPEN!!

Parrish Bait & Tackle Parrish Bait & Tackle 
Shop Located at Parrish Shop Located at Parrish 

RV & Boat StorageRV & Boat Storage

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Full tackle shop plus 
marine and RV supplies

12155 US Hwy 301 North12155 US Hwy 301 North
Parrish, FL  34219Parrish, FL  34219
941-776-1290941-776-1290

www.Parrish-Storage.comwww.Parrish-Storage.com
parrishstorage@reagan.comparrishstorage@reagan.com

Across from Parrish Post Office
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Spring 
Car Wash

Membership
Special

SPRING SPECIAL! All new memberships receive your 
choice of a gift — car wash kit valued up to $30 or a store 

gift card of equal value to your membership

12155 US Hwy 301 North, Parrish, FL  34219
www.Parrish-Storage.com         parrishstorage@reagan.com

941-776-1290

UNLIMITED WASH CLUB
• No contracts

• Unlimited washes (once a day)
• Cancel plan at any time, no 

questions asked - Simply email 
seven days before recharge 
canceling all future charges

• Auto draft available
• Unlimited wash club members 
enjoy one unrestricted car wash 
per day. Your choice of vehicle

• Drive-thru wash bays with extra 
high clearance for high profile 

vehicles
• Boat Wash

• Automatic car mat wash machine
• Powerful Vacuums
• Fragrance Machine

• Carpet Shampoo station
• Free Air

• Open 24/7

ULTIMATE
• Under Car & Side Blaster

• Pre-Soak Cleaner • Wheel Cleaner
• Bug Cleaner • Triple Foam Super Soap
• Bug Scrub • Surtime Premium Wash
• High-Pressure Wash • Wheel Scrub

• Guardian Gold Surface Sealant
• Hot Canauba Wash

• Clearcoat Protectant
• Spot Free Rinse • Power Dry

DELUXE
• Under Car & Side Blaster

• Pre-Soak Cleaner • Wheel Cleaner
• Bug Cleaner • Triple Foam Super Soap
• Bug Scrub • Surtime Premium Wash

• High-Pressure Wash
• Guardian Gold Surface Sealant

• Clearcoat Protectant
• Spot Free Rinse • Power Dry

EXPRESS
• Pre-Soak Cleaner 

•  Surtime Premium Watch
• Clearcoat Protectant • Power Dry

$16.00
Single
Wash

$36.99
Monthly

Unlimited

$13.00
Single
Wash

$8.00
Single
Wash

$29.99
Monthly

Unlimited

$17.99
Monthly

Unlimited
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Celebrating 20 years in Parrish!

Esthetic, Sedation, and General
Dentistry for Adults

776-0885
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Rachel McGinnis, Leo&Lucky’s

April Events Leo&Lucky’s
Sunday, April 4th - Closed for Easter Sunday
Saturday, April 10th - Anesthesia-Free Doggy Dental Cleanings (by appointment 
only, call 941.776.0770 to schedule)
Saturday, April 10th – Low Cost Vaccines Mobile Pet Hospital 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 24th - Anesthesia-Free Doggy Dental Cleanings (by appointment 
only, call 941.776.0770 to schedule)
Saturday, April 24th – Low Cost Vaccines Mobile Pet Hospital 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Home Delivery Subscription Pet Food: Is it as Paw-Some as it Seems?
 Subscription-based services have increased in popularity over the past sev-
eral years. You can sign up for a bevy of things from workout classes to razors 
to wine, and you’ve likely even seen ads for subscription fresh pet food servic-
es. Like human food delivery services such as Hello Fresh or Blue Apron, you 
sign up for a plan, answer some questions about your pet, and these fresh pet 
foods are delivered in bulk to your home in large temperature-controlled boxes.

Is fresh food something you should consider for your pets?
 Fresh foods are an amazing option for pets, but it is important to make sure 
your pet is getting a complete nutritional profile before making the switch. 
This can be difficult to determine with the computerized algorithms that big 
subscription pet foods rely on to decide what to send their furry consumers. 
An incomplete diet can cause dogs and cats to become deficient in the correct 
amounts of important minerals and vitamins, antioxidants, or the right fatty 
acid balance for skeletal, organ and immune health.
 Common mistakes include feeding meat only, not including enough fiber, 
offering the wrong vitamin/mineral mix, and skipping pet-specific supplements 
such as Omegas, probiotics, digestive enzymes, hip/joint, and bladder care.

How do I determine my pet’s nutritional needs?
 At Leo&Lucky’s, we are always more than happy to take the time with 
you via phone (941-776-0770), email (parrish@leoandluckys.com) or in per-
son to discuss your pets’ nutritional needs and create a customized rotational 
diet plan to make sure they are getting the complete nutritional profile they re-
quire. This is a service we provide free of charge. We also offer more in-depth 
one-on-one Nutritional Consultations with Rachel, our pet nutrition expert, 
which can be scheduled by calling or emailing the contact information above.

How can I get fresh foods delivered, while shopping local?
 If you are interested in feeding fresh foods to your pet, we carry and highly 
recommend Open Farm foods. We can deliver them on a schedule if you’d 
like, but you’re not locked into a subscription service at Leo&Lucky’s. Give 
us a call at 941-776-0770 to set up home delivery for any of the products in 
our store, or pop in any time to buy as much or as little as you want to save that 
valuable freezer space! 

More about Open Farm foods
 We thoroughly vetted Open Farm to ensure it is food that we would be 
proud to offer and feed to our own dogs. Open Farm uses only human grade 
ingredients that are:
• 100% Certified Humane and Global Animal Partnership certified
 (meats)
• Ocean Wise certified (seafoods)
• Non-GMO (fruits and veggies)
• Gently cooked using a sous vide technique to retain taste and nutrition
• Traceable – the source of every ingredient on the pouch can be traced
• Only up to 5% carbs (home delivery subscription competitors range from 
 6.5%-11%)
• Pea-, lentil-, and potato-free (unlike home delivery subscription competitors)
 Thank you for supporting your local, independent pet store right here in Parrish.

Mike Young

myatthelake@msn.com

Screen & Window Repair
New screens, Re-screening, Replacement
Rollers, Reglazing, Balance Rods, Sliding Glass
Door Rollers, Awning Window Operators

941-932-7819
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Specialized Dental Care for Infants, Children & Adolescents
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Friendly Dental Team
State-of-the-Art Technology, Software & Equipment

Themed Rooms for Your Child’s Enjoyment
Digital Radiographs

Sedation Options Available
Participates with Most PPO Insurances

Mention theParrish Village Newsto receive a FREEDental Exam forKids Under2 Years Old*!*offer valid for patientswithout insurance

Foundation Grants Awarded
 The Parrish Foundation is pleased to have presented the 2020 grants from funds 
raised at the 9th Annual Chili Cook Off.  In nine years, The Parrish Foundation has 
raised over $257,000 in grants distributed to organizations serving residents of the 
Parrish community.
 The 2020 grants were distributed to nine organizations who needed the funds to 
support their projects and programs.
 It is always a pleasure to be involved with passing out the grants awarded each 
year by The Parrish Foundation.  Not only do you get to meet some dedicated and in-
spiring people but you get the good feeling of helping them meet their financial goals. 
 One of the recipients told us that Covid-19 had a real negative effect on their 
fundraising efforts in 2020 and that “The Parrish Foundation was the only local 
group that had awarded them a grant”. Others remarked that money was scarce in 
2020 and going into 2021. All the organizations were so appreciative.
 Manatee County Youth Rowing plans to use their grant to purchase one person 
skulls. Covid-19 protocols and social distancing have pushed many rowers into the 

single-rower skulls. 
To learn more about 
Manatee County Youth 
Rowing, their regattas, 
their summer camps, 
and school and master 
programs, visit their 
website at www.mana-
teeyouthrowing.com.
 Farmhouse Ani-
mal and Nature Sanc-
tuary located in Myak-
ka City will be using 
their grant for some 

safety projects for their 
volunteers and visitors.  
While we were there, 
we met some of their 
many residents – two 
rather large geese and 
three kangaroos.  One 
goose was very loud – 
he had been attacked by 
a dog and lost part of 
his bill.  The other made 
no sound at all.  He had 
been found with an ar-
row through his neck 
that had affected his 
voice box.  Volunteers 
at the sanctuary had de-
veloped special feeding 
devices for the geese so 
they could eat and drink. 
To learn more about this amazing place 
go to www.info@farmhousesanctuary.
org. 
 This is the ninth year The Parrish 
Foundation has awarded grants to small 
not for profit corporations serving our 
Parrish area community.  Funds for 
these grants come from the proceeds of 
the annual Parrish Chili Cook Off, and 

by Cookie Jordan

while we had to cancel it in 2021 be-
cause of Covid-19 safety concerns, plans 
are already underway for the 2022 event.  
Thank you for your support of the Chili 
Cook Off which makes these grants pos-
sible. And … thanks to the Parrish Civic 
Association, our gracious sponsors and 
wonderful volunteers who helped make 
the 2020 event so successful.



Parrish Village News PAGE 33Announcements From The UF/IFAS 
Manatee County Extension Service!

Stay in touch with Extension events, newsletter, water conservation, 4H, 
classes and other programs at https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/Manatee

 At this point in the year, 
we have seen tons of bag-
worms hanging on plants 
and our walls. 
 These are the larvae of 
moths. The household or plas-
ter bagworm (Phereocca uterl-
la) likes high humidity and 
does not survive in an artifi-
cially controlled environment 
(happily for us.) To control, 
remove by hand or consult 
https://tinyurl.com/ksz726fa

Artillery weed is thriving 
now! 
 This weed (Pilea microphylla) is pop-
ping everywhere this winter: in potted 
plants, between pavers, in both low and 
high light conditions. Believe it or not, 
it is sold as an ornamental groundcover 
in certain states. It is an annual (good 
news) but reseeds like crazy (bad news.) 
Study the below publication for control.
https://tinyurl.com/cy5rm5nj

Moles make unsightly tunnels in your 
yard…
 ….and it’s easy to turn your ankle if 
you happen to step in one. Moles are 
there for one reason only: food, usually 
in the form of grubs and earthworms. 
Remove their food source and you may 
eliminate your moles. This involves ap-
plication of a systemic insecticide that 
targets piercing / sucking insects such 
as grubs. For information, go to:
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ig001
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/lawn-and-gar-
den/moles-in-lawns/  

Cupid’s shaving brush is out in force 
now! 
 Emilia fosbergii is a delicate-looking 
plant in the aster family that blooms 
year-round in our part of Florida. The 
leaves have toothed edges and a slen-
der flower stem forms sporting a dark 
pink to red bloom. It is a “caution” plant 
on the UF Assessment of non-native 
plants, meaning it should be monitored 
to prevent escape from cultivation.
See https://tinyurl.com/2bbaz38p  

Upcoming Webinars 
 Nature Journaling Webinar Se-
ries – Wednesdays April 7, April 14, 
and April 21 at 4PM, first webinar was 
held on March 17, register once and 
choose which classes you would like 
to attend. Register here https://tinyurl.
com/7shsr54j
 Orchid Webinar Series: Introduc-
tion to Orchids – Wednesday April 
14 @ 11AM – Register here: https://
tinyurl.com/yzy82cc6
 Mushroom Series – Mushroom Bi-
ology – Tuesday April 20 @ 11:30AM 
– Register here:  https://tinyurl.
com/2pcke2cn

 Orchid Webinar Series: Basic 
Orchid Care – Wednesday April 21 @ 
11AM – Register here: https://tinyurl.
com/thbbmffe
 Orchid Webinar Series: Advanced 
Orchid Care – Wednesday April 28 @ 
11AM – Register here: https://tinyurl.
com/t9knrzfa
 Native Plants for Florida Yards – 
Thursday April 29 @ 10:30AM – Reg-
ister here: https://tinyurl.com/nbfrcw42

Community Gardens Program
 Have you heard about our Com-
munity Gardens Program? If you, 
your neighbors, or your community 
are interested in starting a community 
garden, please contact Mack Lessig 
at (941) 722-4524, ext. 1821 or mles-
sig@ufl.edu 

Ask a Master Gardener Volunteer in 
Your Community 
 We are excited to be expanding our 
off-site locations to serve your needs. 
At the present time, we have “mo-
bile plant clinics” at several locations 
throughout the county in addition to 
our Plant Clinic at UF/IFAS Manatee 
County Extension office. 

New off-site options: 
 •  Lakewood Ranch Farmers’ Mar-
ket (8330 Lakewood Ranch Blvd.) First 
and Third Sundays of the month 10AM 
– 2PM 
 •  St. George’s Episcopal Church 
(912 63rd Ave. W., Bradenton.) First 
and Third Thursday of the month 9AM 
– 12PM 
 •  Christ Episcopal Church (4030 
Manatee Ave. W., Bradenton.) First and 
Third Saturdays of the month 10AM – 
2PM near the Thrift Shop. 

Extension office options: 
 •  In person visits at Extension (1303 
17th St. W., Palmetto.) Every weekday 
except Wednesday, 9AM – 4PM  
 •  Submit your request via this form: 
https://tinyurl.com/22ywct3c
 •  Call us at the hours listed above 
(941-722-4524, ext. 1819 or 1820) 
 •Email us at ManateeMG@gmail.com 

$650 value

Consultation, 
Examination, Full 
Spine Xrays, and 
Vitamin D3/CRP Test

Your Community Chiropractor
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News from Harvey Elementary School

This month at Harvey we celebrated Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday with green eggs and ham and a special read 
aloud by Ms. Barbara Harvey! We also celebrated 
our amazing office staff for all their hard work and 
dedication. They were showered with flowers, a 
flash mob, and lots of goodies. Kindergarten put on 
a wonderful performance Dancing with Dinosaurs. It 
was a roaring good time!
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A Patient Focused, Multi-Specialty Group
National Expertise l Multiple Locations

Lakewood Ranch I
11505 Rangeland Parkway, 1st Floor, Bradenton, FL 34211

www.intercoastalmedical.com
Medicare and most insurances accepted

Dr. Mark Dreyer brings to Intercoastal Medical Group at the Lakewood 

Ranch I office a wealth of knowledge and experience in Podiatry.

Undergraduate:  Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL
Medical School:  Doctor of Podiatric Medicine, 
     Midwestern University, Glendale, AZ
Residency:          Podiatric Medicine, Reconstructive Rearfoot and 
     Ankle Surgical Residency, Westside Medical
                        Center, Plantation, FL
Fellowship:    Reconstruction and Limb Salvage Surgical 
     Fellowship, Family Foot & Leg Center, Naples, FL
Certification:       American Board of Podiatric Surgery

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS! 
 TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT, PLEASE CALL

941-362-8662

WELCOMES
 

Mark A. Dreyer, DPM
Board Certified, Podiatric Surgeon

“Sparky” & Parrish 
Firefighters Support Reading

 The Parrish Firefighters with Sparky have been quite busy attending 
the Soar in 4 this month. Soar in 4 is Manatee County’s monthly movement 
to ensure all early learners and their families have the opportunities and 
support they need for success in preschool, school and beyond. Soar in 4 
is a collaborative effort to ensure all children are reading on grade level 
by the end of third grade, by focusing on 15 economically disadvantaged 
neighborhoods. Their website is https://soarin4.org
 Our project was the creation of a network of parents, community 
organizations and neighborhood businesses. We were able to give out 
hundreds of autographed books by Sparky, as a gift to promote reading.
 We also were graciously invited by Manatee County Early Coalition 
to participate in the Annual Literacy Initiative. Due to COVID restrictions 
the Initiative had to be done virtually, which gave Sparky his debut 
appearance on camera for the first time. This annual event teaches children 
how books are organized and it increases vocabulary understanding that 
pictures, along with words, share a message.
 We consider it such a privilege to be involved with these two 
outstanding groups, to help our teachers promote reading and comprehension 
for our future leaders in Manatee County.
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Redfish on the South Shore
 is on Fire! 

Capt. Jason Prieto

For charter information
contact Capt. Jason at

813-727-9890 or
www.steadyactionfishingcharters.com.

Captain Jason Prieto is a native resident of Tampa and has fished Tampa Bay and its sur-
rounding waters for the past 20 years. He is owner and operator of Steady Action Fishing 
Charters which is based out of lower Tampa Bay. To book a charter, you can reach him at
813-727-9890 or www.steadyactionfishingcharters.com. If you would like to catch him 
on Facebook go to @steadyactionfishingharters, Twitter @captjasonprieto, Linkedin @
jasonprrieto, Instagram @steadyactionfishing charters or Instagram @captjasonp.  Capt. 
Jason is Regional Director of the Florida Guides Association.  Come join us in the fun.

Parrish Office:
12215 U.S. Hwy 301 North

Parrish, FL 34219

941.776.1188

CenterStateBank.com

 We have been getting some consistent warm weather and the results 
have been great for catches of Redfish on the flats. As we edge closer to 
the summer winds will become lighter, and higher tides will fall during the 
day. This mixed with a great spring mullet run results in great Red fishing 
in the spring. You can expect great Red fishing all the way into the summer 
months, so get out and enjoy some great fishing!
 Redfish are one of best fighting fish, and when you find big schools of 
them you will have an epic day of catching. This can be a bit more difficult 
than it sounds as Reds tend to move around and can be a bit inconsistent. 
There are a number of conditions that can move a school of fish. One of 
the biggest problems in our area that breaks schools of fish up, is people 
running up and down the flats all day long. Reds are notorious for splitting 
up from a school especially when boat traffic is heavy on the flats. Using a 
trolling motor or push pole to edge your way into a spot will take more time 
but the end result will be more fish. Using a stealthy approach is essential 
to any type of inshore fishing, especially when targeting Redfish.
 The bait of choice would have to be greenbacks, but reds are big on 
scent so using cut bait is also a great option. Pinfish, Ladyfish, and Thread-
fin Herring are just a few types of cut bait that work well. Tackle of choice 
would be a 1/0 Daiichi circle hook matched with 30 lb Ohero fluorocarbon 
leader, a great combination. Cajun Thunder Floats work really well on the 
higher tides when you are fishing tight in the mangroves. Free lined baits 
work good when fishing potholes on the lower tides. In that aspect, Reds 
are no different than any other species. Fishing leading into the New and 
Full Moons will be your best bet to find those BIG schools of Reds but you 
can catch them just about any time this month.
 Places of interest include oyster bars, potholes, troughs, and residential 
docks. Reds use these areas as highways to move in and out with the tides. 
Mix these areas with the right tide and you will increase your chances of 

catching nice Reds. Finding areas that have a good tide is another key ele-
ment to catching Reds. Tide movement is one of the most important things 
you need to catch fish. Redfish have a slot size from 18 to 27 inches and a 
bag limit of 1 per person. These regulations are the key to our Redfish in 
the future. Make sure to read up on the regulations of all fish before head-
ing out. It will save you fines, and help preserve fishery for years to come. 
Tightlines!

LOCATED AT I-75 & SR70 IN THE PUBLIX/TARA PLAZA
7230 55th Ave E., Bradenton, FL 34203

Pegavault.com | E-mail: Pegavault@outlook.com

BUY. SELL. APPRAISE.

RARE AND COLLECTIBLE COINS, ENTIRE COLLECTIONS

PAYING OVER SPOT FOR SILVER, GOLD, AND           
 PLATINUM AMERICAN EAGLE BULLION COINS

TOP PRICES PAID FOR UNWANTED OR BROKEN
JEWELRY, GOLD, AND SILVER

941.725.6100
 Pegasus Coin and Jewelry

John Maben- Owner
42 Years Professional Experience
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Anyone Feeling a Little 
déjà vu? 

Leslie Wells.

 In the “Glory Days” of 2005-2006, many 
houses sold within 24 hours of hitting the 
market. If you were house shopping, it meant 
you needed to get in line. New communities 
had lottery systems and building a new home 
meant you might be waiting a couple years. 
 Fast forward to 2020-2021 and the mood 
seems oddly similar. Sellers are on top of the 
world, inventory is limited, and houses don’t 
stay on the market longer than an eye blink. 
We’re seeing more and more urgency, with 

buyers settling for “good-enough” after 3 or 4 unsuccessful bids on other properties. Sta-
tistically, we are indeed experiencing a lower than 2005 supply of inventory, truly driving 
prices higher. The demand is real.
 As seasoned real estate agents, we’ve seen enough and been through enough to know 
when a market is shifting, and caution is key. Is this a long-term boom? Should we brace 
for a crash? While it’s true the similarities are hard to deny, there are several very distinct 
differences, and those differences will determine how this will all play out. 
 The pandemic has certainly influenced sales in a big way with the work-from-home 
trend driving the need for more room, dedicated office space and outdoor lifestyle oppor-
tunities. If you can work anywhere, why not Florida! Out-of-state buyers are consciously 
choosing Florida for a lower cost of living, cheaper property taxes and less expensive 
housing overall. We’re also beginning to see Millennials appreciating the value of home 
ownership. Now that they’ve entered the workplace and secured great jobs, buying a home 
is the next logical step. 
 Interest rates and instant equity may 
also play a part in the 2021 difference. 
I think back to a time where there were 
no-documentation loans with lenders, 
agents and appraisers playing loose with 
the rules. It seemed anyone and every-
one could be a homeowner with “inter-
est only” loans. However, this time it is 
different. There are tighter qualifying 
restrictions with super low interest rates 
and built-in equity scenarios making this 
quite dissimilar to the crash. Some of 
you may remember that prior to the great 
recession, there were huge numbers of 
investors and prospectors trying to make 
quick money through inflated apprecia-
tion. Flipping a house seemed as easy as 
flipping a pancake. The good news is, we 
aren’t seeing that same type of activity 
this time around.
 The optimist in me feels good about this and believes 
there are exciting times ahead. New growth for our area will 
definitely have some consequences but I’m reminded of my 
move to Parrish in 1988, and all of the good things that fol-
lowed, such as schools, restaurants and shopping.  
 So, speaking of moving…Yes, real estate companies 
move too! With all the big things on the horizon for the 
entire North of the Manatee River area, we are positioning 
ourselves to play an even bigger part in the future of this 
wonderful community. Not only will we be expanding our 
physical location, but we will be home to an even larger 
group of well-trained professional agents with an extreme 
focus on service to our clients. And just as we have for the 
last 20 years, we remain committed to sponsoring our local 
schools, churches, and other fundraisers. As always, thank 
you for making this possible. Complimentary

Second Opinion

New patients
always welcome
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The Parrish Civic Association welcomes our new and returning members!

 The Parrish Civic Association has been going strong for over 30 years.  In the beginning, it accomplished a really significant thing for Parrish - helping to 
establish the Parrish Fire Department. This has had so much importance to Parrish. After all these years, the Parrish Civic Association is still working hard for 
the common good of the community: organizing the Parrish Heritage Day Festival, helping with the Parrish Children’s Christmas Party for needy children and 
families, developing Overlays to the Manatee County Comprehensive Plan and the Village, hosting the Parrish Hometown Christmas and Membership Apprecia-
tion events, bringing important programs to PCA meetings during the year, and currently working with the Parrish Arts Council on cleaning up the corridor along 
301 from CR 675 to Moccasin Wallow Road. We still have work to do including bringing more parks and community improvements to Parrish.
 Help us out in this effort by joining the Parrish Civic Association in 2021. Forms are on page 2 and page 47. Clip one of them out, complete it, enclose a check 
and mail it in today!  Help your community continue the efforts! 

Join the Parrish Civic Association for 2021

Thank you for your support!

PCA Business Supporter
Ellenton Lions Club

Daniel & Katherine Biven
Jenn Cintron

William & Jean Clark
Robert & Lisa Dawe

Kyle & Barbara Harvey
Terese Michaud

Malcolm Norwood
Rev Fletcher & Mazie Lawson

PCA Resident Supporter
Robert & Doris Seckman
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10yr. Warranty

Mobile Home 
Heating & 

Cooling Units

$ 3 4 9 5
  Installed

Integrity AC, LLC
941-704-9413

License#CAC1819044
1202 Gary Ave. Suite #101, Ellenton, FL 34222

Really great prices and excellent service. 
Lorie is fantastic. I have had my unit 
installed and serviced  by Lorie for 3 
years without any issues what so ever. 
GREEEAT prices and service.             

Google review by Dan Torony

Brands that qualify 
for this price are Frigidaire, 
Goodman, and Tempstar.

New Listing

$31,900
Large, 2/2 doublewide located in a fantastic, pet friendly 55+ 
community, carport, laundry room, furnished, clubhouse, 
heated community pool, tennis and more, great location 
and close to everything!
Judy Smith 941-962-0652

“WELCOME TO PARADISE”

SALES AND RENTALS
Ellenton Office: 941-729-2381

Holmes Beach Office: 1-800-237-2252

HOLMES BEACH OFFICE
5201 Gulf Drive

Holmes Beach, FL 34217

ELLENTON OFFICE
Ellenton Plaza, 945 25th Drive East, Suite 10

Ellenton, FL 34222

VisitAParadise.com

MOBILE HOMES NEEDED FOR SALE OR LEASE
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS AND

MOBILE HOMES SALES PERSONS NEEDED

1600 1st Ave West, #507A, Bradenton, FL 34205

$60,000
Lovely 2/1.5 doublewide, 55+ community, 15 minutes 
to the beach, remodeled and freshly painted, new 
flooring throughout, spacious kitchen, large lot, great 
rear patio, community pool, tennis and clubhouse.
Jann Mink 941-779-6098

Great Location REDUCED! MOTIVATED SELLER

$269,000 NEW LISTING!
Looking for your own little piece of Paradise ... well the search is over! 
You can move right into this delightful, furnished, 2BR/2BA condo with 
wonderful views of the Manatee River. This is a spacious, well cared for 
home with a great open floor plan. All bedroom and kitchen windows 
have been upgraded to Hurricane Impact and the Florida room/lanai 
sliders are Hurricane triple pane. Perfect for year round living or as a 
seasonal getaway, River Oaks is ideally located. Perched along the banks 
of the Manatee River in downtown Bradenton, the monthly maintenance 
fees are very reasonable and the grounds are impeccable and beautifully 
landscaped. There is a heated community pool, tennis/pickleball courts, 
fishing pier with a gazebo, clubhouse and more. Easy access to all 
amenities and just an 8 mile direct route to the Gulf beaches. Come 
Home To Paradise.       Kathy Nunnally 540-354-1204

Featured Listing

$49,900
Large 2/2 mobile home, 55+ community, new roof, all 
new vinyl windows, screens and door in the lanai, car-
port, storage shed, community pool, clubhouse, ten-
nis and more, close to everything and priced to sell!
Carol Nims 413-475-4768

April 30, 2021April 30, 2021
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“I Am Getting Stronger Every Day!”

24/7 CLUB ACCESS • FITNESS ASSESSMENT • PERSONAL TRAINING • EQUIPMENT ORIENTATION

My name is Jessie and I am a Veterinary Technician.  At 29 years old, I have 
struggled to make my physical health a priority.  Thankfully, Parrish Anytime 
Fitness has become the most consistent thing in my life.  I cannot encourage you 
enough to start a personal training program if you struggle with gym anxiety 
or lack of motivation. I started training with Rebekah in February and she has 
helped make everything “click” for me. Rebekah is incredible and has truly 
changed my life.  I am getting stronger every day. I am excited to see my future 
progress thanks to Rebekah and Parrish Anytime Fitness. Jessie Pyne
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COLDWELL
BANKER

REALTY
jaarnes@tampabay.rr.com

sarasota-bradentonhomes.com
8334 Market Street

Lakewood Ranch, FL  34202

Parrish Professionals
Small Business Outlook 

 Businesses in Florida have faced unprecedented 
challenges in 2020. Future conditions remain uncertain. 
Although economy begins to improve, small businesses 
will most likely have challenges for years to come. The 
impact of COVID 19 has forced some businesses that have 
operated for generations to close their doors permanently, 
while others are struggling to make ends meet. Our small 
business owners have reported loss in revenue, changes 
in hours, and weeks of closure, employee layoffs, and 
many more negative impacts historically unforeseen at 
these levels under normal circumstances. 
 Closer to home, Parrish Professionals have not 
been much different from the rest of the state’s business 
community. One of our locals has reported a thirty percent 
drop from in store sales compared to last year’s revenue. 
However, his Amazon sales have increased enabling him 
to pay rent and make payroll. 
 One of our realtors said that her business was shut 
down for three months, thankfully sales are up and she has 

been able to do some open houses, virtual open 
houses or phone walkthroughs. She reports the 
major issue with real-estate sales at the moment 
is a lack of inventory in this area. 
 Our friendly Mary Kay business owner 
says Mary Kay was ready! She conducts no 
face to face at this time. Mostly consolations 
over Zoom; broadcasting or Streamyard, which 
is a live streaming software. 
 Our bankers have reported a drop in in-person 
traffic, but phone appointments have increased 
instead. Not being able to participate in community 
events, which normally helps penetrate new 
markets has hurt this sector. However, COVID 
19 just sped up the inevitable; says one of our 
bankers, with mobile banking, consumers have 
less of a need to frequent the local branch. 
 Take away: those that embraced social media 
and doing business online were less impacted by 
the ever changing landscape of economy.

Parrish Professionals networking group meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month, and we welcome 
your participation.  For more information, visit our website: www.ParrishProfessionals.org  or call 

Jackie Felix 941-504-2376. 
Parrish Professionals: “Connecting lives one referral at a time”

GriefShare 
Support Group

Faith Lutheran Church, located at 9608 US Highway 
301 N. in Parrish, continues to host GriefShare, a 
weekly support program for anyone seeking help and 
encouragement after a loved one’s death. The program, 
open to anyone in the community, meets on Sunday 
afternoons from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. Participants may 
join at any time and do not have to attend sessions in 
sequence. 

Video presentations featuring practical suggestions and reassurance 
from some of the nation’s foremost Christian counselors and grief 
experts are followed by small group discussion. Topics discussed 
include “The Challenges of Grief,” “Is This Normal?”  “Grief and 
Your Relationships,” “Why?” and “Guilt and Anger.” 
 For more information, call the Faith Lutheran Church office at 
941-776-1395 or send an email to office @faithlutheranfl.com.
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St. Mary’s Baptist Church
Erie Road

Parrish, Florida 34219

Reverend Fletcher Lawson, Jr., Pastor
941-776-3723

Fellowship Alliance Church
5735 69th Street East

Palmetto, Florida 34221
Phone: 941-723-9593

www.FellowshipAllianceChurch.com

 Sunday School - 9:30 for all ages
Sunday Services - 10:45 AM

Wed. Eve. - Dinner 5:30 PM - $3 per person
Bible Study - 6:00 PM
Prayer Time - 7:00 PM

North River Church of Christ
13885 U.S. Highway 301 North

Parrish, Florida 34219
(941) 776-1134

www.nrchurchofchrist.org
mail@nrchurchofchrist.org

Sundays
Bible Classes (all ages) . . . . . 10:00 AM
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . .11:00 AM
Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 PM

Wednesdays
Bible Classes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 PM

Audio Sermons Available
“Our passion is pursuing God’s Word and His Glory”

EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
OF PARRISH

8305 Highway 301 North
Parrish, Florida 34219

Church Office - 722-0218
Dr. Scott Douglas, Pastor

Sunday Services
9:15 AM....................Sunday School
10:30 AM ......................................Worship

Tuesday
9:30  AM. . . . . . . . . . . Women’s/Men’s Bible Studies

EVERYONE WELCOME!
(Nursery Provided)

First Baptist Church of Gillette
3301 Moccasin Wallow Road

Palmetto, Florida 34221
(941) 722-1937

contactus@gillettefbc.org
www.gillettefbc.org

Sunday Service
Sunday School - 9:30 AM

Children’s Worship - 10:30 AM
Worship Service - 10:30 AM

Everyone Welcome!  (Nursery Provided)

Harvest Field
Community Church

Where you can count on Christ!
Non-denominational

Bible based - Christ centered

7710 121st Avenue East, Parrish, FL

Bible Study 7:00 PM each Wednesday

“Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore to
send out workers into his harvest fields.”

Mat. 9:38 NIV

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church

11915 82nd St E
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-2568

Rev. James W. Berrien, Pastor

WE SAY YES TO CHRIST!!!!!!

Back to the Word Church
Pastor : Dr. Jim Parker

310 Bougainvillea Cir., Parrish, FL 34219
118 S. Winter Cir., Avon Park, FL  33825

941-773-7081

Sabbath Services:
Saturday at 10:30 AM - Parrish, FL

Saturday at 7:30 PM - Avon Park, FL

Worship Services
10:00 AM
Sundays

Nursery available

Casual dress, warm fellowship
Music is a combination

of contemporary and hymns

Pastor:
Rev. Terry L. Cary - 941-725-4150

www.harvestfieldcc.org

BETH ISRAEL
The Jewish Congregation of Sun City Center

1115 Del Webb Blvd. E.
Sun City Center   (813) 634-2590

SHABBAT SERVICES   FRIDAY EVENING AT 7:45 PM
TORAH STUDY   SATURDAY AT 12 NOON

Rabbi: Philip Aronson     Cantor: Dr. Sam Isaac
Email:  FellowshipAllianceChurch@gmail.com

Small Groups - call Church Office for times

Come Check Us Out

Everyone Welcome - Casual Dress
Service Time:

Sunday 10:00 AM
www.westcoast-church.com

11750 U.S, Highway 301
Parrish, FL 34219
(941) 776-2422

5525 Fort Hamer Road
Parrish, FL 34219

941-803-4722

casual atmosphere - engaging music
biblical teaching - fun kids/students programs

For more information, 
including service times, visit:
www.gonorthriver.org

North River
     Apostolic Church
          of Jesus Christ

3914 US 301 N
     APOSTOLIC in doctrine
               PENTECOSTAL in experience

941-723-9693

St.	  Mary's	  Episcopal	  Church	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Iglesia	  de	  Santa	  Maria)	  

1010	  24th	  Ave	  W	  
Palme;o	  FL	  34221	  
(941)722-‐5292	  

Holy	  Eucharist/	  Santa	  Eucaris,a	  

The	  Episcopal	  Church	  welcomes	  you!	  
La	  Iglesia	  Episcopal	  le	  da	  la	  bienvenida!	  

The	  Rev.	  Glen	  Graczyk,	  Priest	  
The	  Rev.	  William	  de	  la	  Torre,	  Sacerdote	  

	  
Wednesday/	  Miércoles	  
	  	  Holy	  Eucharist	  and	  Healing	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  9:30	  am	  
Grupo	  de	  Oración	  y	  Alabanza	  	  6:30pm	  	  

Sunday/	  Domingo	  
	  	  	  Rite	  II	  (Contempory	  	  language)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  7:45	  am	  
	  	  	  Rite	  II	  (Contemporary	  language)	  	  10:00	  am	  
	  Santa	  Eucaristá	  	  (Español)	  	  	  1:00	  pm	  
	  

Wednesday
6:00 PM . . . Bible Study/Prayer/Children/Youth

Website:  ebcparrish.org
Email:  office@ebcparrish.org

2nd Friday each month - Friday Night Coffee House - 7 to 10 
PM.  The coffee house offers:  praise music, a featured artist or 
group (genre varies from month to month), open mic and free 

refreshments

Parrish United 

Methodist Church 
Connecting people with the life-changing  

power of Jesus Christ 
 

Check out our online worship service  
and in person worship times  

at www.parrishumc.com 
 

12180 Highway 301 North 
Parrish FL 34219 
(941) 776-1539 

 

Parrish Episcopal Church
Where all are welcome!

Holy Communion
Sunday 10:00 AM

St Thomas Chapel @ DaySpring
Episcopal Conference Center

8411 25th Street East
Parrish Florida 34219

Visit on the Web at 
ParrishEpiscopalChurch.org
cfleming@episcopalswfl.org

Noon

www.stmaryspalmetto.com

Sunday Worship
9:30 am Outdoors; Socially Distant
Virtual worship available weekly via 

YouTube at peacepcusa.com 
or Peace PSCUSA Facebook page.

12125 71st Street East (PO Box 195)
Parrish, FL 34219

941-776-1533
www.firstbaptistchurchofparrish.org

Church12125@verizon.net

Sunday Services
  
Sunday School..........................................9:45 am
Morning Worship..................................11:00 am
Evening Worship..................................6:00 pm
Children’s Ministry......................................6:00 pm

9608 U.S. 301 N., Parrish, FL 34219
941-776-1395 • www.faithlutheranfl.com 

Palm Sunday, March 28, 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

Good Friday, April 2, 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday, April 4, 8:00 am & 10:30 am

Rev. Patrick Poock



Parrish Village News PAGE 44

April Blood Drives

Thursday, April 1, 2021: 11:30 AM-4:00 PM, Ferraro’s Italian Grille,8348 US 301, Parrish

Thursday, April 1, 2021: 1:30 PM-4:30 PM, Parkwood Square Shopping Center, 8915 US 301, 
Parrish

Thursday, April 1, 2021: 8:30 AM-12:30 PM, Veranda Springs, 9286 Sucia Circle 3, Parrish

Friday, April 2, 2021: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM, Ellenton Premium Outlets, 5461 Factory Shops 
Boulevard, Ellenton

Monday, April 5, 2021: 8:00 AM-1:00 PM, The Gardens, 11300 US Highway 301 N., Parrish

Wednesday, April 7, 2021: 1:00 PM-4:00 PM, City of Palmetto - City Hall, 516 8th Avenue West, 
Palmetto

Wednesday, April 7, 2021: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, Terra Ceia Island, The Citrus Place, 7200 US Highway 
19, Palmetto

Friday, April 9, 2021: 11:00 AM-5:00 PM, Chili’s Grill & Bar - Ellenton, 6010 US Highway 301 
North, Ellenton

Monday, April 12, 2021: 8:00 AM-1:00 PM, Winterset RV Park, 8515 Orange Grove Blvd., Palmetto

Thursday, April 15, 2021: 11:30 AM-6:30 PM, Anna Maria Oyster Bar - Ellenton, 1525  51st Avenue 
East, Ellenton

Friday, April 16, 2021: 8:00 AM-1:00 PM, The Club at River Wilderness, 2250 Wilderness BLVD W, 
Parrish

Sunday, April 18, 2021: 8:00 AM-1:00 PM, St. Frances Cabrini Church, 12001 69th St., Parrish

Friday, April 23, 2021: 10:00 AM-3:00 PM, Terra Ceia Bay Golf & Country Club, 2802 Terra Ceia 
Bay Blvd, Palmetto

Tuesday, April 27, 2021: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, North River Dental, 3030 US Highway 301 N., Ellenton

Wednesday, April 28, 2021: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM, Manatee School for the Arts, 700 Haben Blvd, 
Palmetto

Thursday, April 29, 2021: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM, Manatee School for the Arts 700 Haben Blvd, 
Palmetto

Call Marilyn Sakelaris - 941-356-3167
or email Marilyn@LeslieWellsRealty.com

Florida Licensed Realtor, Leslie Wells Realty, Inc.

Your Local Realtor Since 2004

God Bless America

2520 Manatee Ave E – Bradenton (95’ Road Frontage)
3-phase – 3 Offices – Storage – Fenced Side Yard 

Ridgewood Meadows. 55+, Ellenton - 
LAND OWNED – $126,900

2 Small Pets, 1986 Palm Harbor, 1006 SF
2/2, Carport, Screened Porch and Shed

Two Free-Standing Buildings 
One Lot - .40 Acres - Mixed Used

Commercial or Residential-  -  $435,000

Price Reduced!

512 26th St E - Bradenton 
2/1 + Enclosed Carport 

Was Sales Office and Rental Property

THE MASTER
CABINET MAKER, INC.

All Custom Cabinetry
Locally owned and operated by 3rd generation cabinetmaker.

Experienced, insured, referrals.

941-723-0278
Custom made cabinets, 3D designs & remodeling: Kitchen/Bath/e.
center/wall unit/bar & more. Laminated countertops. We are also 

dealers of RTA-builder grade cabinets. Special cabinets for mobile 
homes. Custom outdoor Starboard® kitchens. Custom concealed 

storage cabinets. Residential & Commercial

5004 US 41 N • Unit “A” • Palmetto
www.themastercabinetmaker.com 

The Master Cabinet Maker MasterCabinetMaker
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 “PAC will support local artists and cultivate an artistically inspired community.”
PAC is dedicated to building and enriching the community through the ARTS.

The Parrish Arts Council is a 501(c)3 non-profit serving Manatee County and the surrounding region since 2013.

by Nancy White, Parrish Arts Council

Join the Parrish Arts Council
today for 2021!

You’ll meet new people
and enhance your own art skills!

April ART Challenge 
 April Art Challenge theme is ’Sea Life’. What sea life is your favor-
ite? Maybe coral, star fish,turtles, ship wreck or sailing ? Show us what 
your favorite sea life is. All mediums and ages
are invited to participate. We’d love to have you post your completed 
artwork on our Facebook page and tag #parrishartscouncil on Instagram. 
Express and share your creativity. You do not have to be a member to par-
ticipate. We are looking forward to see what everyone shares. For more 
information, check out the Call to Artist link on our website. If you have 
an idea for a challenge, contact us, getinvolved@parrishartscouncil.org. 

Exhibitions
 The ‘Spring’ exhibit is currently at the Rocky Bluff Library until early 
May. Stop by and check out the unique artwork by your local artists. If you 
are interested in any of the artwork, contact us or the artist directly. 
 Stop by the ComCenter at Lakewood Ranch between April 19th and 
June 10th to see the awesome and talented local artists.

Call To Artists
 Summer Youth Exhibition will be coming up in July and August. More 
information to come on our website. 
 Spring Virtual Art Market! This will be an opportunity for artists to show 
and sell their artwork. More details coming.

 PAC Artfully Angels 
card collection! We will be 
collection handmade and 
photography cards that we 
will be donating to a local 
nursing home. Each quarter 
and a special Holidays do-
nations. For more informa-
tion check out our website.

Save The Date
 Annual Membership 
Meeting - Annual Member-
ship Meeting - we’re mov-
ing the meeting to late May. 
More to come. 
 ArtConversations! - 

April 28, 2021 from 6pm - 7pm via Google Meet. Please let us know if you 
have suggestions or want to teach a mini session during our ArtConversations! 
 Online Art Auction - coming this late April and early May. Artists will 
be able to post their artwork for sale or not. More details to come!

Call To Members
 We have so many talented members so don’t forget to share your artwork 
and your works in progress on our Facebook Page and Instagram.

 We are always looking for artists, volunteers, artists and sponsors that 
want to participate, learn, share and network with other artists and art enthu-
siast. If you are interested, please contact the Parrish Arts Council at getin-
volved@parrishartscouncil.org.

Artist’s Tip of the Day
 “Keep working! Don’t let anyone’s opinion of your work stop you 
from doing what you are so driven to do….” (www.artworkarchive.com). 
Be sure to add your tips to our Facebook Page. If you have any subjects 
you’d like to get tips on, ask us on Facebook or email us at getinvolved@
parrishartscouncil.org

Members Benefits
 There are many advantages to becoming a member of the Parrish 
Arts Council. Opportunities to exhibit, ArtConversations!, sharing 
knowledge, meeting other 
artists, and keeping art in 
the community are just a 
few to mention. Members 
also enjoy free or discount-
ed participation in art ac-
tivities throughout the year. 
Single PAC Adult Mem-
berships are $25 and single 
PAC Youth Memberships 
are $15 with both being an-
nually, January through De-
cember. More information 
regarding membership may 
be found on our website: 
parrishartscouncil.org

News

Encaustics “After the Storm” by Polly TetraultEncaustics “After the Storm” by Polly Tetrault
Watercolor “Octopus by Lucy Boucher, 

Acrylic “Under the Sea II” by Nancy White
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Lifelink Celebrates the Lifesaving Generosity of Organ, Eye and Tissue 
Donation During National Donate Life Month

 Every April, LifeLink of Florida celebrates Donate Life Month, a 
national observance created by Donate Life America to focus on the need 
and importance of organ, eye and tissue donation. Due to the lack of 
available organs more than 107,000 people across the country are waiting 
for a lifesaving transplant, with 5,000 of those individuals living in Florida. 
During the month, the public is encouraged to learn more about donation 
through virtual education programs offered by LifeLink as well as register 
to donate at Donate Life Florida, the state’s organ, eye and tissue donor 
registry. The month also is a chance to honor and recognize the generosity 
of donors who make saving lives through transplant possible. 
 Marissa Arvonio was one of the 39,000 grateful patients who received 
a lifesaving organ transplant in 2020, during the pandemic. Suffering 
from type 1 diabetes since the age of 4, Marissa struggled for years 
with complications that led to many 911 calls and emergency hospital 
stays. In 2017 Marissa developed Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating 
Polyneuropathy (CIDP), an autoimmune disease that attacks nerves in 
the body, causing her to lose the ability to walk and forced her to leave a 
demanding career in fashion merchandising. “I had to stay in the hospital 
for a month. I couldn’t do much of anything. My mother came to live with 
me for a while because I didn’t even have the muscle strength to sit up by 
myself,” said Marissa. 
 A year later on her honeymoon, doctors called to let her know that she 
was in kidney failure and  needed a transplant to survive. “I got home and 
went into Uremia before I was able to make an appointment and ended up 
in the hospital again. My body completely shut down, I almost lost my life,” 
says Marissa. She immediately began dialysis, a treatment that filters and 
purifies the blood through a machine, multiple times a week for hours on end. 
 After two years on the transplant waiting list and on her 35th birthday 
Marissa received a lifesaving kidney and pancreas transplant. “I woke up 
and walked the first day after my transplant with a walker. It’s hard when 
you’re sick for so long to know what a good day is. I had never felt like 
this before in my whole life. My CIDP is in remission and I bike 15 miles a 
day now,” says Marissa, “I went from being alive to actually living.” With 
a functioning kidney Marissa no longer needs dialysis and thanks to her 
pancreas she no longer suffers from type 1 diabetes. 
 Soon after transplant Marissa wrote a letter to her donor family and 
shared her gratitude. “I told them how blessed I was and how sorry I 
was for their loss. The one thing I want to know most is what my donor 
wanted to do in life and if it is something I can finish for them or carry 
out. I promised to pay it forward,” says Marissa. Now Marissa is excited 
about the future and is making plans to travel including a honeymoon re-
do as well as looking for a job that involves helping people and making a 
difference. Marissa credits her husband Scot, and family for their support 
and encouragement throughout her transplant journey. 

 For the thousands of Floridians listed for a life-saving transplant, organ 
donation offers hope for a longer life. Anyone can be a potential donor, 
regardless of age or medical history; a single donor can save or improve 
the lives of up to 75 people. Individuals interested in celebrating this 
month are encouraged to follow LifeLink social media pages on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter to participate in the education programs offered.

How to Celebrate National Donate Life Month
1. Give hope and save lives by registering your donation decision on the 

state organ, eye and tissue donor registry at Donate Life Florida or 
when renewing or obtaining a driver license. 

2.  Share your donation decision with family and friends. 
3. Learn more about donation with LifeLink during the month of April
 • April 7th – Donate Life Living Donor Day Panel 
  Facebook Live Event at 2PM to 3PM

 ▪ Join LifeLink in this new celebration where we honor living donors 
and discuss the different types of living donation opportunities 
including living kidney, liver and tissue donation. 

 • April 10th to 16th – Blue and Green Spirit Week
 ▪ Each day of the week leading up to National Blue and Green Day 

is dedicated to a special theme, and will include: recognizing 
donors, volunteers and healthcare heroes; giving hope to those 
waiting and engaging the public in fun at-home activities. 

 ▪ Light up your home or business with blue and green lights to bring 
awareness to the donation cause. Celebrate during spirit week or 
on Blue and Green Day! Post your photo on social media and tag 
Donate Life Florida and LifeLink on Facebook. 

 • April 13th – Messages of Hope: Donor Family and Recipient 
Communication Panel - Facebook Live Event at 12PM to 1PM  
 ▪ Join LifeLink for a virtual presentation to learn how LifeLink 

connects families who want to communicate or meet after donation 
and transplantation.

 • April 16th – National Blue and Green Day
 ▪ Wear blue and green colors in support of the Donate Life message 

and mission. Submit a photo in your most creative and spirited 
blue and green day attire to the Donate Life America photo contest 
starting April 16th to April 20th. 

• April 18th to 24th – National Pediatric Transplant Week
 ▪ This week is dedicated to kids with a focus on ending the pediatric 

transplant waiting list.
• April 22nd – The Journey: Pediatric Donation Panel - Facebook 

Live Event at 6pm to 7pm 
 ▪ Join LifeLink as we discuss the journey of pediatric donation 

through the eyes of a donor mom, transplant recipient and 
professionals who work within the pediatric community. 

• April 27th – How Tax Collectors and LifeLink Work Together to 
Save Lives Panel - Facebook Live at 10AM to 11AM 
 ▪ Join LifeLink as we share how tax collectors support donation 

when individuals obtain a driver license as well as information 
on a new initiative to help save lives with a Donate Life Florida 
specialty plate. 

LifeLink of Florida is the federally designated, non-profit community 
service organization dedicated to the recovery of organs and tissues 
for transplantation in west and southwest Florida.  LifeLink can be of 
assistance with scheduling virtual interviews or webinar presentations to 
media outlets, local schools, civic groups and businesses on the importance 
of donation; for more information on LifeLink, or to register as an organ 
and tissue donor, visit www.LifeLinkFoundation.org.
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Letter from the Editor
This year is just flying by! I can’t believe it’s already April! 
It seems like we were just celebrating a new year and all 

the hope that comes with it. I had the pleasure of meeting a number of 
our wonderful community members at the Parrish Heritage Day Festival 
on Saturday, the 20th of March. My most cherished memory of that day, 
was of the gentleman who said, “I want you to know I really admire the 
PCA and all that it does for the community. I’m sure you mostly hear the 
negative things, so I wanted you to know I appreciate all you do and to say 
thank you!” 

In This Issue
 There were so many interesting articles submitted this month, I ran 
out of room, so I eliminated the Trivia and special event section, just for 
April. It will be back in May. Or, if there is anything else you would like 
to see in our pages, feel free to email me with suggestions.

Reaching out to HOA Boards
 The PCA would like to obtain contact information for each HOA 
Board in Parrish so that we can communicate more effectively with the 
entire community of Parrish. PCA would use the HOA contact list to send 
out email blasts to the HOA Boards when there is an announcement we 
want to reach the masses. Our thought is PCA can email the pertinent an-
nouncement to the HOA Board contact and ask them to notify their home-
owners. This HOA Board contact list would have been a great asset when 
we had to postpone and reschedule the Heritage Day Parade and Festival 
at the last minute.  PCA would also use this contact list to notify the HOA 
Boards about upcoming PCA events, pertinent County meetings, etc. We 
would also like to add the various HOA community events to our PCA 
website calendar and community events list here in the paper. The HOA 
Board contact list will remain confidential and will not be sold or shared 
with any other parties. Please ask your HOA Board to email me at PVN@
pcafla.org and provide the main contact for your HOA Board. We have a 
list started, but it is by no means complete, nor is it up to date.

Are You Really Reading the PVN?
 I started a new game in the Parrish Village News in February and I’ve 
gotten some wonderful feedback. I placed a picture of a little monkey 
somewhere in the paper and offered a membership to the PCA for one year 
to the first person who emailed me his correct whereabouts. I received quite 
a few positive responses so we ran it again in March and got even more. In 
all fairness, my husband pointed out, I should really tell where he was in the 
issue that follows his appearance. So, in February, he was on the front page, 
sitting on the train. It actually looks like he’s sitting on one of the actors hat. 
And in March, he was on page 46, the bottom right photo. 
 So look again this month for “Minkey” hidden in the pages of this issue. 
Keep in mind, he’s a tiny monkey, so he may be difficult to spot. The 
first person who sends me an email identifying his location, gets a free 
membership to the PCA for one year... 
Read on and good luck!!

April 2021

Tami Vaughan
Editor/Publisher

Parrish Village News
pvn@pcafla.org
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